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CREATE YOUR PERSONAL SEWING MENU, ON-SCREEN. 
Just by moving your finger around on the touch screen, you easily 
program in the stitches, functions and features you use most. It's 
great, because you choose built-in stitches from a library of = 
over 500. And you can change them whenever you want, *; 
thanks to Customized Pattern Selection. 


BUTTON, BUTTON, 
Wuo's Gor THE BUTTON? 
THE SCREEN! 

Just touch a button to the screen. artista 
“reads” the button and creates the exact 
size buttonhole — on-screen, and in the 
fabric. And artista will repeat the same 
buttonhole over and over, as many times as 
you want. 









THE QUILTER’S OWN SCREEN, 
One touch and the Quilting Screen appears, with 13 quilting stitches, 

including stippling, hand-look and feather stitches. Quilters love it, 
and artistas automatically adjusting tension and extra 

long free-arm are great for sewing bulky fabrics. 


For the dealer nearest you, call 1-800-405-2SEW or visit us at http://www.berninausa.com 


THE artista 


1B) KOPN Oks) cam 40)0) peusonalize IT FOR THE Way you SEW. 























A HuGe Hoop AND 

FULLY VARIABLE SIZING. 

Embroidery pattern too 

small? Select the width you 

want, artista automatically 

. | resizes the pattern 
al proportionately and adds 

si if the fill-in stitches — up to 
— a full 6” x 8”. 
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EXCLUSIVE DESIGNS AND More. 

Here's choice for you. Suzy's Zoo, Beatrix Potter, 
Lucy Rigg, Precious Moments...and a huge library of 
exclusive Studio Bernina designs on cards and disks. And 
you'll put them exactly where you want them, because you can rotate 
patterns in 16 directions. You can even embroider on sleeves without 
opening seams, thanks to artista’s exclusive free-arm attachment. 


You can’t know how different artista is from anything you've 
worked on until you come in to your Bernina Dealer and get 
your hands on it. You'll make it yours. 





Nothing Sews Like A Bernina. Nothing. 
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Leather elevates 
trim details from 
the ordinary to 
remarkable. 
Head for p. 48 va 

to find out how. 53 
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The Unforgettable Slot Seam 


Borrow a great detail from the ‘40s to add texture 
and design lines to a garment 


by JEFFREY MAYER 


A Beret of One’s Own 


Start with an inexpensive, purchased beret and add 
custom details, from the whimsical to the exotic 


by CARINE FRALEY 


Stumped by which interfacing 
to use for the best results? 
Turn to p. 53 for help. 


Clone Yourself a Fitting Assistant 


Every sewer needs a dress form. Here are four fast, 
cheap (and amusing!) ways to make your own. 


by DAVID PAGE COFFIN 


Lush, Embossed Velvet 


Design your own unique fabrics with rubber stamps 
and an iron 


by MARY BENAGH O’NEIL 


Pants-Pattern Upgrade 


Use menswear construction techniques to improve the 
comfort, appearance, and quality of any basic pants pattern 


by MARY ELLEN FLURY 


Test That Interfacing! 
Here's a strategy for improving your results 
with both fusible and sew-in interfacings 


by SYLVIA MITCHELL 


No-Bulk Envelope Welts : | | ™ 
Page 60 brings you a wonderful use 


Flatten single-welt edges with a clever mitering technique 5, the few remaining scraps of that 


outrageously expensive silk you cant 


by JUDY BARLUP possibly throw away. 








Duct tape may prove the most 
useful supply in your sewing room. 
Find out the details beginning 

On B37 






Soutache braid 
takes on a new 
life on p. 80. 





design 48 Just Add Some Leather 


Whether your garment is leather or fabric, leather 
trimmings can add a distinctive touch 


by SANDY SCRIV 


on the cover: 
To get reacquainted 


with an elegant detail 60 The Go-Anywhere Kimono Coat 


from the 1940s, turn ee ae are 
to p. 32. Photograph An intriguing shape and unusual appliqués give this coat 


by Peter Sakas: lots of versatility 


hair and makeup by 


Danny Hammond. by DANIEL BLOW 
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Letters 


We welcome your 
comments, criticisms, 
advice, and ideas. 
Letters may be 
edited for brevity 
and clarity. 

Please write to: 
Threads Letters, 
63 S. Main St., 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506; 

or via e-mail: 
th@taunton.com 
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Moths, begone! 
As a professional dry cleaner and 
avid seamstress, I want to respond 
to the tip “Ultimate moth insur- 
ance” in No. 73, p. 14. While keep- 
ing a scrap of woolen fabrics you 
sew in case reweaving is necessary 
is a good idea, the old adage “an 
ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure” holds true here: 
The best way to prevent insect dam- 
age—moths aren’t the only insects 
that damage clothes—is to regular- 
ly dry-clean woolen garments. In- 
sects damage woolens in areas 
soiled by food particles or body 
oils, and frequent dry cleaning is 
needed to remove these soils. Nev- 
er store woolens for the summer 
without first dry-cleaning them, 
even if they were worn only once 
since the last cleaning. Proper care 
extends the life and enhances the 
appearance of woolen garments. 
—Suzzy Thomas, Auburn, NE 


Button on a credit line 
Thanks for the outstanding arti- 
cles in No. 73, “The Master Tailor, 
Richard Tyler” by Fred Bloebaum 
(pp. 28-33) and “Stenciling Work- 
shop” by Diane Ericson (pp. 64- 
69). In Diane’s article, though, I 
wish you had included a credit for 
Jean Keeshin’s beautiful, handmade 
metal buttons (shown on pp. 68 
and 69). I use her buttons, and en- 
joy my clients’ enthusiastic 
response to them. Please let 
readers know about 


: her work. 
ae \ —Diane Kenny, 
| Santa Fe, NM 


Editor Chris Timmons replies: ?m 
delighted to: Jean Keeshin (Coun- 
terpoint, 321 S. Main St., #40, 
Sebastopol, CA 95472; 707-829- 
3529) designs a variety of sterling 
silver, brass, and copper buttons, 
clasps, and closures, priced from 
$4.50 to $30, which she sells by 
mail. For a portfolio of her current 
line, send $3 to the address above. 


No hemp, please 
Shame on you for your idiotic arti- 
cle “Hemp, the Forgotten Fabric” by 
Nancy Nehring in No. 71, pp. 48- 
51! You've obviously been brain- 
washed by pro-drug-legalization 
rhetoric. There is no legitimate 
medicinal or textile use of hemp 
that isn’t already served better by 
another product. Efforts to reintro- 
duce “hemp” into mainstream use 
are merely thinly veiled attempts 
to begin legalizing marijuana. 
—Cindy Province, RN, MSN, 
Defiance, MO 


Provocative plaids 
Regarding Barbara Deckert’s article 
“A Process for Plaids” in No. 73 
(pp. 55-59), Pve been teaching 
sewing for over 30 years and never 
in anything I’ve read or learned in 
a class does the sewer start at the 
center back and match the shoul- 
der seams in plaids. Different ap- 
proaches are all right if the results 
are worthwhile. But Deckert starts 
at the back and, when she gets 
around to the front (which is real- 
ly the most noticeable part of the 
garment), she gives a rather con- 
fusing, it’s-up-for-grabs set of di- 
rections. ’'ve checked 
with two women, one an 
instructor at Mount Mary Col- 
lege in Milwaukee who agrees that 
the shoulder seams almost never 
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Letters... 








match, and the other a brilliant 
home sewer whose only comment 
was that she didn’t understand it. 
Other sewers will doubtless also 
be confused. All along they’ve 
learned that the shoulder seams 
don’t have to match, and now your 
magazine says they do. As far as 
Pm concerned, the center-front 
lines should be on a bar or a space 
in the plaid, so that when the gar- 
ment is closed, the design contin- 
ues rather than breaks up. A perfect 
match of plaid at the shoulder 
seams can’t usually be achieved if 
the center front and center back 
are centered on the plaid. And after 
all, they are far more important 
than the shoulder seam. 
—Margaret Komives, Mequon, W1 


Editor Chris Timmons replies: Since 
the first issue of Threads in 1985, 
the magazine has been devoted to 
presenting a variety of viewpoints 
and technical strategies for pro- 
ducing beautifully made garments 
and textiles. Generally speaking, 
there’s usually more than one way 
to get from A to B, and we've al- 
ways encouraged readers to try the 
techniques presented and choose 
for themselves what works best for 
their particular needs. ’'m happy 
that you’ve reminded us of the tra- 


ditional approach to matching 
plaids and equally pleased to have 
shared Barbara Deckert’s strategy. 


Barbara Deckert replies: ’'m de- 
lighted that you found my article 
provocative. It’s precisely because 
I've never seen my technique in 
any sewing book that I chose to 
share it with Threads readers. 

I'm not a sewing cop. Nowhere in 
the article did I assert that readers 
must match verticals at the shoul- 
der seams. As I noted, verticals are 
commonly mismatched at the 
shoulder seams in ready-to-wear 
because saving labor and fabric in- 
creases profits. While mismatches 
at the shoulder seams are seldom 
visible in fashion photography be- 
cause of conventional camera an- 
gles, in real life they are quite visi- 
ble whenever a wearer is seated or 
when a taller person looks down 
on the wearer. I’ve seen plaids 
matched occasionally on fine 
ready-to-wear and custom jackets, 
and I liked the look, but none of 
my sewing references told me how 
to do it. | couldn’t assume that 
matching was a happy accident, so 
I worked out the process for myself. 

With this method, the placement 
of the center fronts is never “up 
for grabs,” as you assert, but is de- 


termined by whether the fabric is 
folded in the middle of a bar or 
space. On most plaids, the width 
of a bar and a space differ, so a cut- 
ter gets two and only two choices 
for center-front placement if she 
chooses to match the shoulder 
seams. If neither of thesechoice is 
aesthetically appealing, a cutter can 
still choose to mismatch the shoul- 
der seams and place the fronts 
where she pleases. 

Matching plaids is part skilland 
part luck. Luck is the width of the 
bars and spaces incremental to the 
width of the finished garment. Skill 
is knowing all the possible cutting 
choices available and choosing 
thoughtfully among them. 


Shoulder-pad P.P.S. 
Regarding the letter “Shoulder- 
pad plus” in No. 74 (p. 6) and the 
prior shoulder-pad discussion in 
No. 71 (pp. 12,14), P’'ve got an even 
easier, very effective, no-sewing 
solution: double-sided Scotch tape. 
Sticking two pieces of tape in an X 
pattern onto the pad allows you to 
position it exactly where needed. 
I’ve even found that I can reuse the 
same pad with the same tape in 
other garments for several wear- 
ings before new tape is needed. 


—Rose Fraden, San Francisco, CA 
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Don't you love putting together a great look? 
When a hat plays off your shoes which play 


off your outfit, it's a great feeling. 


We understand. Our Pfaff creative 7570 
sewing machine and Creative Fantasy 
embroidery system are designed to work in 
perfect harmony, too. The memory cards 
work with the 7570 which works with our 
stitch design software. You've got sewing 
options galore! Like only buying those 


accessories you really want. 


Of course, once the fun starts, you may 
want to own them all. And why not, youve 


got a right to feel great! 


PFAFF . 
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PFAFF: THE LARGEST EUROPEAN MANUFACTURER 
OF SEWING MACHINES 
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Creative Fantasy cards. Choice Software. 

Pop in a themed disk Select your favorite 

of gorgeous embroidery embroidery designs from 
designs and start your local dealer or at 


creating! our Web site. 





PC-DESIGNER™ 
Software. Design your 
own embroideries easily 
with this top-selling 
sewing software. 
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Accessory Hoops. 
Use Pfaff's Cap hoop 
or Big hoop and put 
vorgeous embroidery 
designs anywhere! 


Ensembie created by 
Laura Haynie, Pfaff 
Education Manager 


Mail to: T-298 
Ptaff American Sales Corp. 
610 Winters Avenue 
Paramus, NJ 07653 


Yes! Please send me more 
information on the Pfaff creative® 
7570 and its accessories. 


Name 


Address 
City 














See your local authorized Pfaff 
dealer, call 1-800-99-PFAFF 
(1-800-997-3233), mail this coupon 
or visit us at: http://www.pfaff.com 
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Bleaching and safety 
Lois Ericson’s article “Dyeing with 
Bleach” (No. 72, pp. 65-69) was 
wonderful and Id like to try out 
some of her techniques, but I’m 
concerned about the health and 
safety issues of discharge dyeing 
with bleach. Can you find out more 
about this and share the informa- 
tion with readers? 

—Elsa Miller, Fioral Park, NY 


Readers should be aware that 
bleach is not a nonhazardous chem- 
ical. Byproducts of the bleaching 
process include chlorine and chlo- 
rinated compounds, known health 
hazards. Proper disposal of waste 
(at your neighborhood recycling/ 
hazardous-waste center) is neces- 


| Sewing Retreat! i 


A Weekend with Sandra at Baer’s 


March 7-8,1998 


Spend a weekend with sewing afficionado, Sandra | 
Betzina at Baer Fabrics — one of the area’s largest 

and most unique fabric stores with 3 floors of sewing | 
materials. Enjoy two days of information packed 
seminars, personalized shopping assistance with 

Sandra and catered lunches. Dinner and a fashion 


sary. As fascinated as I was by the 
technique, some things just aren’t 
worth the price to the environment. 

—Stephanie Sakson, Centerport, NY 


Industrial hygienist Monona Rossol, 
MS, MFA, of Arts, Crafts and Theater 
Safety (ACTS) in New York City 
replies: Because there are hidden 
dangers in discharge dyeing with 
household bleach, both from the 
bleach itself and the bleached tex- 
tile dyes, I second the author’s sug- 
gestions for wearing gloves and 
working outdoors. While bleach 
labels warn of potential eye and 
skin irritation, they don’t mention 
possible respiratory irritation from 
spraying bleach because manufac- 
turers don’t anticipate bleach be- 


show will be hosted by Sandra on Saturday evening. 





This symbol represents the deep, inexhaustible, divinely 
centered source of nourishment and meaning. Though we | 
may journey far, we must always return to The Source of 


ing used this way. Yet inhaling 
bleach mist is more serious than 
getting it on the skin. Because 
bleach mist can cause respiratory 
irritation and may damage mucous 
membranes in the nose, throat, and 
respiratory tract, position yourself 
when spraying bleach so that the 
wind blows the mist away from 
you and you don’t inhale it. 

While most people know that you 
must never mix bleach and am- 
monia, many don’t realize that the 
same toxic gases can be generated 
by mixing bleach with other amine- 
or nitrogen-containing chemicals, 
one such being urea, a common 
dye mordant. Bleach even reacts 
withthe acetic acid in vinegar used 
in this project, releasing chlorine 











our true nature for fulfillment. 


ware 
OO 442-0455 


Procion® MX Dyes / Jacquard® Sik Colors / Jacquard® Acid 
Dyes / Jacquard® Textile Colors / Pearl Ex® powdered 
pigments / Lumiere® Metallic Fabric Paint / Chemicals for 
surface design / 70+fine silks*hemps rayone cotton 
Tjanting tools & Batik waxes / Marbling supplies 
Yellow beeswax blocks / Professional quality steamers 
Instructional, art & design books 
Fine needlework & quilting frames 
Baa 
rupert, gibbon & spider, inc. ¢ p.o. box 425 


eheaidsburg, ca e 95448 e usa 
http://www.jacquardproducts.com 


So gather your friends and plan to have fun. 
Call 1-800-769-7778 or write Baer Fabrics for a 
seminar brochure and registration information. 
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FABRICS | 


Baer Fabrics @ 515 East Market Street 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202 © 800-769-7778 | 
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Sandra Betzina 
Host of TV's Sew Perfect, a syndicated 





sewing columnist and author of the 
ever-popular Power Sewing Books 
and Videos. 
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EMBROIDERY HEIRLOOMS™ 


from BALBOA THREADWORKS INC. 


_ Ifa Picture is worth a 
as Thousand words... 
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Choose from over ; 
17 packages available |i 
for you plus our ; 
Best of Balboa #2 
CD Rom of 125 





designs. | aa a 
Designs come on HD diskettes in Award winning Stock Designs to 


Tajima DST, Dos EXP, Home Sewers 
Viking HUS & Pfaff PCS formats : 


For information and FREE 
literature call 1-800-445-8705 

to be listed on our Home Sewer 
mailing list or go to our Web Site 
at www.balboastitch.com 


Balboa Threadworks Inc. 
Post Office Box 708 
Balboa, CA 92661 





© 1997 Balboa Threadworks Inc., 


— >  BALBOA...There Is No Comparison | 
‘ 





check us out at www.balboastitch.com 
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gas, but fortunately the vinegar is 
so dilute here that the amount of 
gas released is very small. 

Nonetheless, the use of bleach 
and acetic acid is an added reason 
to do this project outdoors. I also 
suggest having clean water and an 
eyecup nearby in case the eyes are 
accidentally splashed. If you have 
swimming goggles, now’s a good 
time to wear them. 


Bleached dyes are harmful, 
too—Regarding bleached fabric 
dyes, the dye chemicals don't 
magically “disappear” when the 
color fades. Instead, they break 
down into other colorless chemi- 
cals, which are the same or similar 
to the dye’s original components, 


a 
a 
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true gourmet. Signature thread is a vital 


~ “= 270 fashion shades to 
please your palette, From classic colors to the k test trends, cu 
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which may themselves be highly 
toxic. Unfortunately, you can’t 
know by looking at cloth what 
dyes were used. And in the U'S., 
we use dyes considered too toxic 
for use in some other countries. 
Germany, for instance, bans about 
120 dyes, one of which (C.1. Dis- 
perse Blue 1-64500) is not only in 
common use in the U.S., it’s used 
in hair dyes! 

So if you plan to speed up the 
fading of textile dyes with bleach, 
be aware that the rinse water used 
in the process probably contains 
small amounts of nasty stuff and 
that you should always wear gloves 
to handle this water. As well, I 
wouldn't throw it into my vegeta- 
ble garden. If you live in a city, it 


(( 
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can legally go down the drain; if 
youre on a septic system, dispose 
of it at your neighborhood recy- 
cling center. With the proper pre- 
cautions mentioned above, this 
discharge-dyeing technique need 
not be harmful. 


Tearless welts 
Thank you for Kenneth King’s ar- 
ticle “No More Wobbly Welts” (No. 
72, pp. 62-64). This wonderful ar- 
ticle made it possible for me to 
make a pair of pants with three 
welt pockets and no tears of frus- 
tration! In ten years of sewing and 
two years of design school, I was 
never shown such an ingenious 
method for welts. 

~Mandi Ballard, Torrance, CA 


Fashion Show 
& Marketplace 


FABRIC 
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rite for information: J 
Alice Busse, 


C fabrics &C fanery 


7 2754 CALHOUN ST. 
£. SAN DIEGO, CA. 92110 


619 296-3161 


HOW DOES YOUR 
CREATIVITY GROW’? 


Se Start With A Seed Of An Idea ; 
~ A flower, a photo, a drawing — what will ; 
: ‘ catch your eye today, and start the wheels of 
creativity turning? With the new Memory Craft 
Scan 'n Sew PC, you can transform virtually 
anything into an incredible embroidery 


pattern ready for stitching on your 
Memory Craft 9000 or 5000. 


scan It In, Watch It Grow 
Simply plug the Scan ‘n Sew PC into your personal computer. 


Pop in the Windows95® compatible CD ROM software. Scan in 
your art just once, then customize it on screen. Select colors and 





stitch patterns. Rotate or combine images. Easy menus guide you 


every step of the way. As you point and 
- ah, click, your single flower blooms 





_— into a colorful garden. 
ie —- =7, © ReapA 
43 ys sCHarvest Of Color 


Your new custom design can 
be saved on your computer 
or written directly onto a 
blank Memory Card. You can 


. PT a af * "he, 
even print out 


re templates, so the size ils 


Zi of your embroidery 
) 4) is unlimited. The Scan ‘n Sew PC will 
‘ \ also work without a computer as a 
stand-alone scanning unit. 
Oo Visit your Janome 





§ New Home dealer today 
for a demonstration, 
and watch creativity 
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Because You Simply Love To Sew” 


For the participating authorized 
Janome New Home dealer nearest you 
in the USA, call 1-800-631-0183 ext. 775; 
in Canada call 1-905-821-0266. 


Financing offer available only at participating 
authorized Janome New Home dealers. 





The New Home Sewing Machine Co. 10 Industrial Avenue Mahwah, N J 07430 
Janome Sewing Machine Co., Ltd. Unit 3, 6620 Kitimat Rood Mississouga, Ontario, LSN 288 


Questions 


Have a question 

of general interest 
about sewing, quilt- 
ing, embellishing, or 
a garment-related 
craft? Send it to: 
Threads Questions, 
63 S. Main St., 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506; 

or via e-mail: 
th@taunton.com 


14. THREADS 


Copyright violations 
Is it legal for a home sewer to use 
a commercial pattern and market 
the items made from it to stores 
or craft fairs? If not, what are 
the consequences? 
—Louise O. Kirkland, Orrington, ME 


Karen Morris replies: Your question 
is an interesting and timely one, 
because it seems that many copy- 
right violations occur every day. In 
a nutshell, the answer is no, it isn’t 
legal to use a commercial pattern 
to make items to sell. Copyright 
protection is automatic upon cre- 
ation of a pattern, regardless of 
whether the designer has regis- 
tered the pattern with the Library 
of Congress. 

Whether you'll be caught is an- 


other matter. It’s very difficult for 





pattern companies, especially small 
ones, to prosecute violators. But if 
they do so successfully, the conse- 
quences can vary from a hefty fee 
for damages to possible imprison- 
ment, although the latter is rare. 

To use a pattern legally, you need 
to negotiate and pay a licensing 
fee to the owner of the copyright, 
which gives you authorization to re- 
produce the item made. It’s only 
fair—the pattern designer has put a 
great deal of time, effort, and prob- 
ably money into designing, testing, 
and marketing the pattern, and de- 
serves to be paid a portion of the 
profit youre making on this de- 
sign. Contact the pattern company 
directly to inquire about obtaining 
a license. 

If you'd like to read more on the 
subject, there are several good ar- 
ticles in recent publications: “Do 
You Understand Copyright?” by 
Robbie Fanning in the Winter 1996 
issue of Creative Machine Newsletter 
(Open Chain Publishing, PO Box 
2634, Menlo Park, CA 94026; 415- 
366-4440); “Copyrights: What Are 
They?” by Lu Willis in the Sum- 
mer 1996 issue of Sew UpA Storm: 
the Newsletter for Sewing Entrepre- 
neurs (SewStorm Publishing, 944 
Sutton Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45230; 
513-232-5403), and “The Fine Art 
of Self Defense” by Patricia Nielsen 
in the May 1997 issue of The Inde- 
pendent Patternmaker (804 Forest 
Park Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76102, 
817-338-0025). 

On the other side of the fence, if 
you have a pattern or design that 
youd like to protect by registering 
a copyright, consult The Copyright 
Handbook by Stephen Fishman 
(Berkeley, CA: Nolo Press, 4th edi- 
tion, 1997; 800-992-6656). The 
best, most accessible Canadian ref- 


READERS ASK 


To help with the following, 
please write to Threads at the 
address at left. 


| want to take classes on 
using CorelDraw (version 6) 
in quiltmaking. Are any fiber 
artists working with this 
software or teaching classes? 
—Ellen Danforth, Ft. Collins, CO 


'd like to contact Wolf 
Software, which makes a 
product called Winstitch. 

_ Has anyone used it? 

~Phyllida Klick, 


Masterton, New Zealand 


Can anyone share a method 
for aging denim garments 
| make? 


—Naomi Anderson, Bentonville, AR 


I’d like to make a chef’s 
coat for my husband. Can 
anyone suggest a good 
pattern they’ve used? 

—Susan Scott, Glens Falls, NY 





erence is the booklet A Guide to 
Copyrights (Ottawa: Industry Cana- 
da, 1994). It’s available free of 
charge from the Canadian Intel- 
lectual Property Office, Place du 
Portage I, 50 Victoria St., 3rd Floor 
Stock Room, Hull, PQ, KIA 0C9, 
Canada; 1-819-953-5054. Or con- 
tact its Web site (http://cipo.gc.ca). 


Sew custom gloves 
For my formal-but-nontraditional 
fall wedding, I want to wear a 
lemon yellow silk gown and 
matching leather gloves. How do 
I make the gloves? 

—Elise Christine David, Brooklyn, NY 
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Featuring rok Largest Hoop or vit Market! 


6x 10° ‘hoop slze fie a5.5° x9 ’ (240 x TO sewing aiea ina single hoop selling. & yi 
Multi- hoop program for 450 x 240mm designs. 


© Combine different embroidery cards and built-in designs within a single hoop 
. he color motif sewing and allemating color-continuous paltein sewing 


© Sow bobbin indicator, auto push-bulton thread cutter and built-in 


needle threader and lop load bobbin 


© “Unlimited stotage and complete memory with 150,000 needle penetrations 
© Patented quilting slitch 
© 750 stitches pet minute during embroidery 


® 6,000 plus vatualions of stitches 


SINGER 


Your Family Company 


For more information, see your local Singer Dealer or call !-800-4SINGER. 





Visit our website http://www.singersewing.com 


owe x 100 


% g|NGER 





e, ige LCD Screen 


115 x 8mm 


Minor umage and zoom feature 


Pattern rolation inctements from 5 to 90 degrees 1997 Since Sewing Company 


Singer* is a registered trademark of the Singer Sewing Company Ltd. 


Questions... 


Karen Morris replies: Fine glove- 
making is an art form that’s fallen 
out of popularity in recent years. 
But youre in luck. There are several 
patterns and a new booklet, Hand- 
made Gloves, by hat designer Dee 
Atkinson (Pattern Studio, PO Box 
15874, Cincinnati, OH 45215-0874; 
513-821-4287; catalog, $3), with 
lots of information about making 
gloves, including suitable materials, 
fitting, suggested stitches, and 
adapting the style of a glove pat- 
tern. I suggest that you get started 
now, though. You'll want to make at 
least one test pair before you cut 
into your beautiful yellow leather. 


Karen Morris is an associate editor 
of Threads. 





READERS REPLY 


Readers have volunteered the following information in response to queries in past issues. 


Pattern-marking tools 

Patricia Morrow of Erie, PA, replied to the question about pattern-marking tools 
(Threads No. 70, p. 14). Although the Tack-It tool is no longer available, her company, 
The Paris Connection (4314 Irene Dr., Erie, PA 16510; 814-899-7496; catalog, $3), sells 
a Collins tailor tacker and pattern perforator that’s easy to use and marks both sides 
of the fabric at once, for $3.95 plus S&H. 


More on reweaving 

Jeanne Hall of Creola, AL, is the first reader we've heard from who actually does 
reweaving professionally (Threads No. 70, p. 14). She has studied the Fabricon Method 
(4638 N. Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, IL 60640; 800-621-5809), and highly recommends 
it to anyone wanting to learn this art. She stresses that good results are much more 
difficult to achieve on some fabrics than others (and says wool gabardine is the worst!), 
and that professional results require lots of practice and patience. She’s also pleased 
with the support Fabricon offers for those starting a reweaving business and for 
reviewing a student’s work. 


ONLY AMAZING DESIGNS HAS 
TWAS IVT Yells) avd 





It wasn’t enough that Amazing Designs by Great Notions created an endless variety of themes, 
from Holidays to School Days, Sports to Zoo Animals. Or that their designs are fresh and imaginative, 
each one tested to assure it will stitch beautifully on your machine. Or even that 
the software, which comes on a 3//:" floppy disk, works with most popular 
systems like Baby Lock Palette (PES), Brother PE100 (PES), 
Bernina Customizer (EXP), Bernina Deco Wizard (PES), Pfaff 
PC-Designer (PCS), Singer Embroidery Unlimited 
(CSD) and Viking Reader/Writer (HUS). Now 
Amazing Designs is also smart. With 
the Smart+Sizer™ you will be able 
to customize your embroidery 
size to accommodate your sewing 
field, by automatically recalculating 
the stitch count for the 
new size. 
Look for all the Amazing 
Designs ten and twenty 
packs at your local 
retail sewing center. 
You'll not only have 
beautiful embroidery, 
you'll have smart 
embroidery as well. 


For a dealer nearest you call 
1-888-874-6760 
| or visit Amazing Designs™ at 
www.omazingdesigns.com 
In Canada call 1-800-633-5964 
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Considering Graduate Studies... 


M.S. in Textiles 


¢ Textile Design 
Concentrations in weave, knit, & print 
¢ Textile Engineering 
¢ Textile Marketing 
¢ Fashion-Apparel Studies 
¢ Fibrous Materials Science 
Global Textile Marketing 


For information and application materials 
Call (215) 951-2943 
Fax (215) 951-2907 
E-mail: gradadm@ philacol.edu 


Office of Graduate Admissions 


School House Lane and Henry Avenue 
Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania 19144-5497 


Philadelphia 
College 


of Téextiles& Science 
Pe Wilitl ae ko anil: 





———_— 
- Margaret's “System” Has Helped 


Thousands Of People All Over The World 


Videos & book covering everything from Industrial Shortcuts. 
Shirts, Pant Drafting, Pattern Work, Couture Techniques, etc. 
Whether you're sewing for business or just for the business of 
having fun... You'll love these videos! 


Margaret Islander, Upcoming Week-long Seminars: 
‘i cred Senin Of May/4-10/98 » Pattern Drafting + Grants Pass, OR + (541) 479-3906 


May/18-24/98 » Quantum Sewing Skills » Grants Pass, OR + (541) 479-3906 
July/6-12/98 « Pattern Drafting « Grants Pass, OR + (541) 479-3906 
July/20-26/98 » Quantum Sewing Skills + Grants Pass, OR + (541) 479-3906 


Instructional Videos Packed With Shortcuts, | 


Founder, Islander School of 
Fashion Arts. As seen on TV, 
Sew News, Vogue, Butterick, etc. 





Techniques and Valuable Information! 


Islander School Videos Available For Shipping Today: 
















INDUSTRIAL SHORTCUTS, PARTS | & Hoc... oc sesseeeeeee $59.95 a 
SHIRTS, ETC!, PARTS | & Il (Set). cesseesseessteesseen $39.95 Special 
PRACTICE PACKET FOR IND. SHORTCUTS........c:.c000+. $13.95 Vaiue Pack: 


PANTS, ETC! Video and Book... eee $34.95 

PANTS ETC! Book ON... cee tee $14.95 see aga : 
GALAXY OF SEWING TECHNIQUES VOL... eee. $32.95 gel eN 

GALAXY OF SEWING TECHNIQUES VOL.2 aie Lege a 
GALAXY OF SEWING TECHNIQUES VOL.3.... ww, 34.95 o ni : 
GALAXY OF SEWING TECHNIQUES VOL.4...... sae $34.95 10% Discount! | 


a . EASY ORDER: 1-800-944-0213 
Shipping and Handling per order aT 
inside the contiguous U.S., $5,00 « 
Alaska. Hawaii and Canada. $6.00 » 
Pants. Etc! book ordered separately. 
shipping and handling. $2.50. 


Call or write for information or a free brochure: 
Email: sew-tech@chatlink.com 
ISLANDER SCHOOL OF FASHION ARTS, INC. 
P.O, Box 66 ¢ Grants Pass, OR 97528 © (541) 479-3906 
http://www. islandersewing.com 
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ALWAYS the newest, 
the brightest, the 
biggest and the best 
Sewing and Stitchery 
‘Expo in the nation. 
ADWAYS your chance 
to learn. touch, feel 
and see the very 
latest. | 


Expo in Puyallup, 
Washington 
FEBRUARY 

26, 27, 28 
MARCH 1, 1998 


WESTERN 
WASHINGTON 
FAIRGROUNDS 
Puyallup, Washington 


For More Information call: 
Washington State University 
Conferences & Institutes: 


253-445-4632 _ 


Presented by: 


os Eleni programy une employment are available to all without discrimination. 
¢ af noncompliance mury be nported thigh vour igeal Cony native Extension. office. 


february/march 1998 


at Sewing & Stitchery 


WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION in PIERCE COUNTY 
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Share a tip, a 
useful trick, or 

a great sewing 

or embellishing 
resource. Send 
details, sketches, 
photos, or samples 
(if you like) to: 
Threads Tips, 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506; 

or via e-mail: 
th@taunton.com. 
Be sure to include 
a phone number 
in case we have a 
question. We'll 
pay for each item 
we publish. 


Fee, fie, faux piping 

Here’s a simple designer detail that 
creates the look of piping along an 
edge without the need to follow 
the complex steps required for in- 
stalling “regulation” piping. I of- 
ten use this informal piping on 
pockets, collars, hems, and slits. It 
makes a great accent, especially if 
you use a contrasting colorfor the 
piping to emphasize the garment’s 
design lines. 

To create faux piping, you must 
forget the rule we alllearned about 
pressing facings completely under 
and out of sight. In this technique, 
youll roll the facing out so it shows. 
Here’s how: 

When sewing the seam to be 
piped, reduce the facing’s seam al- 
lowance slightly (about 4 to % in.), 
as you see in step 1 in the drawing 
below. Clip and grade the seam as 
needed, then press the seam al- 
lowance toward the body of the 
garment away from the facing (as 





FAUX PIPING 
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Garment, RS 


1. Reduce facing’s seam 
allowance to % in. 


Garment, RS 
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3. Fold facing out to slightly show. 
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2. Grade and press allowances 
away from facing. 


4. Stitch in the ditch. | 


shown in step 2), instead of toward 
the facing as you normally would. 
Next, create afold % to 4 in. away 
from the seam into the facing piece 
(step 3). 

Pressing is usually all that’s need- 
ed to hold the facing in position. 
But don’t try to press it into perfect 
alignment, because faux piping 
takes on a special charm whenit’s 
somewhat irregular, curvy, and un- 
even. (If you want added security to 
hold the edge in place, stitch in the 
ditch, as in step 4.) 


—Diane Ericson, Carmel, CA 


Big and tall-sized 
worktables 

Turn any table into a cutting or lay- 
out surface of the perfect height 
by placing a one-gallon paint can 
under each leg (the paint cans may 
be empty, full, or partially full). For 
a class or a large project, a Ping- 
Pong table is ideal (eight cans may 
be required). This little tip can save 
you endless hours of backstrain 
while cutting or assembling pro}- 
ects. And when the table is needed 
for another use, one person can 
easily remove the cans by quickly 
lifting the table and scooting the 
cans with the foot. 

—Helen M. Schmidt, Brooks, AB, Canada 


Tie one on 
I have a supply of top-quality pat- 
terned silks already cut on the bias, 
which I “shop” when I need an ele- 
gant finishing touch for a neckline 
and armholes: silk neckties that 
my husband no longer wears. 
These fabrics make great bias trim, 
which adds polish to scoop or jew- 
el necklines and armholes. 

Check closets for good-looking 
ties (or try thrift shops or outlet 
stores). Select a tie that works well 


with your project’s fashion fabric, 
remove all the stitches, open it up, 
and cut strips from the bias fab- 
ric. Stretch and sew it onto the 
neckline or armholes for a nice 
look that’s easy to accomplish. 
—Betty Dorfan, Houston, TX 


Easier needle threading 
This method for threading a 
sewing-machine needle may be an 
oldie that I just discovered, but I 
find it so fast and easy that I no 
longer bother to look for the needle 
threader. Clip the end of the thread 
so you have a clean cut, and raise 
the sewing-machine needle to its 
highest position. Place the nail of 
your right thumb directly behind 
the eye of the needle. Thread the 
needle with your left hand (even 
right-handers) by essentially press- 
ing the tip of the thread against 
the eye, which is covered by your 
thumbnail. As you pull your thumb 
away, the thread pushes through 
the eye more easily than with the 
typical threading process, because 
it has no place else to go. I was 
skeptical about this method at first, 
but it works great. 

—Mildred Bowles, Framingham, MA 


Pattern weights 
with appeal 
Pattern weights are a wonderfully 
useful invention, but why not create 
your own lovely collection by gath- 
ering “weights” on visits to rivers 
and beaches? Mine are rocks and 
shells, smooth and rough. Some 
are round, some long and narrow, 
and some triangular or crescent- 
shaped. The textures and shapes 
please my hands while I use them. 
And when not in use, they please 
my eyes, nestled in their basket. 
—Trish Randall, Tacoma, WA 
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a Introducing Crafters Choice? 
Nao A ares new book club for 
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Choose 3 books 
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43-4014. $18,99/$16.50 


Naturecrafts ¢ Needlework ¢ 
Softcover 


Stenciling and much more.... 
Whatever craft you like to do, 
Crafter’s Choice has the best 


books for you. 45-7584. $27.95/$25.50 





Pub. pric e/Club price 
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(@) Crafters Chotce® A Division of Book-of-the-Month Club, Inc. Camp Hill, PA 17012-0001 
Take 3 books for $1 each as a member of Crafters Choice. 


YES! Please enroll me in Crafter’s Choice according to the terms described at the left. 
Indicate your book | | _ 8-38 
sladiiee by number: | _ | _ | 7 
Special Offer: Select a 4th book at 50% off the publisher’s 
price now, plus shipping and handling. Then buy just one 


more book during the next year. 
4th book at 50% off (optional): 





Become a member today by choosing 3 books for $1 each. 
Enjoy your books for 10 days. If you're not satisfied, return them 
to us. Youll owe nothing and be under no further obligation. 
Otherwise, we'll bill you 1 for each, plus shipping and handling. 
You simply agree a, a 2 more books within the next year, but 
you may buyas manyas you wish. 

As a member, youll receive the Crafters Choice Collection 17 
times a year (about every 3 weeks). Each issue describes a Main 








My main interest is (check one box only) but I 
am free to choose from any category: 

[] Sewing (1) LJ Quilting (2) (1 Cross-Stitch (3) 
_] Naturecrafts (4) [J Decorative Woodcrafts(5) 
CC159-1-0 | 7] Needlecrafts/Stitchery (6) [J Knitting (7) 














Selection considered b your editors to be one of the best new! y el Others) ; 
published crafts books, plus scores of other books and related Name TESST C Have;you purchased anything through 
products at prices up to 20% lower than the publishers’, and u oiiiliiiiiaaiiaiinus = aoe 
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to 50% lower with special offers in every catalog. If you want the 
Main Selection, do nothing. We'll send it to you automatically. If 
you want other books—or no books—indicate your decision on 
the Reply Card and return it by the specified date. Best of all, 
every purchase earns you valuable Bonus Points that you can 
trade in for FREE books. A shipping and handling charge is 
added to each shipment. If the Collection is dela yed a you receive 
a Main Selection without having had 10 days to notify us, just 
return it and owe nothing. Your membership may be discontinued 
by you or by the Club atany time after you've bought 2 additional 
books within the next year. 


Address ___Apt. 








How do you pay for your mail-order purchases? 
LJ) Cash C1 Credit Card (0 Check 

City State Zip LJ Money Order 

GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION: You may examine your introductory Howmany books have you purchased in the 
books for 10 days, free. If you are not satisfied, for any reason whatsoever, | Pasty ear? 
simply return the books and you will be under no further obligation. LNone LJ} to5 U6 or more #077 


= =~ Crafter’s Choice® ts a registered trademark of Book-of-the Month visti Prices and offer aed alee eataas 
en Club, Inc., and includes Better Homes & Gardens® Crafts Club, a ggg All orders subject to approval. 
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Basics 


We've set aside 
this space to explain 
sewing techniques 
and terms that may 
not be familiar to 
everyone. If you've 
ever been stumped 
by a casual 
instruction to 
“clean-finish the 
edge” or “find the 
true bias,” this 
column should be a 
handy reference. 
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UTILITY 
STITCHES 


by Toni Toomey 


Most sewing machines made in the 
past 30 years have utility stitches 
that provide wonderful solutions 
to everyday sewing chores. These 
classic stitches were created to han- 
dle special fabrics and produce 
seams, hems, and other effects that 
can’t be accomplished with the ba- 
sic straight or zigzag stitch. Yet, if 
your experience is anything like 
mine, even though the stitches and 
their uses are shown in your ma- 
chine’s instruction manual, it’s easy 
to ignore them. Here’s a brief re- 
fresher course on utility stitches 
and some ways they're used. The 
techniques shown in the samples 
on this page and on pp. 22 and 24 
represent some, but by no means 
all, of the things that can be done 
with the utility stitches found on 
most machines. Many of the tech- 
niques in the samples are old stan- 
dards that you'll find in your ma- 
chine’s manual; as well, ’'ve added 
afew of my personal favorites. 


A stitch by any name 

All the samples on these pages were 
sewn with the stitches shown at 
left on p. 22. These stitches are 
likely to be exactly the same or very 
similar to those on your sewing 
machine. For convenience, ll use 
the stitch names I’m familiar with 
(every machine brand uses its own 
names for these stitches). If your 
stitches have different names or 
don’t look exactly like those shown 
here, find the closest stitch your 
machine offers, which will proba- 
bly produce the same results as 
those in the samples. 








Utility stitches for special seams: 
1. For a mock-felled seam, use the 
overlock stitch (see the drawings 
on p. 22 to see how each utility 
stitch is formed) to finish the seam 
allowances (s.a.s). Sew the seam as 
called for in the pattern, trim the s.a. to % in., press the seam open, then 
press it to one side (double-pressing helps it lie flat). Sew the s.a.s together 
with the overlock stitch and press them to one side. Then, from the RS, 
straight-stitch % in. from the seam. 


2. For a very strong seam on 
heavyweight fabrics, like the crotch 
seam on denim at top right, use the 
triple straight stitch. Don’t use this 
stitch on a fabric weaker than the 
seam itself, because if something 
gives way under heavy use, it should 
be the seam, not the fabric. 


3. For a decorative effect, or to 
reduce bulk in thick, nonraveling 
fabrics, make a strong fagoted seam 
with the running stitch: butt two thick 
fabrics’ edges together and stitch 
them centered under the needle be 
(center right). Or for an open seam (bottom), press under the s.a. on each 
piece and stitch the two pieces together with a %«in. gap between them. 


Make quick work of hems and facings: 

1. On knits and tightly woven fabrics, the blind-hem stitch alone can serve 
to finish the raw edge and stitch the hem. Before hemming woven fabrics 
that might ravel, finish the raw edge with a small fold or hem tape. 


2. Press the hem and machine-baste it in place % in. from the raw edge. 


3. Fold the hem to the RS along the basted line. Position the fold against the 
RS of the blind-hem foot’s stitch guide, and adjust the blind-hem stitch width 
so that when the needle swings to 
the left for the zigzag, it just nicks 


4, Remove the basting thread and 
press the hem flat to finish. 











the fold, catching only a few threads. 


Photos by Scott Phillips 
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BASICS... 


UTILITY 
STITCHES 


In addition to the basic 
straight and zigzag 
stitches, refer to your 
machine’s instruction 
manual to find the same 
or similar stitches as 
those shown below. 
Then make samples of 
the stitches suggested in 
the manual or shown 
here—or both. 


Overlock stitch 


RAAT 
AAAAAARANAARAAD 


A \ a 
NS ‘es aie \ ~— \ -— . 


Running stitch 








Blind-hem stitch 


VN 


Super stretch stitch 





Universal stitch 


“NS NS NS 


Triple straight stitch 





ae 


<——> 


(Formed, as shown in 
bottom row, with 4 
stitches forward, 2 
backward, 4 forward, 
this stitch contains pairs 
of overlapping stitches. ) 


Double overlock stitch 


AyAyAyAyAYAVAyAYAyAyA) 


22 THREADS 


The roster of specialized utility 
stitches you'll find on most ma- 
chines includes the following: The 
overlock stitch (at bottom, right, and 
at top on p. 20) produces a stretchy 
seam and edge finish for knits, or 
an edge finish (but not a seam) for 
woven fabrics. The running stitch 
(at right, above; left, below; and at 
center on p. 20) produces a strong, 
wide stitch, which is both utilitar- 
ian and decorative, and can be used 
for fagoting seams, understitching, 
or applying elastic. The blind-hem 
stitch (at bottom on p. 20 and at 
top on p. 24) stitches forward, then 
zigzags once to the left. When a 
hem is folded, as shown in step 3 in 
the lower example on p. 20, the 
tip of the zigzag catches a few 
threads of the fabric for a tiny hem- 
stitch. The super stretch stitch (at 
right, center) consists of very short, 
narrow zigzags alternating with 
slightly wider zigzags, which makes 
a strong, stretchy seam for medi- 
um- to heavyweight knits. The uni- 


versal stitch (at bottom on p. 24) 
alternates straight stitches on ei- 
ther side of a zigzag and is ideally 
suited to couching narrow elastic 
and cords. 

Two common utility stitches 
found on machines with multi- 
directional stitches (formed with 
both a forward and reverse mo- 
tion) include the triple straight stitch 
and the double overlock stitch. The 
triple straight stitch (which sews 
forward four stitches, back two, 
then forward four again, eventual- 
ly straight-stitching over the seam- 
line three times) produces a very 
strong seam for areas that will get 
a lot of wear on heavyweight fab- 
rics, such as the crotch curve and 
inseams in denim pants (second 
from top on p. 20). The double 
overlock stitch combines forward 
and reverse straight stitches with a 
zigzag, producing a smooth seam 
and edge finish for lightweight 
knits, and can also be used for 
couching (at center on p. 24). 


Utility stitches help handle knit fabrics: 
1. The super stretch stitch is used in place of the straight stitch for seams 


on medium- to heavyweight knits. When sewing in the direction of the 


knit’s stretch, prevent the fabric from stretching and creating a wavy edge 


by placing a finger behind the presser foot to cause a minor “traffic jam” 


of fabric as it exits the presser foot. 


2. Use the overlock stitch for seams in medium- to lightweight knits. 


3. From Bernina instructor Millie Schwandt of Eugene, OR, a great variation 


on the technique shown in many machine manuals for applying lingerie 


elastic: use the running stitch to sew the elastic, picot side down, to the 


nylon tricot on the RS, stretching the elastic as you sew, then turn the elastic 





to the tricot’s WS and stitch again, 
stretching the elastic as you sew. For 
a quick scalloped hem (not shown), 
use the overlock stitch at its widest 
setting. Working from the WS, fold 
up the raw edge 4 in. and position 
the tricot so that the needle stitches 
just of f the fold. 


Use the running stitch to 
attractively understitch a facing 
and help reduce bulk in heavy 
fabrics. Sew the facing to the 
garment, right sides together, 
grade and press open the seam 
allowance, then press the facing 
to the wrong side. Place the facing 
and the garment open flat, wrong 
sides against the machine bed, with 
the seam allowances toward the 
facing. Use the running stitch to 
sew the seam allowances to the 
facing close to the seam. 








Illustrations by Christine Erikson 


Take the mystery out of serging... 
with the Juki Pearl Line Sergers 





MO-654 MO-655 MO-654DE 
2/3/4 Thread Serger 2-Needle, 2/3/4/5 Thread Serger 2/3/4 Thread Serger 
With Differential Feed With Differential Feed 

y | And Chain Stitch 











Choose the model that’s 
right for you, and open the 
door to creative sewing! 


(and look for our new 


Juki Serger video) 






CONTACT JUKI 
FOR THE DEALER 
NEAR YOU 









JUKI UNION SPECIAL, INC. 


Juki Lock Headquarters + 5 Haul Road, Wayne, New Jersey 07470 * (201) 633-7200 
California Division + 14518 Best Avenue, Santa Fe Springs, California 90670 * (310) 483-5355 
Omega Sewmac, Inc. + 3445 Park Avenue, Montreal, Quebec H2X 2H6 * (514) 842-8691 


e-mail address * murata@juki.com 


high ta ic 





automatic rolled hemming 





easy threading 





¢ new blind 
hem/universal 
guide foot 


* new curve/ 
pearl foot 





* piping foot 

* blind stitch foot 
* elasticator foot 

* gathering foot 
* cording foot 

* pearl foot 
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Couch heavy thread or elastic with utility stitches for various gathered effects: 


1. The samples above were made from identical-size fabrics and sewn to identical backings. You can produce 
different effects with the gathers by varying the stitch length when couching. Couch two rows of heavy topstitching 
thread or lightweight cord with a zigzag or blind-hem stitch, draw up the topstitching thread, stitch down the 
gathers, then remove the couching threads and cord. For a tightly gathered effect (left), use a very short zigzag 
stitch and a very loose needle-thread tension (so the couching threads can be removed easily). Lengthen the 
zigzag-stitch length to make softer gathers even though the amount of fabric gathered remains the same (center). 
For very loose gathers, couch the topstitching thread, catching it with the 


SAA A AH AAA AR OF 


Step off on the right foot 
Many machines come with a se- 
lection of presser feet, like the over- 
lock and the blind-hem foot, which 
are intended to assist you with 
guiding the fabric and the machine 
with forming the stitch. In partic- 
ular, the overlock foot has a small 
wire that the zigzag stitch must 
pass over, which prevents it from 
drawing up the fabric’s raw edge. 
The blind-hem foot has a guide for 
the fold in a blind hem. For the 
best results with utility stitches, 
use these and other feet suggested 
in your instruction manual. 





zigzag of a blind-hem stitch set at its longest stitch length. If you want to 


manipulate the gathers into pleats, make sure the zigzag stitches in each 


row are perfectly aligned with each other (right). 


2. Create heavy elastic shirring by couching elastic cord with the double 


overlock stitch, being careful not to stretch the elastic cord. When all rows 


are couched, draw up the elastic cords. You can sew rows of couched elastic 


cord close together, using a pintucking foot to guide the stitches. 


3. Couch narrow elastic over the cord with the universal stitch set wide 


enough so that it doesn’t catch the elastic, then draw up the elastic to 


create gathers. 


Make samples 

for reference 

To practice the techniques shown 
here, make samples on 6-in.-square 
fabric scraps. Tinker with the 
stitch-length and width adjust- 
ments to get the best results that 
you can. 

More years ago than I’m will- 
ing to admit, in home-economics 
class, I used to love making little 
practice samples to glue into my 
sewing-project notebook. Well, I 
still enjoy making sewn samples 
and keeping them, along with their 
instructions, in plastic sleeves in a 


three-ring binder of tips and tricks. 
The samples provide a quick refer- 
ence when I’m trying to remember 
how something was done; and 
while making the samples, I often 
think up more tricks of my own. I 
hope youll make samples of the 
utility stitches shown here and in 
your sewing machine’s instruction 
manual, and if you come up with 
some new ideas for using them, 
please let us know. 


Toni Toomey, a former associate editor 
of Threads, is now a sewing book editor 


with Rodale Press. 
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the harmony of timeless patterns and colors. 





CS. 


Eleanor Burns - 
renowned designer of 
the Jewel Box Quilt 
and originator and 


» You cant put a price on that. vo 


Series, “Quilt in a Day.” 


Elna 6003 Quilter’s Dream 
Special quilter's dream package 
includes a walking foot, 

1/4" foot and a free 


motion quilting foot 
Ok it * Special quilt stitch 
dy, 5 On / . * Buttonhole and feather stitch 


| Adjustable foot pressure 
On sale for a limited time. 
Drop feed dog 


Up/down needle position 
Automatic needle threader 
Stitch completion and tie-off 
Mirror imaging 

Convenient carrying bag 
with storage 


For more information about the 
6003 Quilter’s Dream or the 
Elna Dealer nearest you, call 

| -800-848-ELNA. 

In Canada call 1-800-263-2312. 


MSRP $1149.00 
Price optional at participating dealers 


na 


atraditron of tonovation™ 








Introducing the Quilter’s Dream 


Fitting 


Here’s the place to 


get some answers 
to your fitting 
questions. If you 
have a better 
solution than the 
one we've given 
here, please write 
and tell us. Send 
your questions 
(include photos, 
if possible), 
comments, and 
solutions to: 
Threads Fit, 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506; 

or via e-mail: 
th@taunton.com 
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Walking room in pants 
My pants fit well when I’m standing, 
but I feel them tightening up around 
my rear and knees when I walk. 
Help! 

—Alexandra Walczyk, Bangor, PA 


Pants that seem to fit well but 
aren’t comfortable for walking are 
usually too narrow in the crotch, 
says fitting expert Della Steineck- 
ert. This is a very common prob- 
lem with both ready-to-wear pants 
and commercial patterns, but it can 
be easily remedied at the pattern 
stage. Unfortunately, in ready-to- 
wear pants, there’s usually not 
enough extra seam allowance at 
the inseams to allow them to be 
corrected. The crotch may accom- 
modate your body shape well when 


you're standing, but walking in- 
creases the distance from the front 
of the body to the back, which will 
quickly reveal inseam- and crotch- 
fitting problems, as you've discov- 
ered. Other contributing factors 
may include a crotch shape that 
isn’t appropriate for the wearer’s 
body, or center-front and center- 
back seamlines that are too far off 
grain. The following directions will 
enable you to detect and correct 
all of these problems. 

The area of the crotch that’s prob- 
ably too narrow in your pants re- 
sults from the insufficient extra 
room the pattern provides for the 
garment fabric to extend between 
your legs, connecting the front and 
back. In other words, it’s what dis- 
tinguishes your pants from a skirt. 


MEASURE CROTCH WIDTH 


Pin out any pleats before 
measuring hip width. 


1. Measure from seamline to 
seamline across both front 
and back pattern pieces about 
7 to 8 in. below waistline 
at side seams. Divide front 
measurement by 4, and back 
measurement by 2. 


2. Extend CF and CB seamlines 
into pants about 3 or 4 in. 
below point where step 17 
measurement was taken. 


3. Measure horizontally from 
each line extended in step 2 
to top of corresponding inseam 
to find current crotch width. 


. Subtract front-crotch width 
from divided front-hip width, 
and back-crotch width from 
divided back-hip width to find 
amount you need to add to 
each crotch width. 


Front 


Example: 
Front extension = 1% in. 


I use a simple formula for deter- 
mining the appropriate, propor- 
tionate amount of crotch extension 
beyond the center-front and -back 
seamlines, based on the dimen- 
sions of the hips in the crotch area: 
allotting three eighths of the hip 
width of the combined front and 
back pattern pieces to the total 
crotch width seems to work well. 
The drawings below and at the top 
of p. 28 show how to measure and 
correct the crotch to reflect this. 
To set up your pattern, start with 
one that already fits around your 
hips comfortably, then fold out and 
pin any pleats from the waist down 
to wherever they’re supposed to ta- 
per to nothing (pleats are a style de- 
tail; they aren’t intended to provide 
fitting room). 


Front hip = 9% in. (divided by 4 = 2% in.) 


2% in. — 14 in. =%in. = amount to add to front-crotch width 


Back hip = 9% in. (divided by 2 = 4% in.) 


Back extension = 3% in. 


4% in. — 3% in. = 14 in. = amount to add to back-crotch width 





by Kim Jaecke 


Iustrations 





FEATURING INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN INSTRUCTORS! 





For the latest in sewing, quilting and needleart, etc. 
Try the newest techniques and see the latest 


products available! | Bie T tA PS) 
| \ pe pes 
—June 18-20, 1998— Oy = S 
All Classes Free | 1 eae hie SS 
9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. RS) i CAG OY 
Arlington Convention Center ge ic i Oe bs 
Arlington, TX | \rA4 Oe i; 
10:00 A.M. until 6:00 P.M. | Pandace Kling 


General Admission $12 per day 


For Comsumer Information and Class Schedule, please address inquiries to: En JOY learnin @ creat ive ribbon man Ip ulation 
CONSUMER SHOW c/o Martha Pullen Company 


518 Madison Street, Huntsville, AL 35801 
Vendor's Only Call 1-800-547-4176 


with the nations foremost ribbon authority, 


Candace Kling 


Looking for hard to find notions 
or tailor’s supplies? 


Need small quantities? ... unusual length zippers? 
Then you’re in luck. 
Need a hard-to-find color zipper, 
seam or hem-binding? 
Then you’re in luck. 
We will closely match swatches 


“If there must be only one, 
this ts it, rilbbon-lovers.” 
— Threads Magazine 


Centuries old, the art of fashioning ribbon into beautiful 
flowers is presented by master ribbon artist Candace Kling 
with examples of exquisite ribbonwork. For ribbon lovers 
and flower lovers alike, this book overflows with stunning 
examples of vintage rlbbonwork from museum and private 
collections. Using new materials and vintage methods, you 
will learn to make flowers, sterns and tendrils, berries, buds, 
and stamens from ribbons, wire, and crinoline. This book ts 

simply too beautiful, too delightful to resist. 
$25.95, sc, 144 pp, full color, 8.5” x 11”, index, #10144 


> 
BOT om 


1-800-284-1114 


International: 1-510-677-0377, FAX: 1-510-677-0373. 
Visit us on the internet at http://Awww.ctpub.com. 





Oregon Tailor Supply Co, Ine. 
has hundreds of colors of threads and zippers. 


—We even sell zippers by the inch! 
Minimum order $5.00 


Call us with your hard-to-fill notions 
and tailor supply needs, or ask for our catalog: 


Oregon Tailor Supply Co. 
P.O. Box 42284, Portland, OR 97242 
1503 232-6191 800 678-2457 Fax:503 232-9470 





l ; Call for a free catalog or write to C&T Publishing, 1651 Challenge Drive, Concord, CA 
! We're knowledgeable, friendly and will fill your order 94520-5206, or e-mail us at: ctinfo@ctpub.com. Add $4.50 for shipping, 

s ~ promptly so you can complete those important projects. oi : —_ $4 each additional book. California residents add 8.25% sales tax. 
sh cm _! = = 
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ALTER CROTCH 


Taper the adjustment amount to zero at about half the distance to the 
knee in front and three quarters of the distance to the knee in back. 





Front 


1 Ma In. 
added 

















The contour of the final crotch 


curve may also be contributing 
to your problem, so after you've 
added any width you need, pin to- 
gether the front and back inseams 
as far down as you can before the 
curves of the two seamlines start 
disturbing the flatness of the pat- 
tern pieces, as shown in the draw- 


CORRECT CROTCH SEAMLINE AND 


ing below. On the back, draw a 
smooth, gently rounded curve con- 
necting the front and back curves, 
allowing the center to cut off the 
existing ends of the inseams, and 
flattening the front portion of the 
curve, if necessary. This should 
also create a flatter contour than 
before in the center of the curve, 


CENTER-FRONT GRAIN 


1. Fold new front seam allowance under 
along new seamline and align it with new 


back seamline. 


2. Redraw crotch seam as shown, starting 
at base of back curve and ending where ¢ 
CF seam begins to curve into crotch. \ 


3. If CF seam is off grain, slash front pattern 
horizontally from side seam to base of \\ 
zipper opening (or about 7% to 8 in. 
below waistline) and pivot until CF seam 
is parallel to grain. Repeat on back, 
spreading side seam same amount. 


Slash and \\ 
pivot CF 
to parallel 
grainline. 


\ \ 
7 \ 


Redrawn / | / 
i i j 
crotch curve /! I; ‘| 






which makes sense if you've had to 
increase the space between front 
and back as described above. In 
fact, the larger and rounder the fig- 
ure in the hip and seat, the flatter 
and longer the center of the crotch 
curve must be. 

The final area to check is the an- 
gle of the center-front seamline. If 
it’s off grain, slash the pattern hor- 
izontally from the side seam to the 
center-front seam at the base of the 
zipper, or where the seam begins to 
bend to create the crotch curve, as 
in the drawing below. Spread the 
slash until the center-front seamline 
is parallel to the grainline, then 
measure the amount of spread at 
the side seam and repeat on the 
back, spreading the side seam the 
same amount. Together, these cor- 
rections should improve the com- 
fort of the crotch seam and pro- 
vide enough fabric at the inseams 
so that the inner leg won’t bind 
against the torso, rear, or knees. 


Della Steineckert is an associate 
professor in clothing and textiles 


at Brigham Young University. 


/ / Slash and 
' pivot back 


a ,/ same as 


ey front. 


You'll find us behind 


every successful sewing 
mm project. 


Janet Gibbons gives a whole 
new meaning to the phrase “Dress 
for success.” That’s because she 
not only enjoys sewing as a hobby 
— she actually makes the clothes 
that take her into the professional 
world. And HTC interfacings are 
behind her all the way. 

HTC interfacings are recognized 
and asked for industry-wide. We 
provide all types of interfacings 
and specialty items for sewing and 
crafts. Among our most popular items 
are weft insertions, wovens and 
nonwovens, Cool Fuse™ interfacings 
and fusible craft products. 

When you choose the interfacing 
for your next project, insist on the 
source that stands for quality and 
innovation. Insist on HTC. 
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HANDLER TEXTILE CORP. 24 Empire Boulevard Moonachie, NJ 07074 sewing ea 


For a free educational brochure send a self-addressed stamped envelope to Dept. 801 at above address. 
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Needlework 
Fair 


January 29-February 1, 1998 
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Aboard the Queen Mary 


March 5-8, 1998 


Denver, Colorado 
Marriott Southeast 


April 16-19, 1998 
Bloomingdale, Illinois 
Indian Lakes Resort 
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Bane 
Visit your local authorized ha Viking dealer 
to see the revolutionary , 
Husqvarna Format Conversion Pro 
that converts embroidery software and embroidery designs 
to and from all formats including commercial formats. 


Call 1-800-358-0001 . | 
or visit our web site at (") Husqvarna 


http://www.husqvarnaviking.com IVIKING 


for your nearest dealer. When You're Ready for the Best 


Classes ¥ Marketplace¥ Exhibits 


Treat yourself to new skills, supplies & 
ideas for ribbonwork, stitchery, quilting, 
tatting, needlepoint, lace making & more. 


VTreat yourself t to a trip to the Fair! 














For more details and a Class registration 
brochure, send a long SASE (78¢) to the 
ILN Fair, Dept. T, 836 B Southampton 
Rd., #285 Benicia, CA 94510 


crazy quilts y cranes ¥ crochet ¥ tatting ¥ bobbin lace ¥ Christmas designs ¥ quilting ¥ knitting ¥ fabrics b 





J pulled thread work ¥ silk ribbon embroidery 


* CONSUMERS CHOICE & DIGEST & GUIDE BEST Th MODELS . 
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ALL BRAN aol 


“IT'S WOT ASIN TO SAVE MONEY & Taxes” Jo 
TOLL FREE FAL 800-866- 


Home Source Credit Card 510/ DSi: up to $5000 Line! 


| EMBROIDERY, MONOGRAM, CRAFT i PROFESSIONAL MACHINES 
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® WELCOP7BA Mime Seiki JAPAN(PFAF 776,Metional Mech Sopreme) S249°C | 
ED marcy BLreOO MBL F004 TOTS Kneelt JAPAN 299. EOD BADE TAY 
veer JAPAN | 4U/744F reece 5249/1400 454 S09 (PEAT Hobie P5999) 
TL) mW Bernina) 644 (006) 5349/5407) $49 / bb HOOK) S09 / Tiny Serger $49 
(cae TH Pe UTS SD ee) So 
BERNINA, ELNA, NEW HOME, PFAFF, SINGER, VIKING-WHITE 
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“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


Jacquard Crepe 36" $15.95 yd. Crepe de Chine 45° $13.95 yd. 
YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy $19.95 yd. | Crepe de Chine Prints 45" $16.95 yd. 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45" $15.95 yd. Satin Stripes 45" $18.95 yd. 
Silk Georgette Chiffon 44°/45" $9.95 yd. Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" $19.95 yd. 
China Silk 45" . Charmeuse 19%mm 45" $17.95 yd. 
Silk Noil 35°/36" . Jacquard Charmeuse 45° $18.95 yd. 
Spun 35'/36" $10.95 yd. Silk/Rayon Velvet 45" $19.95 yd. 
Taffeta 48" $19.95 yd/36" $16.95 yd. Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular $19.95 yd. 
Silk Satin 45" $13.95 yd. 100% Wool Crepe 58" (Colors) $18.95 yd. 
Palace Brocade 36" $9.95 yd./45" $12.95 yd. 100% Wool Gabardine 58" (Colors) . .$18.95 yd. 
100% Linen 32°/36" $10.95 yd. Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) .. .$18.95 yd. 
Silk Peau de Soie . . .30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45° $29.95 yd. 


54" SQ. HAND EMBROIDERED SILK SHAWLS IN BLACK OR WHITE AND MUCH MORE 
SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 
8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
(213) 651-2323 


VISITORS WELCOME 
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PLEATER, CABINET, IRON, LAMP, CUTTER. FORM, LOOMS 
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Cy PES es TUROPROS| 7 PRESSZ7 Sal 39 HAUS OPO 
PRO'S JIFFY STEAMER 32-5149. 195779 14-5759) caste conce-@ rad 
DAZOR 5” Mognifier 42” Aerial Lamp ISAS 179/7 Stretch View $279 rs 
SCISSOR PRO ShearSharpener $39/WOLFE ¥ Grind & Buff Twice aie 789 
SOODRESSFORMS-UNIQUELY YOU,SINGER, ATHENA, VEMIS, ARDIS,0RITZS129 /BONFITS S3)fen. 
“PRICES CHANGE, [AYAWAY 10% DOWN, TRADE-INS EXCHANGE OR 15% RESTOCKING FEE NO LA lit 


AllBrands Sew-Knit-Serg & Embroidery 
MAIL: 9789 Florida Blyd., Baton Roiige, Lovisiana 70815 
Web: www.allbrands com Phone 504:923 1785 _FAX504.923 126 
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FABULOUS FIT DRESS FORM 
NO MORE FITTINGS!!! 

MADE IN FRANCE WITH A CASTIRON BASE 

WITH 15 FOAM PADS & A LYCRA BODYSUIT 


GUARANTEED TO DUPLICATE ANY BODY! 
WHOLESALE INQUIRIES WELCOME 
PATENTED IN USA AND CANADA 


, We * 





“KIT” ALSO SOLD SEPARATELY 


865 FLORIDA ST. #3 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94110 
TEL (415) 648-7858 FAX (415) 641-8704 


COUTURE SEWING SCHOOL 


FORMERLY THE BRIDAL SEWING SCHOOL 
ae ‘. a 


stg — 


NEw 
Book 


» | Bridal 
| Couture 
Fine Sewing 
Techniques for 


Wedding Gowns 
& Evening Wear 


$29.95° 


eed Published by Krause 
For a copy of my new book call 410-592-5711 or fax 


410-592-6913, or mail your order to the address below. | 


*Shipping: U.S.A. $5.00, Canada $7.00, 
Intemational $10.00. VISA & MC accepted. _ 
MD residents add 5% sales tax. 


BALTIMORE, MD: March 22-27 | — 

or March 29-April 3, 1998; 

Oct. 11-16 or Oct. 18-23, 1998 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA: July 12-17, 1998 
PORTLAND, OR: July 19-24, 1998 


COUTURE TECHNIQUES * BUSINESS TOPICS 
Learn couture sewing techniques for bridal & evening 
wear during a week-long program of individualized 
hands-on instruction led by Susan Khalje, nationally 
renowned couturiére, teacher, and author. 


For a brochure call (410) 592-5711 or write: 
4600 Breidenbaugh Lane, Glenarin, MD 21057. 
http:/Avww.sewnet.com/SusanKhalje 


om ‘loving I alies” 
















NEW BOOK by Mary Ellen Flury 


Step-by-Step Instructions 
by Mary Ellen Flury 
(233 Illustrations) Only $18.95 


Video Sale (Limited Otter 






"nat 


vai 


Kew. Price Sale 


Tailoring Men’s Suit/Sport Coat $39.95 $29.95 
‘Tailoring Ladies’ Jackets $34.95 $24.95 
Men’s Pants and Vest $34.95 $24.95 
Shipping 2315 B Forest Drive, Suite 50 


Annapolis, MD 21401 
1-800-355-1137 

FAX 410-798-1951 

VISA and MasterCard accepted 
Videos available on VHS and PAL 


USA $3.00 (1 book or 1 Video) 
$5 (2-3 Videos) 

Canada $5 (1 book or 1 Video) 
$7 (2-3 Videos) 

Internat’! $10 each 


Shiney Apainn 
Sewing 


Connection 
CSSD 


America's elegant lady of sewing 


brings you timeless fashion, 


Ifyou 
farent 
familiar 

with the 
work | love, 
please callfor a free catalog! 


COMIMON-SENSE hitting solutions, ano 
projects hor children ov 


gran children. 


KB 


Call your local public television stations 
and request they air the NEW Series 17 programs 


Sing Seminar Schedule 


Atlanta GA American Sewing Guild (770)662-6012 
Medford OR American Sewing Guild (800)729-0280 
Portland OR American Sewing Guild(503)524-5400 
Puyallup WA Sewing Exposition (206)840-4776 
Australia/New Zealand 

Orlando FL American Sewing Guild (541)772-4059 
Duluth MN Kelly J's (800)638-1911 
St Paul MN American Sewing Guild (541)772-4059 


New Series Book 17 for March 
( $1 7.50 includes shipping ) 


Thirteen new fashion projects for beginners to advanced, 
novice or professional. Let Shirley inspire you 
from homemade to WOW! 
Call now to order 1-800-237-4475 MasterCard or Visa 


Mail P.O. or check to 
The Sewing Connection-TH 
PO Box 688 « Plainfield IN 46168 


www .sewingconnection.com 
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Wrap the shoulders of the 
simplest jacket with a classic 
slot seam. A second, lower slot 
appears only on the front, and 
both seams have buttonholes 
hidden inside. The pant’s side 
seams get the same decorative 
treatment (suit designed and 
constructed by Jeffrey Mayer; 
for a similar effect, adapt Vogue 
1986 and any slim pants pattern 


with a center-back closure). 





Borrow a great detail from the 40s to add 


he Unforgettable 


TOS a\y 





texture and design lines to a garment 


by Jeffrey Mayer 


love to incorporate sporty 
dressmaker details from the 
1940s into modern, wearable 
clothing, and the slot seam is 
one of my favorites. An easy- 
to-sew, scldom-used tailoring 
technique, the slot seam is a par- 
tially open, topstitched seam with 
a facing behind the “lips” that cre- 
ates a crisply dimensional striped 
effect, which is especially ellec- 
tive ona plain fabric. 
Slot seams became popular in 
the 1940s, when the fabric ra- 
tioning of World War Il forced de- 


signers to conserve fabric and 


come up with creative surface de- 
tails. In addition, by reducing the 
size of pattern pieces, the slot 
seam often allows for a more eco- 
nomical pattern layout, requiring 
less fabric while enhancing the 
garment design. The late Holly- 
wood costumer-turned-ready-to- 
wear-designer Gilbert Adrian used 
slot seams on many ol the tailored 
suits he designed for actresses like 
Joan Crawford. With the recent 
revival of interest in 1940s styles, 
designers like Karl Lagerfeld at 
Chanel are again using slot seams 


in their haute couture garments. 


A simple choice 

of patterns 

The decorative slot seam works 
best on a basic tailored garment to 
highlight a seam, act as a transi- 
tion for color blocking, define an 
area like a shoulder or hip yoke, 
or simply add surface decoration 
to a plain fabric. It can also make 
an unusual sleeve vent on a jack- 
et or tailored dress. 

The slot seam opens to reveal a 
self-fabric or contrasting under- 
lay, with a line of topstitching 
from % to | in. away from the cen- 


ter opening on each side of the 


Pe pome Mies a 
SLOT SEAM 


A decorative seam 

with an underlay of 
matching or contrasting 
fabric, the slot seam is 
anchored with two 
rows of topstitching. 


itt ade 
Slot F 
lips —“ 
‘i | 
a 
Underlay —_— Topstitching 
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seam, as shown in the drawing at 
left. You can easily add straight or 
curved slot seams to a basic pat- 
tern, and even incorporate a but- 
tonhole or pocket into a slot seam, 
as on the jacket detail shown and 
the dress illustrated on p. 36. Start 
with a fairly basic pattern for an 
unfitted jacket, coat, or dress with- 
out extra vertical seams, like Vogue 
1986, 9574, 9651, and 9237, and 
Kwik-Sew 2621, all of which could 
easily have slot seams added. 

In trying a slot seam for the first 
time and deciding where to place it, 
begin with the straight slot, which 
has self-facings formed by turning 
back each edge of the slot and is 
easier to sew than its curved cous- 
in. Curved slot seams are trickier 
because they require a separate fac- 
ing, which I'll explain below. 


Best fabric options 

Since the construction of slot 
seams includes several layers of 
fabric, with deep seam allowances 
and an underlay fabric that may 
show through, it’s best to choose 
fairly thin, firm fabrics that press 


ADAPT A 
JACKET 
PATTERN 
FOR SLOT 
SEAMS 


After drawing 
a line for the 
slot-seam placement, 
cut along the line, 
and add the slot 
facings. For a 
1-in.-wide finished 

| slot, you'll add 
% in, to each 
cut edge. 


well, have little pressing shine or 
seam show-through, and hold a 
nice crease. My favorites include 
flat-surfaced wools like flannel, 
twill, or crepe; suit-weight silk or 
linenfora dressier effect; and heavy 
cottons like denim, poplin, and 
duck for sportier styles. Stay away 
from synthetic blends, heavily tex- 
tured or plush fabrics, patterned 
fabrics (on a print, the seam would 
be lost), or any fabric that’s too 
thin or sheer to hide the slot seam’s 
inner construction. 


It’s easy to 

modify a pattern 

Since slot seams must be located in 
a seamline, you can either place 
them in an existing seam, or add 
new style lines to the garment pat- 
tern where you want the slot. It’s 
not difficult to modify a pattern to 
add a decorative straight slot seam. 
First, draw a line across the pat- 
tern where you want to place the 
new seam. If the seam crosses an- 
other pattern piece, as it does on 
my jacket sleeve, then you'll also 
need to mark the sleeve pattern at 


¥-in. slot 
facings 
added. 


Sleeve 


exactly the point where the two 
seams will meet. The easiest way to 
do this is by measuring up from 
the armscye notch on both the 
sleeve and body pieces. After you 
mark the pattern, cut it along the 
line and add the self-facings before 
cutting out the garment. 

I prefer a 1-in.-wide finished slot, 
which means that each lip of the 
slot will be 4 in. wide. For %-in. 
lips, you'll need to add a #4-in. seam 
allowance to each side to create a 
fold-back facing (for the 4-in. facing 
and a 4-in. seam allowance, which 
will get caught in the seam). You'll 
also need a separate underlay, 
which will be visible when you 
open the slot. For %-in. lips and a 
1-in.-wide slot, cut the underlay 1% 
in. wide on the straight grain of 
the fabric, and the same length as 
the slot. 

To give the seam body, add a 
lightweight fusible interfacing like 
So-Sheer by HTC to each side of 
the slot, either in a 2-in.-wide strip 
or by interfacing the entire area (as 
I usually do on the jacket fronts 
and sleeve cap). If the garment fab- 


Front top 


Front center 


Front bottom 


eet Tul laps 


Mock photo Gry 


Technical illustrations by Kathy Bray 





EASY STEPS FOR A 1-IN. STRAIGHT SLOT, 
WITH OR WITHOUT A BUTTONHOLE 


1. After adapting the pattern, as shown at 
bottom on the facing page, and cutting it out, 
interface the slot areas and baste each slot seam | 
closed, in a %-in. seam. On the buttonhole side < 
(at left), mark the buttonhole placement and stitch 
the basted lips together for 4 in. on the outer end 


of the buttonhole, and from the inner end to the 















front edge of the jacket. 


2. Add an underlay strip to each slot, ending the 
underlay just at the edge of the buttonhole A 


opening (a raw edge is fine, since it will be 
completely enclosed). On the other front, 





extend the underlay across the seam’s 

















entire length. From the inside, stitch 
each side of the underlay to the 
self-facing in a scant 
A-in.-wide seam to 





anchor it in place. 





3. Mark and topstitch % in. from each side 
of the center slot, then remove the basting 
stitches and sew across the slot along the 

seamline at each end. 





. Create a buttonhole opening in the 
jacket facing using one of several methods: 
either work machine or bound buttonholes, 
or, for the neatest opening, add a seam for 
each buttonhole across the width of the 
facing, as shown at left. After applying the 
facing, join the buttonhole openings of the 
jacket and facing with invisible stitches. 


ric is lightweight and you decide to 


underline it, then you'll need no 
additional interfacing. 


Simple construction steps 

The photos above show just how 
easy it is to construct a l-in. slot 
seam, regardless of whether it in- 
cludes a buttonhole. After basting 
the slot seam closed, press it open, 
then add the underlay to the in- 


side, stitching each edge to the self- 
facing. Finally, working from the 
surface with a quilter's gauge on 
the presser foot as a guide (or fol- 
lowing lines marked with chalk or 
tape), topstitch at 4 in. from each 
side of the basted slot. On wools, 
I love the effect of a glossy top- 
stitching thread like Gtittermann’s 
to add drama. Once the topstitch- 
ing is in place, remove the initial 


basting from the slot, and stitch 
across each end along the cross- 
ing seamline for stability. 


Adapt for a curved slot—For 
curved slot seams, you'll need a 
separate facing for each side and an 
underlay pattern, each shaped to fit 
the intended slot. To create these 
pattern pieces, draw the curved 
seamline as you want it on the pat- 
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SLOT SEAMS ADD TEXTURE AND DETAIL 


Slot seams enhance a variety of garment styles. From top, a color-blocked sheath dress has a slot 
at the hip with pockets hidden inside; a 1940s-style bowling shirt has a slot seam at the chest that 
continues across the patch pockets; at the side seam of pants, you can spread the lips of the slot to 
reveal a contrasting underlay fabric. 
















Hide a pocket in a slot. Constructed similarly 
to the buttonhole on p. 35, the hidden pocket 
has bags sewn to the self-facings like those for 
a welt pocket. And be sure to face the upper 
edge of the inner bag with a 2-in. strip of 
the fashion fabric. 


To continue the slot in a 


3 
add a decorative slot seam to = 


smooth, uninterrupted line, 


the patch pocket, as well. 


Emphasize a contrasting underlay fabric 

(here a bias-cut strip of plaid silk taffeta) 

by constructing the slots so they'll lie 4 in. apart. 
It’s easy—just allow for the extra width in the 
pattern, baste the slot lips together as usual, 

and cut the underlay fabric % in. wider. When 
the basting is removed and the slot pressed, 

the underlay will be revealed. 





tern, and then trace it onto three 
separate pieces of paper. On one 
piece, add % in. for the facing to 
one side of the line and a #in. seam 
allowance to the other side; repeat 
on the second piece of paper, re- 
versing sides, to create the second 
facing. On the third piece, add % in. 
to each side of the curved line; this 
will be the underlay pattern. Cut 
the pattern along the curved seam- 
line and extend each edge with the 
new facings, then follow the rest 
of the directions above to complete 
the slot. 


Adding buttonholes or pock- 
ets—It’s not difficult to add but- 
tonholes or a pocket opening to a 
slot-seam underlay, so the detail 
seems to magically appear inside 
the slot. For a buttonhole on a jack- 
et that will have a front facing like 
mine, follow the steps on p. 35. 
For a pocket, the construction is 
basically the same, with pocket 
bags sewn to each self-facing edge 
the same way they’d be sewn for a 
welt pocket. The inner pocket bag 
covers the raw edge of the underlay 
on each side. 

Once you see how easy it is to 
construct a slot seam, it’s interest- 
ing to experiment with different 
colored or textured fabrics in the 
underlay to add contrast. For ex- 
ample, the bias-cut plaid underlay 
shown at bottom, left, creates a 
handsome effect under the silk 
dupioni slot-seam sample, and a 
black velvet underlay would be per- 
fect for a wool crepe evening suit. 
Enjoy experimenting with this 
new/old technique—let’s not allow 
it to be forgotten. ¢ 


Jeffrey Mayer is an assistant professor 
of fashion design at Syracuse Univer- 
sity. His line of elegant women’s cloth- 
ing, which he designs with partner 
Todd Conover, is sold under the label 
Conover Mayer. 


Fashion illustrations by Jeffrey Mayer 





Every sewer needs a dress form. 
Here are four fast, cheap 


(and amusing!) ways to make your own. 


by David Page Coffin 


few years ago I had a 
custom-fitted body form 
made for myself, which 
totally changed the way I 
fit clothes and alter pat- 





terns. Ever since, I’ve 
been telling anyone who'll listen 
how useful it is to have a full-scale 
duplicate of your body on hand 
when making clothes for yourself. 
But the process I used (making a 
surgical-plaster body mold, then 
filling it with an industrial foam) 
must have seemed a bit too costly 
and/or demanding, since not many 
people appear to have followed my 
advice. I’ve recently been investi- 
gating other form-making methods 
that are so simple, quick, and in- 


expensive that I’ve returned to my 
original evangelical enthusiasm, 
and am ready to start shouting out 
the message once again: every sew- 
er needs a dress form! 

What’s so earthshaking about 
having a clone in the sewing room? 
It’s simple: fitting is the hardest 
thing about sewing, especially 
sewing for yourself, and having a 
form on which to solve your fitting 
problems transforms the challenge 
from a slow, abstract process of 
measuring and altering outlines on 
a flat piece of pattern paper into 
an immediate, hands-on process 
of playing with fabric (or paper) 
on a 3-D version of yourself. With 
a few pins, some muslin, and 20 


No more excuses— 












Dress-form making 
is fun and fast, and will 
improve your fitting 
results like nothing else. 
Here are four foolproof, 
do-it-yourself approaches 
that’ll get you under way 
in hours from (clockwise 
from top right, wearing 
street clothes) Joyce 
Perhac, Leah Crain, 
Gail Gosser, and 
Barbara Deckert. 
















Joyce Perhac (at far left and at top right on p. 37), a 
teacher and sewing-show organizer from Monroeville, 
PA, has perfected a quick method of form making that 
uses ordinary duct tape as both the body-casting mater- 
ial and the final form. She’s written a booklet describing 
the entire process (available for $13.50 ppd. from 

Pure Whimsy, PO Box 941761, Maitland, FL 32794; 
800-985-8852), but we'll cover the highlights here. 


Start with your “victim” wearing well-fitted 
undergarments of her usual type under a long 
T-shirt, which needn't be too tight (1). Begin by 
wrapping the tape horizontally at the bottom, 
mid-thigh, ideally with a tape-cutting helper (use 
old scissors, as the tape gets gummy; a size-10 
figure requires 1 to 14 60-yd. rolls of tape). 
Wrap snugly, but not so tight as to rearrange or 
compress the body. At the waist, wrap a little 
more loosely on the first layer, allowing folds to 
form as you follow the contour, if necessary (2). 
At the bust and underarm, cut the T-shirt sleeves 
if needed to allow the tape to follow the figure, 
and use shorter pieces arranged radially over the 
bust (3). Protect the neck area with plastic wrap 
(4), then wrap to form edges at the neckline and armholes 
similar to those you’d want on a fitted bodice. 


3 When the first layer is complete, wrap twice more, first vertically, 
then again horizontally, further compressing the waistline to fit each 
layer more closely, and smoothing over wrinkles this causes with 
more tape. When finished, have the “wrappee” bend slightly to 
reveal her waistline, and mark it (and any other points you want 
identified) with marker or later with colored tape (5). Cut off the 





form and T-shirt layer at center back with your other hand between 
scissors and body (6) to avoid cutting undergarments (or the 

I/ wrappee!). Then close the form with additional tape, stuff it with 
poly batting, and place it on a stand (read on for stand ideas). Joyce’s 
finished form has a polished look, similar to an industrial dress form. 


minutes, you can explore more pat- 
____ tern tweaks (and learn more about 
mom 6€«Cf itting) on a custom form than you 
-___ could in hours of flat-pattern in- 
vestigation on paper. 

| Minor adjustments become so 
____ easy and obvious when youre look- 
ing at the actual problem in fabric 
ES on “yourself” that you often don’t 
___ even need a muslin or a corrected 
pt pattern. You can simply reposition 
the seamlines involved right on the 
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form, when youre ready to stitch 
them, without worrying that the 
weight or drape of your fabric 
might throw off your elaborate flat- 
pattern changes. This is the process 
I use on my form, for example, to 
correct all garments for my non- 
symmetrical shoulders. Of course, 
custom-made forms are just as use- 
ful as commercial ones for all the 
traditional dress-form functions— 
draping, visualizing, shaping col- 


Photos by David Page Coffin 


Leah Crain (at left with her wrapped mother, and below), a dressmaker and 
costumer from Cincinnati, OH, has another take on the duct-tape version of 
form making. You can find her complete directions, including stand ideas, 
photos, plus comments and questions from other sewers, on the Internet 
(http://pw2.netcom.com/ ~leahna/DuctTapeDouble.html). 


Here are the highlights: You’ll start with a similarly underclad wrappee, but 
Leah suggests cutting off one sleeve from a second T-shirt and basting it onto 


1 
the first to form a neck cover. Start wrapping under the 








bust, snugly, then proceed to a “cross-your-heart” taping that 
goes from one shoulder under the opposite breast then 
around to the back, to define the bust area (1,2). You'll use 
three layers of tape, with the second arranged vertically, but 
wrap more snugly than for Joyce’s method on p. 38, and 
extend the wrapping around the upper arms and onto the 
neck (3), always keeping the bust contours well defined. 
Mark the final layer carefully with plumb lines at center front 
and center back, around the waist, and carefully establish 
the proper height and posture by marking the same distance 
from the floor to the hip level on four sides, then cut the 
tape shell up the back as usual. 





A strong wooden hanger placed inside before stuffing is the start of 

















either a hanging form or a simple stand (4). For a stand, use a piece of 
PVC piping or a cardboard tube long enough that you can cut it to 


your height when the form is ready to set onto its base (you can use a ey 
Christmas-tree stand on the outside of the tube, or a microphone ” * ‘ 
stand inside the tube). Tape the hanger to the tube and put it inside the form . Oe 


before stuffing it (5), then start stuffing by supporting each breast with a glued- 
in foam raglan shoulder pad if the bust contour needs the additional support 
(larger bust shapes may tend to cave in over time). Tape the opening at center 
back closed as you complete the stuffing, then use the hip markings to help 
arrange the form on the tube to match the wrapper’s posture. 


Cut a cardboard base using dimensions from the wrappee, and cut a hole in it 

so it can slip up the tube, then tape it in place (6). Stuff and tape over the ends 
of the sleeves and neck where you want them to end, then compare measurements from wrappee to form. 
You can adjust the form by cutting slits to form darts, squeezing the form to the new 
dimension, and retaping. Leah’s forms (7) look remarkably like their prior “inmates.” 


lars, holding garments during 
sleeve insertion and hemming, 
and so on. 


How accurate, and where? 
None of these fitting benefits is 
possible if the form you're using 
doesn’t mirror with reasonable ac- 
curacy your posture, the shapes 
that make up your shoulders, the 
position and angle of your neck, 
and the unique distribution of your 


body weight. These issues are typ- 
ically much more important than 
questions of circumference, since 
most clothes hang from the shoul- 
ders or the waist, and don’t fit snug- 
ly. And this is precisely what the 
custom forms presented on the fol- 
lowing pages provide (as did my 
poured-foam form): an accurate 
recreation of your posture and 
your shape, while keeping within 
an inch or so of your current cir- 
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Here's a swiveling stand 
you can make for any 
dress form from easily 
pupeneec’ materials. 


Doorknob~ <*-— Drain cover 
r i 
Threaded ~ +o 
ee a Padded, 
reinforced 
neck edge 


, —— Form 





4 y Fabric- 
oe covered 
*—— plywood 
Nut —— | base 
~~ Screw-down 
Dowel socket 
or tube 
,__- PVC pipe, 
Christmas- or metal or 
tree stand cardboard 
tube 
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The best thing about the 
poured-foam form that you 
make from a surgical-plaster 
cast or mold is that the mold 
makes a very accurate copy 
of your body contours, 
complete with distinct 
collarbones and shoulder 
blades. It’s more accurate 

in this regard than the other 


















methods described here. 
Plaster is also better at molding to 
and preserving concavities, so this is 
a good ere if your bode has distinct hollows that tape might simply fill 
over. But the downside of the poured-foam process is the foam itself, which 
is expensive, somewhat toxic, and hard to find. 


Gail Gosser (at right below and with her finished form at bottom on p. 37), 
an artist and art teacher from Schwenksville, PA, likes the accuracy of the 
plaster mold (you can get the plaster and directions for making the mold 
from CSZ Enterprises, 1288 W. 11th St., Suite 200, Tracy, CA 95376; 
209-832-4324). Her method solves the foam problem by replacing it with 
ordinary papier-maché. Use paper-pulp insulation mixed with wallpaper paste 
(both from a building-supply store) to make the maché (1), and cut the 
plaster mold from the body along the sides instead of in front and back as is 
usual when pouring in foam. Line each half of the mold with paper towels to 
keep the papier-maché from sticking to the plaster 
(2), then build up a 4-in. layer of maché, forming a 
smooth, wider edge along the mold’s edge where 
the two maché halves will be glued together (3). 


When both halves are filled (4), let them dry 
(helping with fans and hair dryers if the weather 

is damp), then smooth the surface texture by 
spreading more thin maché over the cracks (5). 
Join the maché halves with white glue spread thickly 
along the widened edges, and tie them together 
firmly (6), inserting shims to tighten the cords (7) 
as the glue dries. When the glue is dry (and at any 
point in the future, if needed), reinforce the join and 
edges with more maché in pulp or traditional strip 
form. Finally, cover the form with knit fabric (the 
maché is too hard to pin into directly) and mount it 
onthe clever stand shown at left. 


This method is time-consuming (drying time can add 
days) but very accurate, and it suits Gail’s training 

as a sculptor. One further advantage: you can make 
neck-and-shoulder-only molds to create anatomically 
correct coat hangers for finished tailored jackets and 
works in progress. 


INustration by Robert LaPointe 


cumference measurements. Com- 


mercial forms of all kinds, even if 
customized, inevitably put the em- 
phasis the other way around; that 
is, they can be quite accurate about 
overall circumference but can’t 
as easily mimic posture or weight 
distribution, so that their useful- 
ness as personal fitting and draping 
aids is limited. 


Speed and convenience 
The best feature of all but one of 
the do-it-yourself forms described 















2 


here is that they’re quick to make, 
using materials that are very easy 
to find. With either the duct-tape 
OF paper-tape versions, you can 
have a working form ready in less 
than two hours, having spent no 
more than $15. This essentially 
eliminates the anticipated-weight- 
fluctuations objection I've heard 
so often concerning more time- 
or money-consuming methods, 
since you can so easily repeat the 
process, if you think it necessary, 
later on. 


Barbara Deckert (at near right and below), a dressmaker and 
author from Elkridge, MD, uses a form-making method that I’ve 
seen in sewing texts from the 1930s: brown-paper tape from an 
office-supply store forms a body mold as well as duct tape does, 
then hardens into “papier-maché” to become a pinnable form, 
which you don’t even have to stuff. The bathroom or kitchen 
makes a good wrapping zone, since a wet sponge is the best aid 
to getting the tape properly moistened (1). 


Start wrapping the snugly T-shirted, undergarment-clad 
wrappee horizontally below the bust, then above the bust 
(2). Next, form the neckline and armholes, 
as for Joyce’s method, in the shape 
of a traditional fitting bodice. 

The “cross-your-heart” method 
works well in paper, too, as does 
shortening the tape in the bust 
area (3). After three or four layers 
(alternating horizontal/vertical), 
you can use a hair dryer to speed 
the drying process (4). Then (when 
the tape is hard enough to keep its 
shape but still soft enough to get 
out of) cut it up the back through 
the T-shirt, tape as with the other 
forms, and reclose by taping over 
the cut on the quite-stiff form (5). 
Once it hardens completely, the 
tape double is ultra-light, easily 
moved and stored, can be pinned 
into, covered with fabric or a tight 
















T-shirt, marked with narrow ribbon or marker, used on a 
table or stand, or hung from a hanger. It’s probably the easi- 
est and cheapest method of all...so what are you waiting for? \ 


So, let’s look at the form-making 
methods I’ve observed over the past 
few months as I visited folks who'll 
make a dress form at a moment’s 
notice. Each finds her process the 
one that makes the most sense for 
her temperament and gives her re- 
sults that are more than adequate- 
ly accurate and durable. Take your 
pick, and take charge of your fitting 
problems once and for all! 4 





David Page Coffin is senior editor 
of Threads. 
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Use menswear construction 
techniques to improve the 
comfort, appearance, and quality 
of any basic pants pattern 
















_ SUPPLIES YOU’LL NEED 


; The interfacings below are available from the author (see address 
t left) or from tailor’s supply houses. Equivalents from fabric 


stabilizer (lightweight, nonwoven, sew-in interfacing) 
- HTC pe (woven fusible interfacing) for inside 


° stele heoone thin, poly/cotton or cotton pocketing material) 
: Fashion, fabric 

* Sew-on’ pant hook-and-eye 
* Zipper 





work well, too, but be careful not to add unnecessary bulk. 


P R E PA R E 4 in. to seam allowances 
THE PATTERN indi aca a 


1. Press pattern, then strengthen it for 
frequent use by fusing pattern tissue 
to lightweight fusible interfacing 
(Pelion works fine) with pattern RS up. 





ee ee ee ee 


2. To provide extra seam allowance (s.a.) a 
width if you should ever need to add 
room in crotch area, increase s.a. on 
back-leg panel at inseam to 14 in. and 
taper into knee. Cut two strips of 
interfacing approximately 3 in. wide 
and 18 in. long. Sandwich pattern 
between interfacing strips at upper 
portion of inside leg seam, and press 
together, then draw in extra S.a. 
and trim off excess interfacing. 


Pants back 


3. Extra s.a. width at CB seam will make 
altering pants waistline much easier, 
whether they need to be taken in or let 
out in waist or hip area. Increase CB s.a. 
to 14 in. at waist and taper into curve of 
seat. Again, use fusible interfacing strips 
to add room for redrawing s.a. 


4. Cut off facing for zipper, leaving %-in. s.a. at CF on front pattern, then 
add back cut-off edge on facing piece to preserve its original width from 
s.a. to foldline. 


Zipper 5. To extend pants into waistline 

Cut off zipper facing. facing for no-waistband style, tape 

. pocket-facing piece to front 
piece if necessary to provide 
complete side seam, then 
sandwich front and back waist 
area between two pieces of 
fusible interfacing (cut four 
pieces of interfacing 3 in. 
wide and % of your waist 












Add width . 

eiestare measurement plus 4 in.). 

GF folding. Fuse together. Transfer shape 
of pattern 1% in. up from 
original edge of pattern, 
drawing straight up at pleats, 
darts, and ends, and straight 

Petedeai ct apiedee across tops of pleats and darts. 
front and back. 
: ET — Interfacing 
“Ti et " S| b— 4 
iy TX 


Va 





6. Add in. to waist area at side seams (‘4 in. to each side seam). 
This makes up for thickness of fabric and interfacing layers at waistline. 


PREPARE THE PATTERN 


7. Make patterns for front and back waistband 


10. 


17. 


dz. 
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facings by folding out and pinning extended 
portion of darts and pleats on front and back 
pattern pieces and tracing edge of extended 
waistline at top and sides onto pattern paper. 
Draw bottom edge 2% in. down from top. 
Mark each facing’s CF or CB and top. Trace 
grainline from pants pattern. 


Make right fly-facing pattern from cut-off 
zipper facing, adding s.a. at CF foldline and 
1% in. at top edge to match extended waist. 
For left facing, cut out 10%- x 5-in. rectangle 
from pattern paper. Fold in half lengthwise, 
mark one short end at 144 in. from fold, then 
draw line from mark to opposite corner and 
trim away along line. Foldline is also grainline. 


To establish front pocket placement, place 
mark 2/4 in. from waistline (not top of pants) 
and 1% in. from side seam. Then place 
another mark 6 in. down from first mark 
and 1 in. from side seam; connect marks. 
This is welt-placement center line. For back 
pocket, draw line 5 in. wide and 3 in. down 
from and parallel to waistline and centered on 
back pants. This is welt-placement center line. 
Shorten back dart(s) so they end % in. above 
welt-placement line. 


To make pattern for front pocket, place 
pocket pattern over new pocket opening. 
Using pattern paper, trace or extend 

shape of pattern (except for side seam) 

up to waistline. Draw line % in. from welt- 
placement line, curving it slightly to follow 
curve of hip area. Extend pattern 17 in. 

into waistline. Mark grainline on pattern 

and trace welt box. (Cut four.) Make pocket 
facing by tracing shape of new pocket pattern 
along side of pocket starting at waistline 

and ending about 1 in. below lower pocket 
opening. Front edge is approximately 174 in. 
from welt-placement line. (Cut two.) 


To make pattern for single back pocket, 
draw 64-x 16-in. rectangle onto pattern 
paper, then draw centered 5-in.-long 
welt-placement line 1/4 in. down from one 
short edge. Draw line 6 in. down from same 
edge to indicate foldline, then draw another 
line 3 in. from that line to position lower 
edge of inside facing. Draw 6%- x 3-in. 
rectangle for facing pattern and cut one. 


Cut out and serge or overcast edges of all 
pattern pieces except pockets and pocket 
facings. Fuse interfacing to right and left fly 
facings, waistband facings, and waistband 
area, leaving out pleats and darts. 
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MAKE FRONT 
POGKEES 


1. For each pocket, cut one 2- x 8-in. and 
one 4- x 8-in. piece of nonwoven pocket 
stabilizer and 4- by 8-in. piece of fashion 
fabric. Center narrow piece of stabilizer 
over welt-placement line on WS. Then place 
pocket piece on top of stabilizer, lining up 
marks for welt opening. Machine-baste 
with longest stitch on your machine and 
loosened tension along welt line and 
across ends of pocket. 


2. From RS, center fashion fabric strip for 
welt over machine-basting line with RSs 
together. Place 4- x 8-in. piece of pocket 
stabilizer on top of that and pinin place, 
staying clear of pocket opening. Turn to 
WS and sew with normal stitch length 
and tension, exactly 4 in. away from 
machine-basting line, starting and stopping 
exactly at opening of pocket. Repeat same 
steps for other side of machine-basting 
line. Draw line on pocketing fabric % in. 
from line of stitching closest to CF of 
pants. Machine-baste on this line to 
form folding line for welt. 


3. Turn to RS, and press fabric strip and 
stabilizer toward side seam. Pin in place 
to hold. Turn back to WS, and stitch on 
top of permanent stitching line closest to 
CF, starting and stopping exactly at each 
end of opening for pocket. Trim stabilizer 
close to stitching line. Serge or overcast 
raw edge of facing fabric. 


4. Pull out all basting stitches, then cut 
through center of pocket opening 
through all thicknesses except overcast 
edge from previous step, angling out to 
corners to form V shape at each end of 
pocket, making sure you've cut all way 
to stitching lines at each end of pocket. 
Apply seam sealant to cut corners of 
pocket to prevent fabric from fraying 
past opening of pocket. To avoid staining, 
allow seam sealant to dry before finishing 
welt; hair dryer can shorten drying time. 
Turn welt toward WS and sew down 
Vs at each end of pocket opening. Press 
welt and opening of pocket, then sew 
edge of fabric strip that formed welt 
to pocket. 


5. Finish long edges of pocket facing with 
serger, then sew facing to second pocket 
piece. Align this pocket piece RSs together 
with pocket on pants, and pin (not shown). 
Turn to RS and sew through all thicknesses 
along edge of pocket opening closest to 
side seam, then grade-trim stabilizer and 
fabric strip that formed welt. Make bar 
tack at each end of welt, then turn to 
WS and sew pocket edges together 
and serge or overcast. 





Welt-placement line I 


a 
/ _. Stabilizer over line ee Machine-baste 
. Bo along line and 
| | _ Pocketing over ! across ends. 
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fabric and top of ; 
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and pin. ane ao 
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FORM PLEATS AND 
FRONT CREASE 


1. Sew pleats together across waistband area, starting at top 
edge and sewing down 2 in. 

2. Fold front leg panel in half lengthwise, lining up side seam 
to inside leg seam at least from hem to knee and higher if 
possible without throwing crease off grain. Press, easing 
crease into pleat closest to CF. Turn to WS and press pleat 
toward CF (or side seam, if that’s style on pattern) so it lies 
flat from top of pleat to inseam. Press smaller pleat in same 
direction, ending it parallel to bottom of pocket opening. 

3. Machine-baste top of pocket to waistline to hold in place. 


BACK POCKET 





Step 3 Finished pocket 


Don’t sew in back darts until pocket is completely finished. 

1. Cut piece of nonwoven pocket stabilizer 2 x 6% in., and 
one each of stabilizer and welt fabric 4 x 6% in. Center 
smaller stabilizer over welt-placement line on WS of 
pants, then place pocket piece on top of stabilizer, lining 
up marks for pocket opening. Machine-baste through 
center of pocketing opening, and across ends of pocket. 

2. Turn to RS and center fabric strip that will form welt on 
top of machine-basting line RSs together. Then place larger 
stabilizer on top of fabric strip and pin in place to hold. 
Follow instructions for making front welt-pocket opening, 
up to and including step of turning welt to WS. 

3. Make centered buttonhole 1 in. below top of welt. 

4. Serge lower edge of back-pocket facing and sew to pocket. 
Fold up pocket, extending 1 in. of pocket past waistline 
and pin in place. Sew top edge of opening through all layers, 
then bar-tack ends of pocket. Trim to angle sides of pocket 
extension above welt, as shown in drawing at bottom right, 
above. Sew sides of pocket together and serge raw edges. 

. Attach button to pocket facing. 

. Sew darts and press toward CB. 


NA nH 
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INSERT ZIPPER 


1. Sew together left and right sides 


. Sew waistband facings to both 


. Measure off required length 


. On RS of pants, sew waistband facing to pants 






of pants front starting just below 
zipper opening down to inseam, 
stopping 1 in. before edge of 
seam allowance (s.a.). 


Facing, WS 
Understitching 


pants fronts at top, stopping 1 in. 
before reaching side seam. Press, 
understitch, and grade-trim. 


Pants front, WS 


of zipper against pants front 
starting at top of zipper 
(not zipper tape) 1% in. 
below seamline at top of 
pants. Mark start of front 
crotch seam on zipper, 

then zigzag across closed 
zipper at mark and cut 
away excess 4 in. below 
stitching. Open zipper and 
sew it face down to left 

side of pants with edge 

of tape aligned with CF 

s.a. (this positions zipper 
teeth away from CF on s.a.), 
folding top of tape away 
from seamline. 


Start-of-crotch- 
seam mark 


at CF from top edge to start of facing s.a. (A), 
fold s.a. up, then sew zipper facing to pants 
(B). Press, grade-trim, and understitch. Turn 
waistband and zipper facings to RS, press, and 
tuck zipper facing under waistband facing at 
waistline, allowing waistband facing’s s.a. to 
untold about 2 in. from CF (C). 





front, RS 


| 








Fold up waistband A. 


facing S.a. 


Attach right 
zipper facing. 


Clip both s.a.s to 
stitching and grade Tuck zipper facing under 
above clip. waistband facing. 


' Right waistband 
~ facing 


BAY Danae ey Kw FL) 











Right 
zipper 


front, facing | : Right front, WS 


5. Lay RS of zipper 


Waistband 
tape face down on Right zipper qe et ~—faccing, RS 
right facing at start facing le a, \\ | 
of fly opening and tie! | | 
sew zipper to facing Angle zipper 
only, angling top of tape, sewing to dd » + Pocketing 
zipper 4in. in from facing only. ; ) | 
CF edge so zipper iy) | 
pull won’t show Sew second Hf) Ty 
from RS. Sew zipper time close to oc | 
second time close to tape edge. 
edge of zipper tape. , 


6. Sew top edge of left-side zipper facing, press, grade-trim, and turn. 
Align top edge with waistband/facing seamline, and sew facing to zipper 
starting at top. Grade-trim, press, then overcast raw edges of facing. 
Fold waistband facing, RSs together, over left front and stitch across end 
at CF. Turn facings to WS. 


Stitch facing 





be ee to pants on a 
"eas } ) edge of to f i aE ma 
| p of zipper» 
ial stitching line. 
Left 
Overcast Inside face, niga 
’ after of turned ++} 
aC stitching. facing 7 | 
| | Right 
Left front, 
zipper WS RS _ 
facing, i | 
WS 
7. Position pants hook and eye in line with fi | | 
zipper teeth on both sides, % in. down ry 
from top of pants, and sew on. | > | WS | 


| | 
. Edgestitch fold at CF along zipper from | / 
pant top as far as possible toward end _ 
of zipper. Mark right front fly topstitching 
line from top of pants to 4 in. below 
zipper opening at crotch seam and topstitch, catching zipper facing. 
Make short bar tack through all layers ‘4 in. above end of topstitching, 
ending at CF. On inside, join lower edge of left facing to loose edge 
of right facing with few stitches. 


Topstitch. 


| ae aa | 


Leftfront,RS [s— 
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: Right front, RS \ 3 


hy 
— - 


a fs. ; L 
Join facings. 





me 


Bar tack 


JOIN FRONT TO BACK 


1. Sew waistband facings 
to both pants backs at 
top. Press, understitch, 
and grade-trim. Sew 
side seams together 
and press open. 

. Sew inseams together 
and press open. 

. Sew rear crotch seams 
together, including 
waistband facings, and 
press open. Tuck ends 
of waistband-facing seam 
allowances under at angle 
and hold in place with 
few stitches. 


Fold under ends of 
extended seam allowance. 


v 
Ss 


ae ag ag 


; 


— 
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CB seam 


FINISH WAISTBAND 


1. Press down waistband facings and pin to hold in place. From RS, 
topstitch approximately 1% in. from top from right CF to start 
of zipper on left side, catching folded-under portion of facing 
seam allowance (s.a.) above zipper on RS. 


Le \ * 14 in. 


| 
1 


. Se 


Topstitch from CF to 
CF, catching waistband 
facing inside. 


1 | 


2. To make belt loops, cut 14- x 20-in. strip of fabric, then cut into 
strips 4 in. long. Fold fabric strips WSs together lengthwise and 
stitch 4 in. from raw edge. Press open s.a., turn to RS, and 
press. Optional: Cut piece of firm nonwoven interfacing 4 in. 
less than width of finished belt loop, and pull through loops. 
Edgestitch each side of loops. 


. Sew belt loop to pants as shown below. 


1. 


ie 


Loop, RS 


= | 


| 
i | 
a fl 


J 





Pants, RS 





FINISH PANTS 


1. Hem pant legs. 
2. Set crease for back-leg panels, letting crease from front of pants 
determine placement of back crease. 
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love sewing with leather. I love 
all its fascinating textures and 
rich colors; its great, soft feel; 
its evocative power, and I real- 
ly love the fact that it needs no 
finishing (it never ravels!). But 
it must be said: there are times 
when an all-leather garment is a 
bit too much—too heavy, too hot, or 
just too leathery. 

It didn’t take me long to figure 
out that I could have my cake and 
eat it, too, simply by adding a little 
leather to all kinds of fabric gar- 
ments. Leather’s virtues are just as 
accessible and appealing in small- 
er doses. And if you’ve hesitated 
to plunge into a full-scale leather 
project, a bit of leather trim could 
be the perfect way to give it a try. 

What follows are some of the de- 
tails and embellishing techniques 
I've found that work well with 


by Sandy Scrivano 


leather. If you're completely new 
to buying and sewing leather (or 
want a quick refresher), “A leather- 
stitcher’s guide” on p. 50 provides 
an introduction to the subject (see 
also Threads No. 67, pp. 58-62 and 
No. 68, p. 7 for more information 
on sewing with leather). The bot- 
tom line: if you can sew through a 
three-layer sample of your chosen 
leather without skipping a stitch 
on your machine, you can almost 
certainly sew or embellish a gar- 
ment with it. 


Overlap those great edges 

I am often intrigued by the dra- 
matically shaped edges on the 
hides I buy, and go out of my way 
to incorporate these irregularities 
into my designs, as you can see in 
the examples above and on the 
facing page. Among other uses, | 


Just Add Some 
LEATHER 


Whether your garment 

is leather or fabric, 
leather trimmings 

can add a distinctive touch 


tend to like these unpredictable 
shapes arranged in overlapping lay- 
ers, which I build up against a foun- 
dation that I either make of more 
leather, or, if it won’t be seen (as in 
the example in the photo on p. 51), 
piece over a sturdy woven fabric 
in a weight compatible with the 
leather ['m using. Suedes and 
leathers from 1 to 14 0z. work well 
stitched to a lightweight, firmly 
woven poly/cotton blend. I usu- 
ally support heavier leathers or 
leather layers I plan to quilt witha 
medium-weight woven interfacing, 
such as ArmoRite. 

Despite their free-form appear- 
ance, I plan my layers carefully. I 
begin by stitching the lowest piece 
in position on the foundation, then 
start composing the subsequent 
layers in reverse order before gluing 
or stitching them (or both) in place. 





Quick, dramatic, and easy to 
make: these are the qualities 

that make leather details powerful 
additions to your sewing repertory. 
(Pattern for vest at left and jacket 
on opposite page: Design & Sew 
#312, designed by the author and 
available from her for $12 at 5400 
Alder Glen Ct., Carmichael, CA 
95608; 916-485-1047.) 


You can enclose the cut edges in a 
nearby seam, stitch them raw to 
the layers below, or stitch right 
sides together and fold the top 
piece over to conceal the stitching, 
as in the example at near left. 


Make reversed facings 

Another way to showcase these in- 
teresting edges is to arrange them 
on facings that fold to the outside 
of the garment, as in the same ex- 
ample, rather than out of sight on 
the inside. Cut the edge of the 
leather that will be attached to the 
garment edge following the pat- 
tern, as shown in step 1 in the 
drawing on p. 51, but pick any 
shapeyou like for the outer edge of 
the facing. I usually aim for an av- 
erage facing width of about 24 in., 
arranging the shape of the leather’s 
edge to complement the garment 
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A leather-stitcher’s guide 


Leather is measured by weight in ounces per square foot. 
Garment leather or suede in the %4 to 24 oz./sq. ft. range can 
easily be sewn on a home sewing machine. Hides with a soft, 
spongy texture are easier to sew than firm, stiff ones of the same 
weight. Leather is sold by the square foot rather than the linear 
yard, so you'll need to convert yardage requirements to square 
feet. A convenient formula to use is 1 yd. of 45-in.-wide fabric 
equals 11.25 sq. ft. of leather. Add 15 percent for irregularly 


6. 


choice for garment-weight skins. Thin, lightweight skins can 
be sewn with size 80/12 universal needles. 
¢ Use a Teflon foot. Some machines have an evenfeed foot 
feature that works well. 
¢ Never trim closer than %in. from a seam. 
Use small bulldog clips instead of pins to secure garment 
pieces for sewing. Glue stick or double-sided tape in the seam 
allowance also work well as basting, but don’t catch them in 


shaped skins. Ideally, take the pattern pieces to the dealer and lay 
them out on your chosen skins to be certain of adequate footage. 


General instructions 
1. Adjust your pattern for fit. 


2. Lay out major pattern pieces with grainlines parallel to the 


backbone of the animal. Use a napped layout for suede. 


3. Cut out as a single layer only; rotary cutters are ideal. Don’t 


cut on the fold. Use the best matched pieces for front 


and sleeves. 
4. Transfer pattern markings to the wrong side of the skin using 


a ballpoint pen, chalk, or a hera marker. 


5. To sew successfully on a household machine: 


¢ Don’t exceed 2'4 0z./sq. ft. weight suede or leather. 


e Lower the presser-foot pressure ff you can. 


e Lengthen stitches, more for heavier leathers 
(14-0z. weight uses 8 to 10 sts/in.). 
¢ Usea leather needle. Schmetz 90/14 NT W is a good 
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shape. Interface the leather only 
if it seems to need additional 
strength, then attach the facing 
with its right side to the inside of 
the garment and lining (if any), 
aligning the raw edges of the gar- 
ment and facing. Trim, grade, and 
understitch, then turn the facing 
to the right side of the garment and 
topstitch through all layers along 
the shaped edge. 


Leather is perfect 

for binding 

Binding is a simple, decorative way 
to enclose a raw edge. It’s often the 
least bulky way to finish a garment, 
since there’s no need for facings. 
Because leather has no grain, the 
bindings can be cut in any direc- 
tion. Begin by cutting 2%-in.-wide 
strips, piecing together enough 


the seam. 


100 percent cotton. 


7. Polyester or poly/cotton blend thread works well. Don’t use 


8. For handwork, use a glover’s needle in the smallest size that 


will penetrate your hide. 


9. If joining leather and textile, place the leather on the bottom. 
Don’t backstitch. Hand-tie thread ends. 
10. Finger-press seams open and tap with a rubber, wood, or 


rawhide mallet to press. Spread a thin layer of permanent 


contact cement (such as Barge) under the seam allowance. 


Finger-press into position and tap again. Hide thread ends in 


cemented seam allowances. 


11. Use sew-in polyester or poly/cotton blend interfacing or 


underlining in a weight consistent with the drape you're 


looking for. Always try a sample first. 


12. Leather and suede don’t ravel, so edge finishing is unnecessary. 


Beveling the edge gives a flatter finish. Hems may be stitched 


or glued into position using contact cement.—S:S. 


binding strips to go around the 
edge to be finished. (For the most 
attractive join, cut the seams on 
the diagonal as if the strips were 
bias.) With the right side of the 
strip against the right side of the 
garment, sew a %-in. seam, trim to 
% in., and grade. Wrap the strip 
around the raw edges (overlap the 
ends) and clip it into position using 
bulldog clips from the office supply 
store, then stitch in the ditch from 
the right side. 

On the back, trim the strip close 
to the stitching with appliqué scis- 
sors, and tap with a mallet to press. 
If you're binding a curved edge, 
you can help shape the leather to 
the curve by stretching it in the 
center for outside curves, and at 
the seam allowance for inside 
curves. To shrink back the leather 


edge after wrapping it around an 
outside curve, run a basting stitch 
about % in. from the outer edge, 
then draw up the basting to fit the 
curve and trim the basting away. 


Easy reverse appliqué 
Reverse appliqué is a great way to 
showcase an attractive fabric, spe- 
cial textile, needlework, or stencil- 
ing. Because you don’t have to fin- 
ish leather edges, there’s no need 
to carefully turn under and stitch 
down anyraw edges; just trim away 
the covering layer of leather, and 
youre done! 

You can use anything under the 
leather, as long as it’s of a similar 
weight to the leather, or can be in- 
terfaced to be. Place the material 
that you want to reveal under the 
leather, both facing up, and mark 


Model photo by Nadine Raphael-Smith; hair and makeup by Barbara Mathis; all other photos by David Page Coffin 


lilustrations by Robert LaPointe 





Build up leather layers on a fabric or interfacing background, if it won't 


be seen, as in this suede-and-leather jacket’s yoke. 


either the front or back in the 
shape you want to cut away (if you 
mark the front, mark inside the 
cutting lines so the marks will be 
removed as you cut). Sew around 
the markings without overlapping 
your stitching lines at the start/end. 
Pull the threads to the back and 
tie off, then trim away the leather 
or suede without catching the un- 
derlayer. I find Gingher’s wide- 
blade appliqué scissors very help- 
ful; the blade enables you to cut 
safely and accurately as close as 
possible to the stitching line. 


Use faced openings 

A faced opening is a versatile vari- 
ation on the idea of reversed ap- 
pliqué that allows you to make all 
manner of pockets, buttonholes, 
and decorative openings with very 
little effort—and it works well with 
leather or fabric, or both. Mark the 
shape and position you want for 
the opening (any shape will work) 
on the wrong side of the outer fab- 
ric and cover it, right sides togeth- 
er, with a facing piece that’s about 
2 in. bigger all around than the 
opening. Stitch around it, then cut 
out the area within the shape, leav- 


ing a 4-in. graded seam allowance. 
Clip the seam allowance, turn the 
facing to the wrong side, and tap it 
(if it’s leather) with a mallet to press 
it down. 

I like to use a contrast facing and 
turn it so there’s a little rim of fac- 
ing still showing all around the 
opening, just like a piping but with- 
out the work, as in the drawings on 
p. 52. Position the faced opening 
over a backing fabric or leather of 
a similar weight, topstitch to cre- 
ate a shape you like, and you’ve 
got a pocket. 

It’s easy to add welts or lips be- 
hind the opening, whether it’s a 
pocket or a buttonhole. Just fold 
in half a couple of strips of similar- 
weight fabric or leather to form the 
welts, glue-stick them in place be- 
hind the faced opening, and top- 
stitch around it. For a less sporty 
look, you can fold back the gar- 
ment to expose the seam allow- 
ances and stitch through just them 
and the welts. Trim and grade the 
facing and welts. 


For real piping... 
Thin garment leathers and suedes 
make great contrast pipings that 


can beautifully define any garment 
edge. Textural contrast (suede 
against smooth leather, for exam- 
ple) works wonderfully, too, even 
when the colors are similar. The 
circumference of the cording you 
choose determines the width of the 
strip you begin with. Cut two %-in. 
seam allowances plus the circum- 
ference of the cording to be cov- 
ered. Thus, cording with a #in. cir- 
cumference would need a strip % in. 
+ % in. + % in. = 1% in. wide. Wrap 
the strip around the cording (right 
side out) and sew with a length- 
ened stitch about 4 in. from the 
cut edges. Using small bulldog 
clips or glue stick, position the pip- 
ing on the right side of the gar- 
ment, clipping the seam allowance 


TO MAKE REVERSE FACINGS 


Leave seam allowances intact on garment edge to be shaped. 


1. Cut facing’s forward 
edge following pattern 


2. Place facing’s RS over 
garment’s WS, seams 


of faced piece, including 
seam allowances. 


aligned. Hold in place with 
bulldog clips, stitch, trim, 


, and grade seam allowances. 
Seamline - 


j _ Facing, 


WS 


. Finger-press seam 
allowances and pound 
toward garment with 
mallet. Understitch 
close to seamiline. 


rs. 
1 ow 
- 4 ) 


Garment, | 5 +o | 
ws ji / (Garment | 
| RS 


4. Wrap facing to 
garment’s RS, hold in 
place with glue stick, then 
topstitch following free 
edge of facing. 


} 
if | 
1 
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a 


Facing, RS 


| | 
7 
_~ 


il 


a 
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Understitching 
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TO COVER 
CORDING 


Cut covering strips 

wide enough to go 
around cord and seam 
allowance. Measure cord 
twice the length of strips, 
but don’t cut. 


2nd length 1st length 





Covering, WS 


1. Wrap and sew Strip 
WS out around 
second length of 
cord, stitching away 
from cord, then 
across it at end. 





Covering, RS 


2. Turn covering onto 
first length of cord, 
then cut cord next 
to crossing seam. 
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Leather-covered cording 
can provide a neat alter- 
native to buttonholes. 
(Pattern: Design & Sew 
#312, available from 
the author at the 
address on p. 49.) 


to fit around the curve. Stitch ex- 
actly on the seamline using your 
regular construction seam length. 
Trim, grade, clip, and notch as nec- 
essary to reduce bulk, and then 
tap with a mallet to press. Remove 
the filler cord from the piping 
where it overlaps or intersects con- 
struction seams. 


Covered and 

twisted cording 

Covered cording is piping with the 
seam allowance turned to the in- 
side, and it works very well in 
leather. I especially like it strung 
through loops to form buttonholes, 
as you can see in the vest above. 
The drawings at left show how to 
form cording. 

Twisted cording is even easier to 
make and has a very organic, spon- 
taneous look that matches raw 
leather edges, as you can see on 
the closure on the vest on p. 49. To 
make twisted cording, start with 
a leather strip about 4 in. wide and 
at least twice the length you want 
to end up with, secure one end 
temporarily, and start twisting. As 
the leather wraps, it will want to 
double back on itself. Allow this 
to happen, and you'll have a two- 
ply twisted rope. Like most leather 
techniques, it’s that simple! 4 


Sandy Scrivano of Carmichael, CA, 
teaches workshops on sewing with leath- 
er, and is writing a book on the topic to 
be published in fall ’98 by Lark Books. 


FACED-OPENING IDEAS 


To face an opening 


RS 





2. Topstitch to secure 
facing, then trim away 
excess facing material 
underneath. 


1. Cover planned opening with fac- 
ing material, then stitch around 
opening. Cut away both layers 
in center, leaving in. seam 
allowance. Clip seam allowance 
and turn, leaving edge exposed. 


To form pockets 
or buttonholes 


Position strips behind plain 
or faced opening. Hold in 
place with glue stick. 


To form welt strips for 
pockets or buttonholes 


Cement strips in half RS out. 





4 E, - ss .; 
———_—SC*=sSttay tape i —— 
Add stay tape in fold 
for stability if needed. Topstitch through all layers 


after placing welt strips. 
Design ideas for faced and plain openings 


Buttonholes (plain) 


Geometric Organic Fun 
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Test That 


Intertacing! 


Here’s a strategy tor improving your 


results with both fusible and 


sew-in interfacings 


by Sylvia Mitchell 


irtually every garment 

needs the support of in- 

terfacing of some kind, 

and almost every sewer 

worries about making 

the right choice. And no 
wonder! The effects of under- or 
overinterfacing are equally inap- 
propriate, as you can see at right. 
Will an interfacing that’s too heavy 
spoil the feel of the fabric, or will 
one that’s too light let the garment 
droop? Will the interfacing show 
through, or pucker when you clean 
the garment? To fuse or not to fuse? 
Despite the myriad choices, there’s 
a simple route to relative certainty 
and more consistent success: test- 
ing, testing, and more testing. 


Sew-ins vs. fusibles 

Except when the heat or pressure 
of fusing would harm the fabric, 
when the fusing agent shows 
through a sheer fabric, or when 
the fabric just won't stick to the 
fusing agent, you can almost al- 
ways choose either fusibles or sew- 
ins for your garment. Sew-ins pro- 
vide the widest range of minimal, 
ultralight support options, they’re 
easy to test compared with fusibles 
(which have to be fused to a sample 


to be evaluated), and they pose no 
danger of coming unfused or puck- 
ering. Some of the best sew-ins 
aren’t in the interfacing section of 
your fabric store; they’re ordinary 
fabrics like cotton batiste and high- 
quality cotton organdy, or silk or- 
ganza. Remember, too, that the gar- 
ment fabric itself is always worth 
considering as an interfacing. 

If you've been sewing for any time 
at all, you've no doubt had some 
disappointments with fusible in- 
terfacings. Today’s fusibles are not 
only much more reliable and easi- 
er to apply than those of even a 
few years ago, but with the advent 
of many new lightweight fusibles 
and fusing agents that work at silk 
iron settings, they can be used on a 
wider range of fabrics than ever. 

I like the feel of many sew-in in- 
terfacings, and enjoy the process of 
basting them in, but even so my 
first choice of interfacing is usual- 
ly a fusible if my fabric is compat- 





ible. Once fused, the fabric and in- 
terfacing become one layer, which 
has multiple benefits: one layer is 
much easier to handle than two 
layers of basted-together fabric; the 
finished garment is usually easier 
to press; and, most important, a 
fusible can more effectively limit 
the stretch and ease characteristics 
of the fashion fabric than can a 
separate, unattached interfacing 
layer. Fusibles are especially useful 
in tailoring, and have replaced 
more traditional tailoring process- 
es for almost everyone, from man- 
ufacturers to home sewers. See “My 
favorite fusibles” on p. 54 for the in- 
terfacings I use most these days. 


Preshrink before testing! 

Shrinkage after construction of 
either the fashion fabric or the in- 
terfacing, or both, is the single most 
likely culprit when interfacings, 
especially fusibles, cause trouble. 
As aresult, the most fundamental 







Too soft, too stiff, and 
just right...(clockwise 
from left) for our taste, 
at any rate. But any of 
these finished collars 
might be deemed just 
right for a specific 
project, since choosing 
among the results is a 
matter of personal taste. 
Testing tells the story, and 
eliminates the guesswork. 
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Fuse your sample 

onto half of a larger 
piece of fabric (as 
shown in the opened 
example at far left) 

sO you Can compare 
interfaced to uninter- 
faced areas, and feel 
the interfacing between 
two layers of fabric by 
folding over an edge. 
Observe how the 
interfaced swatch bends 
to compare how much 
stiffness is being added. 
The leftmost fold at 
right is uninterfaced, 
and the others progress 
from lightly to heavily 
interfaced. 





issue in selecting interfacings is 
that the care requirements of in- 
ner and outer fabrics must be the 
same. Regardless of the type and 
care requirements of the interfacing 
youre testing, preshrink both it 
and the fashion fabric to be sure of 
the results, because the feeling and 
drape of either or both may be 
changed by preshrinking. Make 
sure you know the care require- 
ments of your interfacing, either 
from reading the label (save all di- 
rections!) or by asking when you 
purchase it. Delicate-cycle washing 





My favorite fusibles 


So, after all this testing, which interfacings do | choose 


most often when fusing my own projects? Keeping in mind 


that the appearance of new fabrics and interfacings may 


change this list as soon as I’ve made the requisite tests, 


here are my current favorites: 


For soft body in blouses and dresses, and for soft shaping 


in jackets, | first try lightweight tricot fusibles like Fusi-Knit 


and French Fuse. These offer crosswise stretch and relative 


lengthwise stability, and are appropriate for many light- to 


medium-weight woven and knitted fabrics. For a little more 
structure, | prefer Whisper Weft and Armo Weft. These 


are both weft-insertion interfacings that are stable on the 


lengthwise and crosswise grains, yet remain flexible when 


fused. They’re terrific for tailoring. 


“Cool Fuse” interfacings such as SofKnit and Touch 


O’Gold are designed to be fused at a silk setting rather 


than the more common wool setting, so they’re perfect 


for delicate and man-made fibers that need low iron 


temperatures. I’ve used both with excellent results. 


You might also try Satin Weave, a new “Couture” 


interfacing from HTC. Designed for evening- and sports- 


wear, it’s stable but offers light shaping. It’s so new | 


haven’t yet used it in a garment, but the test samples 


I’ve made with it have been terrific.—S.™. 
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and low-temperature drying is spec- 
ified for many fusibles; this applies 
after fusing as well as before. 


Preshrinking sew-ins—If possi- 
ble, preshrink sew-in interfacings 
in the same way as youll care for 
the finished garment. Steam-shrink 
nonwoven or dry-clean-only sew- 
ins by holding a steaming iron 2 in. 
above the interfacing, letting the 
steam flow for five seconds or so 
over each garment section until the 
entire surface has been treated. A 
washable sew-in such as silk or- 
ganza can also be steam-shrunk if 
you want to preserve its unwashed 
crispness and the fashion fabric 
will only be dry-cleaned. 


Preshrinking fusibles—Both the 
fabric and the fusibles you'll test 
it with should be preshrunk, too. 
Nonwoven and dry-clean-only fus- 
ibles should be steam-shrunk as 
described above. Preshrink wash- 
able woven, knit, and welt- or warp- 
insertion interfacings by placing 
them folded (to reduce wrinkling) 
in a sink of hot water for 20 min- 
utes. Drain the interfacing for at 
least five minutes, then shake it 
out onto a towel and roll it up to ab- 
sorb moisture. Stable interfacings 
can be hung over arod to dry, but 
dry knits flat to avoid stretching. 


Test sew-ins by draping 

Hold the interfacing you're con- 
sidering in your hand and drape 
your fashion fabric over it, noting 
how they react together. The gar- 
ment fabric should weigh down 
the interfacing while taking the 


shape of the interfacing’s folds (see 


the samples above). This indicates 
that the interfacing will add body to 
the fabric without dominating it. 
Also check for any undesirable 
change in color or texture. 


Test fusibles by fusing 
Draping won’ tell you much with 
fusibles because the interfacing al- 
ways feels crisper when fused to 
fabric. This is why you need to have 
a selection of fusibles at home to 
pick from. Keep your well-labeled 
test swatches for reference as you 
gain experience, and don’t hesitate 
to use several different interfacings 
in a single garment to achieve just 
the results you're looking for. 

To make a fusing sample that will 
imitate the layers of a finished gar- 
ment, cut a 6- by 10-in. rectangle of 
fashion fabric with the 6-in. side on 
the lengthwise grain. Press it in 
half, wrong sides together, to 6 by 
5 in., then place a 4-in. square of in- 
terfacing inside against the fold on 
one side and centered on the other 
three sides, as shownat left, above, 
with grains matching. 


Follow the directions! 
A few years ago, I did a compre- 
hensive test of all the fusibles I 
could find, applying them to a wide 
variety of fabrics, and using larger 
samples than I just described. | 
preshrank every fabric and fusible, 
followed the manutfacturer’s fusing 
directions precisely, then washed 
or dry-cleaned each sample. To my 
surprise, I had no failures. 

As a result, I now have an in- 
creased respect for following fusing 


Photos by Scott Phillips 





instructions, and have noticed that 
they can vary widely from fusible to 
fusible, even those made by the 
same manufacturer. In every case, 
fusing effectively requires using a 
specific amount of heat, moisture, 
pressure, and time. Times may vary 
from 10 to 15 seconds, specified 
temperature settings may be silk 
or wool, and you may be advised to 
use either a damp or a dry press 
cloth. My advice is to fuse following 
the manufacturer’s instructions, or, 
if you've lost them, use the method 
described in “Fusing the HTC way” 
at right. In either case, pay partic- 
ular attention to the amount of time 
you hold the iron in place when 
fusing layers. This is so critical to 
the success of the process that I 
always use a timer. 


Evaluate your sample 

Once the sample is fused, you may 
be able to tell right away from feel- 
ing it or observing its drape that 
you don’t like it for the part of the 
garment you want to interface. But 
if it’s still in the running, here’s a 
checklist for further evaluating it: 

¢ Fold the interfaced area in half 
on the lengthwise grain. If it won’t 


Always 
preshrink 
fashion fabric 
and intertacing 


before testing 


stay folded, as shown at far right 
above, it’s likely that the interfacing 
is too heavy. If the fold is too flat, 
the fusible is probably too light. 

¢ Check the thickness of the sam- 
ple both folded as pressed and as a 
single layer to test the weight. 

¢ Check the right side of the fused 
section for any undesirable color 
changes, or a sheen caused by the 
fusing agent. 

¢ Check for a ridge where the in- 
terfacing ends, which may mean 
that the interfacing is too heavy. If 
the edge is visible from the right 
side, but you like the feeling of the 
interfacing otherwise, try another 
sample with two edges of the in- 
terfacing pinked to soften the tran- 
sition, or consider fusing the entire 
garment piece. 

¢ Check for any changes in tex- 
ture, which could indicate either a 
poor fuse or residual shrinkage of 
fabric or interfacing during fusing. 
If only the fabric bubbled, the in- 
terfacing shrank; vice versa if only 
the interfacing bubbled. Your iron 
may be too hot, or there may be 
some unfixable reason (texture, 
chemical finish) thatthe interfacing 
doesn’t adhere well. 

¢ The ultimate test is to launder 
and press the sample just as the 
garment will be laundered. If bub- 
bles occur after cleaning, the in- 
terfacing may be too light, or the 
fabric or interfacing shrank dur- 
ing cleaning. 

Label your test samples and keep 
them together after your project is 
finished so your knowledge of in- 
terfacing accumulates. As you gain 
confidence, you may want to ex- 





Fusing the HTC way 


Handler Textile Corp., maker of many of the most popular 


interfacings, recently revised their fusing instructions, and 

I’ve gotten consistently better results using them. Their 

method, summarized below, is a good default technique 

if you've lost the directions that came with your fusible. 

1. Set your iron for wool (or silk for “Cool Fuse” 
interfacing) and for steam. 

2. Press the fabric wrong side up to eliminate wrinkles 
and to warm it in preparation for fusing. 

3. Place the interfacing fusible side down, smoothing 
it in position without stretching it. To ensure that the 
interfacing is completely preshrunk before fusing, 
steam-shrink it by holding the steaming iron above all 
surfaces of the interfacing for five seconds. Then lightly 
fuse a few spots to hold it in position. 

4. Cover the interfacing with a dry, see-through press cloth 
and press firmly on all surfaces for 10 to 12 seconds 
without moving the iron (thicker fabrics may require 
more time). Then lift, overlap the iron placement, and 
repeat until the entire surface is fused. 

5. Turn the fused fabric to the right side, cover with a dry 
press cloth, and repeat, pressing each section for 10 to 
12 seconds.—S.M. 


periment with cutting the interfac- 
ing on the crossgrain or bias to see 
if you can get a variety of favorable 
results with a single interfacing. 
Good interfacing choices add so 
much to the professional look we 
aim for in our sewing. As I contin- 
ue to streamline my interfacing- 
selection process, I find the cumu- 
lative effect of careful testing to be 
themost useful approach. If you’re 
serious about improving your re- 
sults, I think you will, too. ¢ 


Sylvia Mitchell teaches sewing and 
tailoring at 27th Street Fabrics in 
Eugene, OR. 
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The Go-Anywhere 
Kimono Coat 


An intriguing shape and unusual 
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appliqués give this coat lots of 


versatility 


by Daniel Blow 


onestly now, how can 

a single coat look so 

breezy and carefree over 

slacks or leggings, then 

perform so elegantly dur- 

ing a big night on the 
town? Is it the oversized fit that en- 
courages you to wrap yourself in 
folds of fabric like a fur? Or the 
coat’s edgestitched appliqués of 
vintage Japanese textiles and con- 
temporary silks? Or maybe it’s the 
subtle hint of glimmer that takes 
this coat from day to night. 

My partner, Eiko, and I have 
found that all these factors, plus a 
few more, contribute to this coat’s 
success. At our shop, Japanalia 
Eiko, in West Hartford, CT, we’ve 
designed and sewn dozens of coats 
like that shown here, featuring col- 
lages of wonderful vintage and new 
fabrics from around the world. 
Here are some guidelines to help 
you create your own version of this 
versatile, go-anywhere coat. 


A luxurious silhouette 

If you want a coat with a sense of 
lushness, don’t be afraid to use an 
oversized coat or even a bathrobe 
pattern. The ideal pattern is one 
for a full, swingy garment that’s 


basically straight in design with 
virtually no detail and as few seams 
as possible, like Simplicity 7760, 
New Look 6686, Style 2878 (to lo- 
cate New Look and Style patterns, 
call 800-334-3150 or 616-683- 
4100), or Burda 3610. Straight 
seams create an elegant lookand al- 
low you to flatten out the garment 
as you work on it, which keeps 
your appliqués from buckling. 

For a really straight effect, do 
what we've done with our favorite 
pattern (a standby we've developed 
over 17 years)—eliminate the shoul- 
der seam entirely and run the fab- 
ric from the back hem to the front 
hem, folding over the top at the 
shoulder. To create this effect with 
a standard pattern, tape the front 
and back pattern pieces together 
at the shoulder and cut the two 
pieces as one (if you do this, be 
sure to use a fabric without nap, or 
the color will appear different on 
the front and back). 




















If you prefer to use a pattern with 
shoulder seams, it helps to reduce 
any major curves in the shoulder 
line. Use a ruler and pencil to draw 
a new cutting line on the pattern, 
and carefully match the line of the 
front and back shoulder edges. 


Fabrics: practical to fancy 
For a warm, winter coat, use a dark, 
hard-finished wool for the body 
of the coat, like wool cavalry twill, 
the fabric used for military uni- 
forms, which wears like iron. For 
medium climates, wool gabardine 
or denim twill (either cotton or 
silk) work well. 

Camel hair, melton, cashmere, 
and other brushed fabrics make 
luxurious coats, but these fabrics 
pill with medium wear. A coat of 
brushed wool needs to be regarded 
as a special-occasion item, not a 
basic winter staple. 

To choose the appliqué fabrics, 
first identify your favorite or most 
flattering colors. If you've color- 
coded yourself, use that palette. 

Since a variety of textures is also 
important for the appliqué, plan 
on two or more fabrics from these 
categories: sleek, matte, and nubby. 
Good choices include raw silk, tap- 
estry fabrics, vintage obi (kimono 
sashes) and kimono fabrics, hand- 
wovens, ikats, many eveningwear 
fabrics, shantung weaves, rayon, 
and Thai silk, among others. I like 


The author lays the 
cut-out coat flat to 
create the collage, 


then loosely pins each 


collage shape in place. 
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Press under all the 


edges of each appliqué 
shape by % in., remov- 
ing one shape at a time 
from the collage. Use 
the straight edge of a 
piece of cardboard or a 
manila folder to speed 
up the pressing and 
keep the edge even. 
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silk best, but cotton, rayon, and 
wool appliqués can be irresistible, 
too. For a neater project, look for 
fabrics that won't wrinkle and will 
hold a pressed edge. 

Regarding fabric weight, appliqué 
fabrics should be lighter than the 
coat fabric to prevent a wobbly, 
appliqué-heavy look. Here’s an ex- 
ception to this rule: I always feature 
one or two vintage Japanese obi 
fabrics (see “Silk resources” on p. 
63), which admittedly lean toward 
the stiff side (they were woven to be 
belts, after all). The trick is to bal- 
ance heavy and light and not let 
the collage get too stiff. 

Finally, include one or two fabrics 
with a hint of glimmer. Even the 
tiniest bit of shine provides a dressy 
edge that makes this coat work so 
well for evening events. 


Simple tools and supplies 

Since a straight stitch is all you 
need to make this coat, you can 
use any sewing machine. Choose a 
fine ballpoint needle in a small size, 
like a 9-11 (70-80); a larger needle 
might break the vintage kimonos’ 
fragile threads or punch holes in 


PRESS UNDER EDGES 


Press under % in. 
on each edge. 


the fabrics. Match the thread to 
the coat’s color, which makes the 
thread less visually intrusive. 


Time to design the collage 
Cut the coat out, and, if you de- 
cided on a pattern with shoulder 
seams, sew only the left shoulder 
seam now, using the pattern’s in- 
structions. Open up the coat flat 
to design and appliqué the collage, 
then finish constructing the coat. 
Before experimenting with the 
appliqué shapes on the coat body, 
think of ways to create an elongat- 
ed illusion. Emphasize long lines, 
and plan to lay appliqués length- 
wise, from hem to hem, concen- 
trating on the left side, over the 
shoulder, and onto the back. Then 
cut five or six appliqué fabrics into 
strips, rectangles, or triangles of 
various dimensions from 2- by 3-in. 
strips to 8- by 50-in. panels. Don’t 
cut too many small pieces (ap- 
pliqués will lose 4 in. on each side 
when the edges are pressed under). 
Lay the shapes along the left side 
of the spread-out coat, placing long 
strips up and down, over the top of 
the shoulder, and down the back 
as you see at right on p. 61. Spend 
several minutes creating various 
layouts, paying attention to the col- 
ors and textures closest to the face. 
Place light tones here, to draw the 


% in. 


Open corner out. Fold 
back on diagonal line and miter other corners to 
trim across corner just 
outside diagonal line. 


eye of an observer toward your 
face. Overlap dark fabrics over 
light, abut a print next to a solid, 
and, in general, experiment. I find 
it helps to walk away every few 
minutes (or even overnight) and 
return with a fresh eye. 

As the arrangement begins to 
“cook,” remove one appliqué from 
its place, and press under % in. on 
all sides, mitering the corners (see 
the photo at left and the drawings 
below). Immediately return the ap- 
pliqué to its place in the composi- 
tion, and insert a couple of pins to 
temporarily anchor it. Repeat this 
step with each applique. 


Pin everything in place 
With all edges pressed, it’s time to 
prepare for edgestitching by pin- 
ning everything in place. Place a 
pin every inch, pointing in the di- 
rection youll eventually sew to 
make it easier to remove. Fans of 
fusible web may wonder if they can 
fuse appliqués in place instead of 
pinning, but fusibles inevitably add 
a layer of stiffness that reduces the 
fluid drape of the coat. 


Eliminate 

overlapping layers 

When all the pieces are pinned in 
place, eliminate bulk from over- 
lapping appliqué layers as follows 


Refold edges and press; 


complete. 





Kr Ja 


Illustrations by 


Model photo by Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup by Peter Brown; process photos by Susan B. Allen 


TO REDUCE BULK 


1. Pin just beyond folded 
edges of each appliqué 
shape to outline it. 


2. Unpin and remove appliqué shape and 


trim overlapped area beneath, leaving 
% in. inside pinned outline. If there 
are additional appliqué layers below, 
repeat steps 1 and 2. 


fea oF fea 


3. Return each shape to correct spot and repin in place. 


(and as shown in the drawing 
above): First, locate one of the 
many sections where appliqués 
overlap one another. Place pins 
completely around the perimeter 
of the top appliqué to mark its ex- 
act position. The pins should butt 
the appliqué’s edges without pin- 
ning into them. Remove the pins 
that anchored the appliqué in 
place. Then carefully cut away the 
top layer that’s directly under the 
appliqué shape that you removed, 
leaving about % in. of clearance be- 
yond the pinned outline. (It’s better 
to cut too little than too much, 
which would create gaps.) 

If there are still other layers be- 
neath, repeat the step above until 
you've removed all remaining over- 
lapping layers, but, of course, do 
not cut through the actual coat fab- 
ric. Avoid the urge to cut through 
all layers at once to save time. 

After trimming all layers, return 
the appliqué to its place in the com- 
position, using the pinned outline 
as a guide, and then repin the 
shape in position. Repeat this 
process throughout the coat. 





Edgestitching tips 

Start on any large, textured ap- 
pliqué near the coat’s shoulder, 
placing the bulk of the fabric to 
the left of the needle, and edge- 
stitch the appliqué shape clock- 
wise (I don’t know why this works, 
but it does!). The presser foot 
should sit squarely on top of the 
layers, so you don’t slip off. If you 
can change the needle’s position 
on your machine, move it toward 
the appliqué’s edge. 

To guide this process, I use a 
straight pin in my right hand as a 
stiletto or awl, as you can see in 
the photo at right. With this pin, I 
press gently on the appliqué as it 
approaches the needle, pushing 
the fabric along so that the stitch- 
es will be even. 

Stitch slowly and carefully, with 
your eye focused on the presser 
foot (not the fabric edge) for 
straight, even edgestitching. Back- 
stitch one or two stitches, pull the 
thread tails to the wrong side and 
tie them off. Move to an adjacent 
appliqué, edgestitch it, and repeat 
with each shape, working from the 


shoulder down the front and then 
down the back until you've edge- 
stitched them all. Don’t take the 
shortcut of continuously edgestitch- 
ing from one shape to the next, 
since this may cause the appliqués 
to buckle. 

When you've finished the edge- 
stitching, steam-press the coat 
while it’s still flat. Allow the coat to 
cool completely on the pressing 
table before you handle it. Then 
complete the coat according to the 
pattern instructions. 

A water-repellent coating (like 
Scotchguard) over the appliqués 
will protect your coat from mis- 
haps. Apply generously, as if, as 
we say at Japanalia, this were a 
white velvet sofa. Otherwise, rain 
or splashes cause spots, pucker- 
ing, or shrinkage on those silk or 
kimono appliqués. Dry-clean your 
coat as needed, and, after each 
cleaning, reapply water repellent. 
Then youre ready to go anywhere 
in your go-anywhere coat. + 





Daniel Blow and his partner, Eiko, 
design for their shop, Japanalia Eiko, in 
West Hartford, CT. For a schedule of 
shows featuring their designs, call 860- 
523-1436. 


Silk resources 


For additional sources of 
kimono and obi fabrics, 
see Threads No. 70, 

pp. 68-71. 


Ah! Kimono 

16004 NE 195th St. 
Woodinville, WA 98072 
425-482-6485 

Vintage kimono fabrics 


From japan 

187 Victoria St. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON 
LOS 1J0 Canada 
905-468-3151 

Fax: 905-468-1697 
Vintage kimono 

and obi fabrics 


Katie’s Vintage Kimono 
PO Box 1813 

Belfair, WA 98528 
(360) 275-2815 

E-mail: 
kendrick@hctc.com 
Vintage kimono 

sampler packs 


Oriental Silk Co. 

8377 Beverly Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90048 
213-651-2323 

Silk swatch packets, 

$1 per type 


Thai Silks 

252 State St. 

Los Altos, CA 94022 
650-948-8611 
800-722-7455 

Fax: 650-948-3426 
Sample sets, $30 





To evenly edgestitch each appliqué in place, the author uses 


a straight pin as an awl to guide the fabrics under the needle. 
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be till a 


F | att e n ver look closely at an ordi- 


nary envelope for a card 

, or letter? From a pattern- 
sin 4 e-welt making perspective, it’s a 
pretty elegant object, using 

: ™® the minimum of material 

ed ges Wi c h to provide a perfectly seamless face 
with totally bulk-free edges. The 


| ‘al ever trick is in those diagonal “seams” 


in back. If you were making a sim- 
Mm | ter! n g ilar flat pouch out of fabric, you'd 
probably fold your fabric in half 
and seam closed the two open 


& i 1 @ h Nn te ue ends, like a bag or pillowcase. And 


' + ar you'd probably wish you could get 





those seamed edges as flat as the 
| envelope’s single folded edge, in- 
by judy: Barlap stead of twice as thick. 


So why not steal a bit of the en- 


velope’s fat-free elegance, especial- 
ly since fabric is so much thicker 
+ than paper to begin with? It’s an ap- 


proach that can work wonders for 
small, baglike details such as pock- 


Model photo by Nadine Raphael-Smith; hair and makeup by Barbara Mathis 


et flaps, single welts, and even 





thusttratans by Larisbre 


TO RESHAPE A WELT OR FLAP 


Start with a tracing of the welt or flap without seam allowances. 


1. Mark point % in. from each 
end of inner welt’s longer 
edge. Connect each point 
with end of foldline. 


-———— a 
Fe 
7 * * 


* 


; Inner welt . 


at oe —— 


Outer welt 


Foldline 


some collars, and it’s especially 
suited to very thick fabrics such as 
coatings. Let’s look at the simple 
process for reshaping any welt or 
flap pattern, then follow through 
with a complete, step-by-step meth- 
od for constructing a reshaped 
single-welt pocket, whether you're 
using it as a breast or side pocket in 
a jacket, at the back of pants, on 
outerwear, or anywhere else. 


Any way you slice it, 

the shape stays the same 
Moving the seams away from the 
edges of a simple folded detail can 
result in patterns that look con- 
fusing, if not downright strange, 
but the process is simplicity it- 
self. All you're doing is slicing off 
the ends of the back half of the 
old pattern shape and reattaching 
them on the ends of the front 
half, as shown in the drawing at 
left above. The result is that when 
the new seams are joined, the fin- 
ished shape will be the same, but 
the seamlines will have moved 
away from the edges to the back 
of the detail. 

To try this out, start with a trac- 
ing of a welt or flap (which can be 
virtually any four-sided shape, as 
you can see in the drawing at right, 
above) without seam allowances, 
but including the foldline and 


2. Cut off triangles formed by lines and 
pivot at foldline to attach to ends of 
outer welt. Label previous welt ends 
on outer welt as foldlines. 


Outer welt 


Foldlines 


grainline. It’s more accurate to add 
seam allowances (which should be 
4 in.) back in as a last step. If the 
pattern calls for seaming two pieces 
together instead of folding a sin- 
gle piece, eliminate the seam as fol- 


lows: Trace the shape, then fold 









Square 


Inner 
welt 


Outer 
welt 


Foldlines 


1. Fold pattern on central foldline. 


“- 


sf £ PN 










2. Bring seamlines together. 


¥ 


. 





* a 


Inner welt 









Miters don’t overhang on 
corners 90 degrees or greater. 





TEST PATTERN BY FOLDING 


. Paper pattern 


3. Press open seam allowances, mitering excess at fold. 


3. Add /%-in. seam allowances 
all around. 


% in. 


the tracing paper on the top stitch- 
ing line, turn the paper over, and 
trace the first shape again from the 
back, labeling the first shape “out- 
er.” Trace just the foldlines of the re- 
shaped outer welt or flap to make 
its interfacing pattern. 











Angled 















Inner welt wi 
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Trim overhanging seam 
allowance to 4ein. 






OTHER WELT/FLAP 
SHAPES 


Slanted welt or flap 


Inner welt 
1 . <—) 
= | 
— J 
-~_ | * 
L Foldline 
Outer welt 
a 
. Foldlines 
Asymmetrical 
welt or flap 
Inner welt <<. 
\ \ 
Cc <i ® . 
' 
Outer welt Foldline 
‘\ 
: ‘ 
’ —* \ \ 
} se. | 
‘4 > ~Se $3 x + ; 
Foldlines 


The key to bulk-free 
edges involves a simple 
reshaping of the 
pattern, producing 

a diagonal seam on the 
back of the welt, as you 
can see below. Though 
an elegant refinement 
for a lightweight wool 
like the jacket on 

the facing page, this 
technique is especially 
useful for a bulky, 
heavyweight fabric. 
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TO MAKE A SINGLE-WELT POCKET 


Parts needed: 
From garment fabric: 


From interfacing: 


Prepare 
garment: 


i 


Mark bottom edge 
of pocket opening 
on garment’s RS. 
Center pocket stay 
over opening on 
garment’s WS. 


Prepare welt: 


2 


Press on center 
foldline, WSs 
together. 
Interface WS 
of outer section. 


. Stitch diagonal ends of welt 


¢ One reshaped welt piece 
* One pocket facing; pocket opening length + 1% in. x 2 in. 


* One pocket stay, same size as facing 
«Welt interfacing 


f ~—, f ¢ \ - 


Garment, RS 


Foldline 


WS 


Interfacing 


WS 


RSs together with %-in. seam "a y » 


allowances. Press seams open | \ 4 
on point presser (essential! ). 
Don't trim unless seam allow- Ra tall | 2% 
ances extend beyond fold 

when pressed flat (see “Test 


pattern by folding” on p. 65). 


. Turn welt and press; 


topstitch if desired. 


THREADS 


Inner welt 


Because the seams on the re- 
shaped detail won’t be at the edges, 
there’s no need to ease the top lay- 
er onto the bottom, or to carefully 
press the seams out of sight on the 
detail, just to hide them after you 
turn it. Depending on the finished 
shape, there’s often no need even to 
trim the seam allowances before 
turning. After pressing them open, 
the flattened seams and mitered 
corners actually add stability in- 
stead of bulk. The drawing at the 
bottom of p. 65 shows how to pre- 


From pocket lining: 


¢ Two pocket bags; pocket opening length + 1% in. x desired 
depth; 4 in. added to depth of inner pocket bag and 1 in. to 
depth of outer bag. If pocket is angled, cut same angle at top 
of bags, measuring length from lower end of angled top. 


Attach welt: 


5. Mark stitching line on inner side of turned welt. 
For accuracy, measure from folded edge, not raw edges. 


6. Align welt stitching line on pocket 


placement line, RSs together. With 
welt top pointing down, stitch 
exactly from end to end of welt, 
pulling threads to WS to tie off 


(don’t backstitch). Check and 
correct for accuracy before 
proceeding. 


7. Pleat out 7 in. horizontally 
few inches below upper edge 
of longer outer pocket bag, 


basting in place. On garment’s 
RS, center top edge of pleated 


bag over unfinished edge 

of welt. Pin and stitch from 
garment’s WS precisely 
over previous stitching. Begin 
and end exactly at welt ends. 


Check and correct for accuracy 


. before proceeding. For 
most-accurate stitching: 
Shorten stitch length. Start 4 
in. from end, stitching toward 
end until precisely at end (lift 
foot to reposition needle if 
necessary ), pivot, stitch % in., 
stop, lengthen stitches, stitch 
to opposite end, and repeat. 


fold your reshaped paper pattern to 
test whether your foldlines and 
stitching lines are correctly placed 
and to determine whether any of 
the seam allowances will fall out- 
side the finished shape, and there- 
fore need to be trimmed at the fold- 
line before turning. 


An excellent pocket 

The drawings above run step-by- 
step through making a reshaped 
welt and constructing a pocket in- 
corporating the welt. You can use 


Garment, RS 
i 
“~ . 
fr 
4 = 2 — . 
. = a Sy 
ee) ~ 
lf 
Inner welt 


Welt underneath 


e =. 


it = | Garment, RS 


A 


Pel a, / 
Start - = 


': Se _ End 


= - 


~ 


ee, 


| 


% in. SL 


Outer pocket, WS 


a reshaped welt with some other 
pocket-making technique if you 
prefer, or incorporate into it any 
aspects of my method that you 
like. Here’s why this is my pocket 
method of choice: 

¢ The triangles left at each end of 
the pocket opening when it’s first 
cut are left pointing into the open- 
ing, not folded back as is typical, 
which reduces bulk and raveling, 
and at the same time strengthens 
the opening. Since the ends are 
fully concealed by the welt, there’s 


Finish pocket: 

8. Serge or overcast one long side of 
pocket facing, then align raw edge 
with top edge of inner pocket bag, 
RS facing up on both. Join facing to 
pocket bag at serged edge, leaving 
top edge unstitched. 


9. Place faced pocket bag on RS of 
garment, facing side down, with raw 
edges aligned with edges of welt and 
pocketing already stitched. Stitch 
through facing and pocketing 7 in. 
from welt stitching, starting and 
stopping 4 in. short of full width of 
welt stitching. Check and correct as 
follows: Fold up welt to check its 


position and make sure it covers upper 


stitching. Fold welt down, then fold 
faced pocketing over lower piece. 


well, but needn’t be perfect. 


| 
| 
Pocket edges should match reasonably | 
| 


% in. : 


Facing, RS 


= 


2. 
a = 
j Ae 
1 7 A =. ] 
EPs 


Inner 
pocket, 
RS 


¥™ 
Garment, “t 
RS © Inner. 
pocket, S 
WS ys 





10. Lift welt and pocket seam allowances, and cut through 
garment and pocket stay between stitching line to within 7% in. 
of ends. Clip precisely to ends of stitching and not beyond, 


forming triangles at 
ends of opening. 
(Don’t be concerned 
if triangles are odd 


shapes!) Clip pocket WS , — Facing 
stay only additional Pe \ o EP 3 underneath 
few threads beyond at a @ | 
stitching. Turn pocket \ Fer 
bags to inside, Me" | | 
J 


pressing upper 
seam allowance open 
on point presser. 


no reason to fold the triangles to 
the wrong side (step 11). 

¢ The upper seam of the initial 
pocket-opening stitching is made 
shorter than the welt-side stitch- 
ing, so there’s no danger of not cov- 
ering it completely (step 9). 

¢ A simple fold in the outer pock- 
et bag, instead of in the jacket 
front, takes the strain when heavy 
objects are placed in the pocket 
(step 7). 

¢ By cutting through just the pock- 
et stay a little beyond the ends of 


~~ awit —_ 
Pocket stay, LL. 
i, _ a 4 





_—— SSS 


the opening stitches, you ensure 
that the pocketing and welt will 
turn smoothly, without puckers 
(step 10). 

If youre confident of your stitch- 
ing prowess, you can add to the 
illusion of a straight welt edge by 
curving the stitching-line marking 
on the inside of the turned welt 
slightly away from the foldline in 
the middle, so that the stitched 
welt actually curves slightly up- 
ward at the fold, counteracting the 
welt’s visual tendency to look wider 


Stitch over triangles. 


11. Position triangles at 
ends toward center 
of opening, then 
turn welt up and 
press. Turn welt 
back down and 
stitch over triangles 
to reinforce. 





Folded-down inner welt 


12. Turn welt back in 
place and secure 


~~ 

"\ 
ends to garment by / Bie RS 
hand or machine, af ai Biri ee 


pulling threads to ~ ~ 


WS to secure. _ ‘7 
Outer welt, RS -) 


13. With garment flat, RS up, 
lift to expose pocket 
bags. Pin bags together as 
they lie without forcing / 
edges to match. Stitch 
bags together, starting at 





top and catching pocket 

stay and outer-pocket : Pleat 
pleat; round off corners Yd +] 

to avoid lint traps. ive coal 


at the ends than in the middle. Fi- 
nally, as you prepare the reshaped 
welt, be sure to use a point presser 
and take great care when pressing 
open the angled seams at the back 
of the welt. This will ensure that 
youll get all the flatness you've bar- 
gained for' 4 





Judy Barlup is the owner of Unique 
Techniques in Bellevue, WA, and the 
producer of the video Japanese Tai- 
loring. Call 800-557-5563 to request 
a catalog. 
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Lush, Embossed 





Design your own 


unique fabrics with 


rubber stamps 


and an iron 


by Mary Benagh O’Neil 


here’s nothing quite so 
luxurious as velvet, unless 
it’s velvet with a texture. 
I've seen commercial vel- 
vets embossed with bold 
images, but I discovered 
how to do this myself completely 
by accident. While pressing the col- 
lar of a vintage velvet jacket, I left 
a perfect impression of my iron on 
that collar! Aside from being sorry 
that ’'d messed up a great jacket, a 
light bulb went off in my brain as I 
realized that other designs could be 
applied to velvet the same way, us- 
ing heat and moisture. 
I started experimenting with the 
rubber stamps that my company, 
Hot Potatoes, sells for stamping 


paint on fabric. My stamp designs 
are big and bold, because they de- 
veloped out of my early work print- 
ing with potato carvings. But the 
beauty of embossing velvet is that 
your results can be bold or subtle, 
depending on what designs you 
choose. Bold, clear designs look 
like they've been carved into the 
velvet (see those on my jacket and 
vest on the facing page and at top 
and bottom at left), while smaller, 
more geometric designs give a sub- 
tler, overall texture or work well as 
borders (like that at left, center). 


Not all velvets are equal 
The velvets that work best for em- 
bossing contain a large percentage 


like the ter 


sunburst, and geom 


motifs on the facing 

page and at left (jacket 
pattern out of print but 
similar to Vogue 9056 
and 9133). Enhance a 
simple vest (below) with 
a herd of wild buffaloes. 
Emboss the design after 
cutting out the fabric, but 
before assembling the 


, garment (vest pattern 


similar to Burda 4013). 








/0 


Also try embossing with other materials... 


Rubber stamps can give beautiful, clear results when embossed on velvet, but don't overlook 


other embossing materials. Besides stamps, I’ve tried embossing with textured fabrics and even 


small metal objects like charms, paper clips, and wire. For example, on my scarf at bottom, below, 


| wanted a subtle, allover texture, and combined two unusual materials for the impressions—costly 


Alencon lace (at top left, below) and an inexpensive gridded wire trim (at top right, below). 


First, it’s essential to experiment. | tried embossing with different laces, and found that fine 


lines and textures didn’t show up. But the raised lines of the Alencon lace worked well. By 


pressing harder on some areas, | got an intriguing texture, with the lace design fading in and out. 


The 5-in.-wide gridded trim makes clear impressions because of the wire, and is fun to 


manipulate. | tried bending, compressing, and twisting the trim, then transferred this texture 


to the velvet. 


To emboss, arrange the wire trim on the ironing board, place the velvet right side down on 


the trim, spritz the wrong side with water, and press with a hot iron for 30 seconds in each 


area. Moving the fabric and pressing again, loosely cover the scarf with the gridded design. Finally, 


repeat the process using Alencon lace on areas of the velvet between the wire design. Check the 


results frequently to make sure you’re pleased with the arrangement. 


—Annie Coan sews, embosses, and embroiders in Mohegan Lake, NY. 


THREADS 


of rayon, so stay away from nylon 


or polyester velvets. I’ve found that 
rayon/acetate blends retain the 
deepest, most dramatic impres- 
sions, and are great for pillows and 
other home-dec items. For gar- 
ments, I prefer the fluid drape of 
all-rayon or rayon/silk velvets, and 
both take embossing quite well. 
Whichever velvet you choose, the 





embossed results will stay put 
through dry cleaning but shouldn't 
be washed. 

It’s always a good idea to test your 
stamp on scraps of the garment 
fabric before you begin stamping 
an entire garment. If you're in 
doubt about a fabric, buy a small 
amount first, take it home, and ex- 
periment on it with stamps. Then 


you can purchase the fabric you 
need for the project, knowing that 
youll love the results. 


Stamps aren’t 
equal, either 
To create clear impressions on vel- 
vet, I suggest that you stick with 
rubber stamps designed for print- 
ing on fabric. These stamps gener- 
ally have the deeper, bolder lines 
that you need for good embossing 
results. Stay away from rubber 
stamps with shallow, fine lines and 
lots of detail, like many of those 
designed for stamping on paper. 
These tend to look muddy when 
embossed, and the details get lost 
in the velvet’s pile. 

Be careful when you begin testing 
a new stamp, because some stamps 
won't hold up under high heat. The 
rubber in stamps has already been 
subjected to high temperatures, but 
not all foam cushions and glues 
can take the heat—some may melt. 
If you're buying stamps from ven- 
dors other than those recom- 
mended on p. 71, ask whether their 
stamps have been tested for this 
technique, and whether they can 
withstand the heat of an iron. 


It’s easy to create 
an impression 
Embossing designs on velvet is ut- 
terly simple. All you need is fabric, 
stamps, an iron and ironing board, 
and a mister bottle of water. 
Preheat the iron to a medium-hot 
temperature (I use a dry setting be- 
tween wool and cotton), then fol- 
low the steps on p. 71. You can 
mist either side of the fabric, but I 
find it easier to spritz the back, af- 
ter the fabric’s in position. When 
pressing, take care not to move or 
slide the iron for the first five to 
ten seconds so you don’t blur the 
image; press firmly for about 20 
seconds, and lift the iron straight 
up off the fabric. If it’s not com- 


Model photos by Jack Deutsch; hair and makeup by Gigi Hale; stamps by Hot Potatoes, except for geometric at center on p. 68, by Impress Me 


Photo at center on p. 68 and at bottom on p. 70 by Scott Phillips; photos this page by David Page Coffin; other photos by Sloan Howard, except where noted 








pletely dry, you may want to press 
again before shifting the fabric. 

If your iron’s steam holes show 
up in the design on your test sam- 
ples, either move the iron so the 
holes don’t fall over the design, or 
glide the iron gently after the first 
five to ten seconds to remove the 
marks. A little trial and error will 
make you an expert. 


EMBOSSING VELVET—AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3 


a 
9 


Place designs on garments 
Usually, I scatter the embossed de- 


signs evenly over a garment. I nev- 
er measure or mark the design 
placement, but just eyeball it to cre- 
ate a pleasing arrangement. Some- 
times, though, you may want to 
measure to make sure that you 
won't end up with, say, a perfect 
fried egg over each breast! 


After laying a piece of velvet 
face down on a rubber stamp 
(clockwise from left), mist it with 
water and press for 20 to 30 
seconds. Then lift off the iron to 
reveal the design impressed on 
the wrong side, and peel back 
the fabric from the stamp to see 


the design even more clearly. 





Since it’s easier and more effi- 
cient to emboss on smaller sections 
than on an entire length of fabric, 
I usually cut out the garment pieces 
first, then emboss them before as- 
sembly. That way, I can place the 
designs first around the face and 
neck, where they'll be noticed most, 
and then work down the garment 
section. Embossed borders look 
great, but I stay away from tight 
borders that have to be matched 
exactly; I just don’t enjoy planning 
my designs that carefully. 

I know that there’s nothing real- 
ly new under the sun, but I felt as 
if 'd made a huge and wonderful 
discovery in my world when I be- 
gan embossing velvet. You'll prob- 
ably find that everyone who sees 
this fabric just has to touch it, 
and then wants some for pillows, 
scarves, clothing, picture frames, 
boxes, or...if you invent a new use 
for it, let me know! ¢ 


Mary Benagh O’Neil of Nashville, TN, 
is the owner of the stamp company 
Hot Potatoes. 


Rubber stamp 
sources 


Hot Potatoes 

209 10th Ave. S 
Suite 311 

Nashville, TN 37203 
615-255-4055 
Deeply etched rubber 
stamps; catalog, $5 


Impress Me 

17116 Escalon Dr. 
Encino, CA 91436-4030 
818-788-6730 

Sets of deeply etched, 
unmounted rubber 
stamps: catalog, $5 


Pelle’s 

PO Box 242 
Davenport, CA 95017 
408-425-4743 

Clear polymer stamps; 
catalog, $2 
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CHILDREU’2 FABRIC2 


Carters, HealthTex, Hoffman, 
Alexander Henry, KP Kids, 


and other top names for boys y, 4, Z 
and girls from infant to teen S 


















Membersbip $5.00 yearly (imcludes 
coupon for $5.00 off first purchase) 


_ Dimples 
* Dept. TFM98 
914 Southwind Ct. 2 
Collinsville, IL 62234 
(618) 345-3997 







@ Dyed-to-match solid color 
cotton interlock, rib, fleece, 
french terry, jersey 

e@ Snap Source snaps, novelty 
buttons, elastics, thread 

@ KwikSew patterns and books 

@ Winky Cherry and I’ll Teach 

Myself books and kits 


VisalMasterCard{Discover accepted 
Sorry, no Canadian/Foreign 








If you loved Power Sewing 


Sandra Betzina's New Book 


No Time To Sew 


is for YOU! 
$29.95 add $6S&H 


Includes 8 Multi-Sized Garment Patterns 
2 Yards Free Elastic with Order 
Visa, MC, & Checks 


Power Sewing 
415-386-0440 


www.sandrabetzina.com 
















See us at: 
Grand Rapids, Mi Feb.19-21 


ASG Convention 
Orlando, FL April 2-6 


vile, 
SewBrite 


The Ultimate Cutting/Craft Table 
JUST GOT BETTER! 
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Our original table is now divided, 
making this optional add-on 
possible. Extension leaves are 
also now available! 

Visit our new website at 
www.sewbrite.com 
Sew-Brite Co. 


T12T Not Available P.O. Box 917 
$1,295 + shipping in Stores! West Unity, OH 43570 


PLEASE CALL 800-637-3632 FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 


Se 
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talog $2. 


Pattern only $12.95 
+ $1.50 s&h 
Pullon Kits $65 size 6-18 
Skirt, | Hits $75 size 20-24 
Lined | Shipping & handling 
Vest. 1st kit $5.50 
Bound add $2.50 
with | ea. additional kit 
contrast | TX res. add 7 1/4% 
| bias, L___ Includes 
_ FLATTERING 4-8(00-8-TEJAS-8 pattern | 
Dos de Tejas Patterns 
P. O. Box 1472TH, Sherman, Tx 75091 


3 EASY 
pieces, 

Pullover | 

Blouse, 


Winter White 
or Aqua Bhue 
LIMITED | 
Quantities! 
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A NEW BOOK FROM TAUNTON 





Fleece: 
the fabric that stretches 
your creativity. 


In Sew the New Fleece, fleece expert and professional sewer 
Rochelle Harper shows you how easy and fun sewing with this 
fashionable fabric can be. The exciting and creative techniques 
will have you making unique garments for yourself and for 
gifts in no time. Numerous full-color photos and helpful 
illustrations simplify each step of the process. The hardest 
part will be tearing yourself away from your machine! 


Inside you'll find helpful information on: 
+ Sewing everyday citywear and rugged outerwear. 
+ Identifying types of fleece and pile. 
+ Selecting patterns and notions. 
+ Modifying patterns to accommodate fleece. 
+ Finishing and decorative details. 
Plus...quick projects and simple gift ideas. 


This first book in the Threads “Focus on Fabric” series 

is a welcoming read for novice sewers and fun for the 

more advanced. 

SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 144 PAGES, 47 PHOTOS, 83 DRAWINGS, ITEM 070301, $21.95 


Call 1-800-888-8286, operator W659 
to order your copy today. 





TAUNTON BOOKS 


* How-To Demos * Fashion Shows 
® Hands-On Activities * Needleart Clinics 
* Meet Celebrity Experts * Exibits & More! 


EDMONTON \ TORONTO 


MARCH 12-14 ~ APRIL 15-19 © 


F 


“ i ‘ f 
de Ai LP UiiPe 
4 pe A ae ty hl Ad, if % OH AL Me 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULATION 
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si[clerc lal M@iclelie-micelay 
Designer cutting rooms... . ol Ob Rom @ie)lUlanlelisi al.cs 
Exclusive imports, cottons, Arlington, Virginia 22204 


silks, wools, Ultrasuede’ Washington, D.C. Area 


WET Me) ce (=le-mili(ctep 703/671-0324 





OREGON COLLEGE OF -ART& CRAFT 


book arts 
CERAMICS 
fe) arelaele] e-1e) ayy 


alee 


METAL 


wood. 
drawing 


Find out more about our BFA, 
Certificate and Workshop Programs. 
http://www.ocac.edu 


1-800-390-0632 or 503/297-5544 
8245 SW Barnes Road 
Portland OR 97225 


Ay inne Sale = yaaa re s a*esIgneES! 


6, T Aw A ‘ea 
40 ri 3 T 4 aG) r 
Sb cstesete y Ibi at « reat prices . § 8-1 150 
1 Few We Soh 2 & F, al Kimono $150 to $¥450 
San Marino Woman s Chub. 1800 Huntington Dr., San Marino 
March 78 & 2? 10 to 5 
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ve , 15428 Maxella Ave., #342B 
Marina de! Rey, CA. VO2P2 
\) Tel: 310-827-8535 
‘\ Fax: 310-306-7145 
NO SHOWROOM 
NO MAIL ORDER 
Please call, fax 
or write us to 
hop on our 
mailing list 
to receive 


and hotel 
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Notes 


Here’s the place to 
share news about 
interesting people 
and places, special 
products, confer- 
ences, organizations, 
and important 
developments in the 
world of sewing and 
needlework—or just 
to sound off. Write 
to: Threads Notes, 
63 S. Main St., 

PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506; 

or via e-mail: 
th@taunton.com 
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THE SEWER’S 
INTERNET 


From time to time, a single topic 
covers such vital and compelling in- 
formation that it warrants devoting 
the entire Notes department to it. 
Sewing and the Internet is such a 
topic. Below is a glimpse of the rich 
mine of information available to 
sewers in cyberspace (addresses and 
information were up-to-date as of 
press time ). 


—Chris Timmons, Editor 


Whether you want to or not, it’s 
hard to avoid hearing about “cy- 
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berspace,” “the Internet,” “e-mail,” 
and the like these days. Threads 
now has its own Internet presence 
as part of the Taunton Press 
Web site (http://www. taunton. 
com/), and we get almost as 
much e-mail (see our address 
at left) as regular mail—or snail 
mail, as cyberfolks call the ef- 


forts of the U.S. Postal Service. 


So, the Internet is here, but is 
there really any reason why a sew- 
er would want to give up valuable 
sewing time to sit in front of acom- 
puter and plow through its billions 
of pages of text and pictures? We 
recently asked Heather Claus, a 
cyber-savvy sewer who seems to 
spend most of her work and play 
time on-line, to convince us one 
way or the other, and the answer 
appears to be an obvious and re- 
sounding “Yes!” Here are Heather’s 
picks for sewers from the ever- 
expanding Web universe: 


Learn and share with 

other sewers 

Perhaps the most fundamental at- 
traction of the Internet is that it’s a 
wonderful way for people with like 
interests to find one another and 
share information. From the earli- 
est days of its commercial use, the 
Internet has functioned as perhaps 
the world’s largest nonstop quilting 
bee and stitchers’ roundtable. If 
you goto the Web site of quilt store 
Quiltropolis (http://www.quiltrop- 
olis.com/), you can join any of 20 
or so no-cost, sewing-related mail- 
ing lists with topics ranging from 
SewCouture (a fashion-sewing list 
focused on “very advanced sewing 
techniques with an emphasis on 
couture quality, designing and con- 
struction”; tailoring and draping 
techniques are also considered “on- 


Couture collections on-line. At 
firstview.com, you can call up 
literally hundreds of runway images 
from past seasons’ offerings of over 
150 designers, such as these from 
Calvin Klein’s (bottom) and Giorgio 
Armani’s (top) Spring ’97 ready-to- 
wear collections. (Access to current 
collections requires a fee.) 


topic”), Pfaffers (for Pfaff 1475, 
7550, and 7570 owners), and Full 
and Fabulous (a sewing and fash- 
ion list for the full-figured) to Vein 
of Gold (for fiber artists who are ex- 
ploring Julia Cameron’s book The 
Vein of Gold). Once you join a list— 
all you have to do is type your e- 
mail address into the appropriate 
slot, and you're signed up—your 
e-mail box can fill with as many 
as 100 letters a day (for the most ac- 
tive lists—much fewer is normal), 
which all list members (and only 
list members) will be reading and 
possibly responding to. For anyone 
with a passionate enthusiasm and 
a dearth of local soul mates, this 
can be a life-changing experience— 
and it’s as easy to quit a list as it 
is to join! 

If you make a living sewing from 
your home, or think you might 
want to, Karen Maslowski’s Sew- 
ProsNet (http://www.sewnet. com/ 
SewStorm) provides an active fo- 
rum and mailing list where sew- 
ing pros, newbies, and wannabes 
network, sharing sources and news, 
and discussing relevant issues. 

Heather Claus’s latest offering on 
her own well-designed Web site 
(http://www.sewnet.com) is on- 
line classes. If youre interested in a 
structured series of classes with 
downloadable graphics; weekly text 
lessons; a mailing list for sharing 
questions, projects, discoveries, 
and enthusiasm with other stu- 
dents; and personal on-line or tele- 
phone support from the instruc- 
tor, you might choose from such 
topics as selecting and using fabrics 
(eight weeks for $15) or pattern- 
making (six months for $100). Pro- 
jected topics in this cutting-edge 
use of the Internet include design- 
er details by Kenneth King, silk- 


1996, FirstView 
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Check out all the features and see how 
easy it will be to add a little ’character” 
to that next project. The new 
PE-200...let the fun begin. 

See the latest in Personal 
embroidery at your Pacesetter 
by Brother dealer today. Fora 











he latest Personal Embroidery System 

from Pacesetter by Brother is the perfect 

addition to any sewing room. A profes- 
sional quality embroidery-only machine that 
incorporates all the latest technology and fea- 
tures. The PE-200 also has something that no 
other machine has, 45 exclusive built-in embrol- 
dery designs of all your favorite SHO0O7Z and catalog or the name of your nearest 
Peanuts characters and their accessories. Great dealer, call: 1-800-4-A-BROTHER. : 
patterns to be added to your next project. Visit us on-line: www.brother.com : 





¢ Brother's famous layout function for pattern 
placement. 


SPT S STAT THAT HHS SSPE TS TTEST SET E CSREES SST REE R RE 


¢ LCD display for thread color suggestions, 
estimated embroidery time, actual pattern, 
pattern size and informational messages. 


PORE TICOCCIUCCCUCCTIOCOCOCCCOCCOCOCT COPE TT CCCP CCCP eT LCCC CT CCPC eer eee 


¢ 105 built-in designs including 45 exclusive 
_pnoopy licensed patterns ; and other motifs. 


° Big 4.3" x 4.3" id 40mm x1 10mm) embroidery : 
_ area. 


. * Monogram with 9 included fonts from tn 
height to small block letters for pockets or cuffs. 


See ee oC er Pit ert tet et 


¢ 120 combinations of frame patterns; 10 shapes * Lower thread sensor for low bobbin with 
in 12 stitch styles and adjustable sizes. § sound warning. 


COOSOSHSHSSOSOSSSESS CO OOO SHSEESESCECCOOHHHDEDEEEDRRETERHEEEROEEBOCeeeeencecooot; te SESE ESSE eee 


e Touch screen editing includes mirror image and « Compatible with the optional PE- SCAN custom design 
rotation of patterns. and PE-DESIGN computer software package. 





Were at your side. 


(. 


Brother International Corporation, 200 Cottontail Lane, Somerset, NJ 08875-6714. Brother Industries, Ltd., Nagoya, Japan. 3 
In Canada: 514-685-0604, ext. 233. a — 
©1997 Brother International Corporation PEANUTS © United Feature Syndicate, Inc. “~~ 
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Notes....... 


ribbon embroidery, using color cre- 
atively, and sewing on a budget. 


The 24-hour shopping mall 
The phenomenal recent growth of 
the Internet stems from the dis- 
covery of its commercial potential. 
On-line brochures bristling with 
pictures, specs, reviews, prices, and 
special offers from virtually every 
company in the world with some- 
thing to sell are the World Wide 
Web’s stock-in-trade, and sewing- 
related businesses are no excep- 
tion. The single best place to plug 
into this marketing uproar is Lily 
Abello’s Sewing Resource Guide 
(http://www.geocities.com/Heart- 
land/Meadows/4337/sewdir.htm), 
where youll find an exhilarating 
(overwhelming?) 500-plus links to 
sewing Web sites touting associa- 
tions; bookstores and publishers; 
machines and patterns; vintage 
clothing, fabric, and patterns; soft- 
ware; industrial supplies; notions; 
buttons; classes; museums; dress 
forms; and on and on (see a selec- 
tion of site links at right). From 
there, you can also link to person- 
al Web pages, where you can see, 
among other things, other sewers’ 
sewing rooms, fabric stashes, pets, 
and opinions on machines. 

And then there’s the on-line auc- 
tion world! Go to eBay (http://cay- 
man.ebay2.com/aw/index.html) 
to find more than 135,000 items 
(many shown in color) in well over 
300 categories for sale to the high- 
est bidder. You can even set up a 
virtual bidding agent, with in- 
structions to bid, say, 25¢ over any 
other bids received on the item you 
want, up to whatever limit you set. 
The seller sets the length of the 
bidding; when it’s over, if your bid 
is the highest, you'll get an e-mail 
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Sewing Web sites 
A selection of sites from 
Lily Abello’s Sewing 
Resource Guide (http:// 
www. geocities.com / 
Heartland /Meadows / 
4337 /sewdir.htm): 


Antiques and Vintage 


Associations/Guilds/ 
Directories 


Books and Videos 


Bulletin Boards and 
Chat Rooms 


Buttons 
Classes 
Clothing Catalogues 


Costumes-Theatrical/ 
Historical 


Designers 
Dress Forms 
Embellishments 
Fabric 


FAQ’s (Frequently 
Asked Questions) 


Fashion and Design 
Fashion Magazines 
Fashion Weird and Fun 


Gifts for Sewing 
Enthusiasts 


Heirloom Sewing 
Home Decorating 
Humor 

Industrial Supplies 
lroning 

Lace Making and Tatting 
Mailing Lists 

Museums, Exhibits 
Newsgroups 

Notions 


On-Line Magazines / 
Ordering 


Patterns 
Patterns-Vintage 
Period Costume Patterns 


Pattern Drafting/ 
Software 


Professional Custom 
Sewing 


Projects 


asking you to close the deal with 
the seller. Heather regularly checks 
out the vintage clothing and fab- 
ric categories, where she purchased 
gems from the ’40s and ’50s for 
very reasonable amounts. 

Of course, free classified ads are 
easy to create and respond to on- 
line. Just go to Deja News (http:// 
dejanews.com/—also the home of a 
powerful search service for sifting 
through a staggeringly huge archive 
of chat postings from individuals 
around the world on every con- 
ceivable topic, including, of course, 
every aspect of sewing and quilt- 
ing). Youll find a well-organized 
setup for posting and searching 
ads (with pictures, if you want) by 
category and region—or go world- 
wide if you prefer. 


Find inspiration 

The sheer quantity of valuable 
material you can access for free on 
the Internet can literally give you 
goose bumps. If you're looking for 
visual inspiration, you can visit the 
Vatican, the Library of Congress, 
the Louvre, and dozens of other 
world-class museums through their 
on-line archives. Or look no fur- 
ther than The Webstitcher’s Source- 
book (http://home.earthlink. 
net/~rcausbrook/sources2.html), 
where youll find categories of full- 
color sewer’s source material, in- 
cluding collections of stitchery- 
related clip art, color charts and 
activities (there’s an on-line chart of 
DMC embroidery colors), as well as 
images from nature and art history, 
from vintage and ethnic costume 
and needlework, and from con- 
temporary fashion. And ifit’s fash- 
ion imagery you want, you'll be 
able to link from there to First- 
View (http://www. firstview.com/), 


where you can select from a list of 
over 150 contemporary designers, 
including Giorgio Armani, Geof- 
frey Beene, and Issey Miyake, then 
see (and print) full-color, full-screen 
runway shots from their past col- 
lections (see the photos on p. 74), 
often including over 100 examples 
from each season. To see the cur- 
rent season, you have to pay a fee 
(you can subscribe for six months, 
or pay by the hour—it’s around $6 
an hour); viewing all the previous 
seasons offerings is free. We've ac- 
tually bought the rights to print 
images in Threads from this match- 
less fashion resource. 

Amid all this embarrassment of 
riches, my favorite free resource 
for sewers has to be Andy’s Page, 
a Web site you can link to directly 
from Heather’s SewNet Personal 
Pages category (or go to http:// 
www.panix.com/~aqn/tailoring/ 
drafting/). Here, the mysterious 
Andy (you can send him e-mail if 
you like) has posted an on-line 
computerized pattern-drafting en- 
gine that spits out drafting instruc- 
tions customized to your figure for 
afew basic men’s and women’s gar- 
ments—like jackets, pants, sleeves, 
and vests—for free. All you do is 
type your measurements into the 
on-line form (there are clear dia- 
grams to show you where to mea- 
sure), wait a few minutes, and you 
can print out, not a full-size pat- 
tern, but easy-to-follow directions 
for drafting a personalized pattern. 
Word has it that the patterns are 
quite good. I haven’t actually tried 
it...but don’t you just love that it’s 
there? Maybe there’s something to 
this Internet stuff after all. 


David Page Coffin is senior editor 
of Threads. 
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And you won't have to! With the 
Husqvarna Viking 550, you get a sti 
for every a ayes! ace, all at 
one touch,-all-for one low price (unlike 
another new sewing machine where you 


forfeit the stitches you already own to get 
the stitches you want). 


Choose from 10 built-in buttonhole styles. 
You're sure to find one that’s just right for all 
your fashions. Use your buttonhole sensor 
foot to sew a style in any size you desire. 
Now repeat it again and again in 
exactly the same length and width. 
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Choose from three built-in 
alphabets and numbering styles, 
including block, outline block, and 
script. They're perfect for 


monograms, names, and dates. 


So choose the Husqvarna Viking 550. 


Choose from 240 built-in stitches for 
utility sewing, fashion sewing, 
decorative sewing, home dec sewing, 
heirloom sewing, appliqué sewing, 
mending, and more. 


And, of course, all these stitches are available 
at a touch. 


Husqvarna 


VIKING 


When You're Ready for the Best 





Choose from an array of built-in quilting 
stitches, including a 1/4” straight stitch, a 
hand-look quilting stitch, a feather stitch, a 
serpentine stitch, an heirloom appliqué stitch, Husqvarna Viking Call 1-800-358-0001 for the dealer 
and the list goes on. conipuieiieeneety nearest you or visit our web site at 
& http://www.husqvarnaviking.com 
machines start at $799. 


So choose the Husqvarna Viking 550 and 


~* change your clothes, not your stitches. 
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Today’s source for the best in unique and classic 
quality fabrics. Luscious wools, sinuous 

silks, pima cottons, microfibers 

and performing 

blends. 


core 


e Large swatches | 
e Caring attention 
e Let us send you a courtesy 
sampling. See for yourself. 


7689 Lakeville Hwy Petaluma, CA 94954 
1-800-828-6561 1-800-422-4992 


: : 
ie gon at none for beautiful oe aiid einmings. | P: 
AC | available from our catalog. 7. 
a Choose from a large selection of trims, braids, tassels, fringe, cords, ee 
- edgings, metallics, pearls, frogs, buttons, ruffles, appliques, etc. 4 
a | “TRIM YOUR GARMENT AND MAKE IT UNIQUE” oe 
ip Catalog contains hundreds of trims shown in full color - send or = 


=. call for your catalog today. $6 deposit - refunded on first order. 
ef Visa (800) 929-2529 MasterCard 


¢ GINSCO TRIMS 242 w.38th St. © Dept. TH « New York, NY 10018 ~: 
= http:/ Maa ginstrim. com iS 
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FOREVER TIMELESS 


THIRD EDITION SEWING PATTERNS 
CATALOGUE Now AVAILABLE 


| SMOKE AND FIRE, THE MANTUA MAKER, RICHARD THE THREAD, 
PERIOD PATTERNS, PAST PATTERNS, OLD WORLD ENTERPRISES, 
PATTERNS OF HISTORY, MILL FARM, HEIDI MARSH PATTERNS, 
PERIOD IMPRESSIONS, D.L. DESIGNS, HARRIET’S PATTERNS, 
ATTIC COPIES, MISSOURI RIVER, AND EAGLE’S VIEW 


PROVIDING SEWING PATTERNS FROM SIMPLER TIMES 
| CATALOGUE $6.00 US or $7.00 CDN(INCLUDES POSTAGE) 


FOREVER TIMELESS, RURAL ROUTE ONE, 
HILLSBURGH, ONTARIO, DOMINION OF CANADA, NOB 1ZO 
PHONE (519) 855- 6507 or FAX (519) 855-6037 


| 
PLEASE MAKE CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE ‘To FOREVER TIMELESS | 





Kaffe Fassett Stripes, Batiks, Japanese Prints! 
Over 500 Books,Tools, Ribbons,Threads. 
If you can't find it... we may have it! 


‘The Cotton Patch 


For a FREE catalog call 800-835-4418 
or write: The Cotton Patch 
3405 Hall Lane, Dept TN, Lafayette, CA 94549 
E-mail to: CottonPa@aol.com 
Receive fabric swatches by sending $8 and get $5 off first order! 


i 
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A NEW BOOK FROM TAUNTON 


JUST 
vee ea 


Sewing Techniqués and Design Ideas 


PATRICIA MOYES 





You can sew 
flawless pockets. 


A pocket is an important, and often challenging, design 
element. A great one gives your garment a professional 
look. This lushly illustrated book, Just Pockets, details the 
process of sewing virtually every kind of pocket. From 
functional to decorative, simple to embellished, this clear 
and inviting read shows you how to make a perfect pocket 
every time. Professional sewing teacher Patricia Moyes 
shows you how to: 


+ Master patch, inseam and hidden pockets. 

+ Add pockets where there are none. 

+ Make a template and use it. 

+ Work fearlessly with sheer material. 

+ Gain the confidence to alter a pattern’s pockets. 


Steps are detailed in full color for both the ambitious 
beginner and more advanced sewer. 
SOFTCOVER, COLOR, 112 PAGES, 32 PHOTOS, 60 DRAWINGS, ITEM 070321, $19.95 


Order today by calling 
1-800-888-8286, operator W660. 





TAUNTON BOOKS 


eelotltetsaalttes 


Fabulous Scraps 
$15 includes s/h 





ead PRO 


No Broken Metallic Threads 


Ask at Viking Sewing Centers 
or your local sewing store 


Retail Catalogs 

A Great Notion, BC 800-309-2829 

Crowning Touch 800-729-0280 

Clotilde, Inc. 800-722-2891 

Nancy’s Notions 800-833-0690 
email: thredpro@airmail.net for distributors call 214-369-1614 


Trim ¢ Embellish ¢ Edge ¢ Applique ° Acie 


Luxurious faux fur scraps from our cutting 
tables fill a 17 x 12 x 4” box. You'll love our 
lavish assortment: Sable, Coyote, White Mink, 





Black and Arctic Fox, Tanuki and more--no 
smaller than 5” square to a generous 8” x 
20”. Add $5 to request ONE specific fabric. 
EARLY BIRD BONUS: first 50 orders receive 
JUMBO 10 x 10x 13 box. 


FREE--includes $6 pattern for Barbie's™ 
10-pc wardrobe PLUS our 10 Best Sewing 


Beacon > 


Our Newl 
Expande Fabric) pay tions 
Catalog N ee 


Offers Raabe More Than Ever: 


* Machine Embroidery Supplies ¢ Active Wear Fabrics 
¢ Upholstery Supplies e Marine Fabrics & Notions 





e Awning Fabrics & Canvas e Flag Cloth nes Offer expires 4/7/98 Hawati, Alaska 
e Sewing Notions e Decorative Serger Thread & Canada add $5 shipping per order 
¢ & Much More Donna Salyers’ Fabulous-Furs 
Call Toll Free Today...To get your copy of our I 20 W. Pike St. - Dept T28 
exciting new 32 page catalog: Beacon Fabric & Notions Covington, KY 41011 (800) 848-4650 


F “aoa SETS FURS VISA ¢ MasterCard « Discover 


The Luxurious Alternative to Animal Fur ¢ Check « Money Order 






= 800-7 13-8157 : 
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FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF THREADS... 


Sew elegant blouses and shirts. DYES for Fabric Design 
With Shirtmakingyou'll learn to make shirts Gis 


that really fit, create custom-fitted patt SHIRTMAKING | | ee - WOOL = SUL Sa 
a ne en = ae os vesul 5 + ae B = [p/a\ Nil a oat 
th p to get prof ] It we Y 7 “ty 


and vary a basic pattern. Thecompanion LIQUID H REACTIVE DYES - One Shot Dyes 
video guides you step by step through the TECHNIQUES a | PRO MX Reactive Dyes - Sabracron™F Reactive Dyes 
complete construction of a shirt. 7 * | Kiton Acid Dyes - WashFast Acid Dyes 


THE BOOK: HARDCOVER, COLOR, 192 PAGES, 7. 7 . TEXTILE INKS & Pigments - MARBLING COLORS 
OVER 200 PHOTOS AND DRAWINGS, ITEM 070156 RR | ALL SUPPLIES 


THE VIDEO: 45 MINUTES. THE SET: ITEM 07A227 ya RQO—ese; 


a ; We are the PRO/essionalsource! h : | (cs D 
To order, call 1-800-888-8286, operator W482 or send /\ SPECIALISTS IN FABRIC COLORATION emica YO 
$29.95 (plus $3 p&h) for the book or $45.95 (plus $4 p&h) L P.O. BOX 14, Dept.T (508) 676-3838 nc. 
for the book/video set to: Workshops! SOMERSET, MA 02726 Fax: (508) 676-3980 


Taunton Direct, Inc., Order Dept., P.O. Box 5507, Newtown, CT 06470-5507 : Technical Assistance Orders Only: 1-800-2-BUY-DYE 








7 ~~ . LEE ARCILESI*J/UDY BISHOP+PAT BROUSIL*LOUISE MCCORMICK GIBNEY 
EMBROIDERY DEBI TONG GRAY*LESLY-CLAIRE GREENBERG*NANCY HALPERN 
23 


THE QUILTING EVENT 


at G Street’s Virginia Location 


(In Centreville, only 8 miles from Dulles Airport) 


SUPPLIES 


Quality Materials /Same Day Shipping 


for all your machine embroidery needs 
- Threads - Scissors/Nippers + Backings + Oxford Dress Shirts - Needles 


9T’s EMBROIDERY SUPPLY —sesuun 


S& P.O. Box 484, Macedon, NY 14502 ae 
PH (315) 986-8434 - FAX (315) 986-8436 
Write or call for a free catalog 


Hand and Machine Sewing Classes 
Quilts ¢ Slide Lectures ¢ Trunk Shows 
Wonderful Wearables ¢ Elegant Embellishments 


G Street FORINFORMATION & REGISTRATION 
CALL: (301) 231-8982 ext. 226 FAX: (301)231-8573 


FABRI CS WRITE: 11854 Rockville Pike * Rockville, MD 20852 


PAT RODGERS*TERI SHOREY*NANCY SHRIBER*LOIS SMITH 
MARIE STRAIT *JOAN TOOMEY*DIANE TUCKMAN® JULIE WEGELIN 





SEWING & INSPIRATION 
NOT RIVW+SLVOW NS +>11DUaIN SANON 


VIELLAId VAVHUVA*HALYOd dale T1V 
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Quick to Make 


If you’re busy and 
have only limited 
time to sew, try 
these quick-to- 
make ideas. 


Add a touch of 
whimsy to a 1-in. belt 
of two-color stripes 
with hand-sewn curls 
of soutache braid. 
Make a matching 
buckle by wrapping a 
purchased metal buckle 
with soutache (hint: 
curved buckles are 
easier to cover evenly 
than square ones). 
Secure cut ends at 

the back with a few 
hand stitches and a 
dot of Fray Check to 
prevent raveling. 
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WRAP 
YOURSELF 
IN SOUTACHE 


by Karen Morris 


While browsing in an elegant New 
York shop recently, I noticed a 
group of fluid belts that appeared 
to be built seamlessly from a lus- 
trous ribbed fabric. Upon closer 
examination, I discovered that 
they were made from rows and 
rows of ordinary rayon soutache 
braid butted together and sewn. 
Of course, I couldn’t wait to try 
the technique for myself, and the 
belts you see here are the result of 
my experiments. 

Soutache belts aren’t difficult to 
make. With a couple of packages 
of readily available braid (see 
“Sources” on p. 82), fine .004 nylon 
monofilament thread, a decorative 
buckle or a plain one that you cov- 
er, and some Ultrasuede or other 
fabric to use as a lining, you're 
ready to go. The 1%-in.-wide belt 
shown above required about 20 yd. 
of braid. You'll join two strands of 
soutache at a time, gradually build- 
ing up rows, as shown in the draw- 
ing on p. 82, until you reach the 
width you want. My belts are fairly 
soft; if you want a stiffer effect, try 
fusing a layer of Pellon’s Wonder- 
Under to the back of the outer belt 
before lining it. 


Easy- 
breezy 
construction © — 
To decide on the ~ 
length of your belt, 
measure at your waist or hip where 
you want the belt to sit, and add 
about 6 in. for overlap and 2 in. 
for the fold at the buckle end. If 
you're not sure about the belt’s 
length, model both its length 
and width after a favorite belt in 
your wardrobe. 

Before diving in, fool around with 
samples to test the technique and 
adjust your machine. I used mono- 












Build a great 





belt by joining 
rows of soutache 
braid. Zigzagging the 
rows with invisible thread 
produces a handsome, 

textured fabric, and an 
Ultrasuede lining creates a 
professional finish. 


filament for the upper thread and 
bobbin, set my machine on a zigzag 
2 mm wide and long, and used a 
machine-embroidery foot with a 
scoop on the bottom to accommo- 
date the thickness of the braid. 

To “build” the belt, butt the 
strands of braid firmly together as 
you guide them under the foot, 
feeding them evenly so the belt will 
lie straight. After each row, hold 
the belt up to the light to look for 
spots where you failed to catch 
both sides, and resew any gaps. 

By stitching in a continuous line 
around the tip, you'll have to deal 
with cut ends of braid only at the 
buckle end, where you can hide 
them under the lining. The only 
tricky part is the tip—lay the new 
strand around the curve with plen- 
ty of ease so that the tip will lie 
flat, and sew slowly. For a smooth 
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1 by Scott Phillips 


Praote 





dulie Parkers 
FABRIC REFERENCE SERIES 


Finally — three great books that explain fabrics and fibers from 
the consumer’s point of view, written in plain English instead of 
confusing technical jargon. A detailed description of each fabric 
is illustrated with a real cloth sample, right there on the same 
page, which clarifies in the simplest way what a boiled wool, 
cotton seersucker or silk shantung looks and feels like. Threads 
called this a “Great idea!” We think you’ll agree. 

All About Wool, 144 pages + 35 wool samples, $48.75. 
All About Cotton, 120 pages + 42 cotton samples, $32.75. 
AllAbout Silk, 92 pages + 32 silk samples, $32.75. 
Best buy: Ali 3 books + 109 samples, $105.25. 

Sales tax: WA state residents please add 8.6% tax. 

Ship ping: Prices include 4th-class postage to all U.S. 
destinations. For faster Ist-class delivery in the U.S., 
add $1.25 per book. We also ship UPS, but rates vary. 
To Canada, add $1.25 per book. To all other addresses, 


A <r 





please contact us for rates. Payment: We accept VISA, ALL ABOUT WOOL 
MC, AmEx, checks and money orders in U.S. funds. ‘What a 
PHONE: 206-527-8778 wonderful book? 
FAX: 206-526-2871 a oat Teige ss 
Book Awards 


E-MAIL: RAINCITYPU@AOL.COM 
Rain City Publishing, Dept. 102, PO. Box 15578, Seattle, WA 98115 
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Quick 'n Easy / S yi 
Pants and Shorts =a Oa ae = ea ae 


Fun, oll | COLLECTIBLES” 
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Sew like 
a pro with 


Stetch & Sew" 


Call for a free catalog — 1.800.547.7717 
e-mail: stretch-and-sew@ wor'dnet.att.net 


web site: http://www.stretch-and-sew.com 
©1997 Stretch & Sew, Inc./Alt rights reserved 











The Finest Original Woven Labels Since 1846/~ “40> 






al TREE fk 5. ee 
te AnD CATED oe 
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1. SES Cie Circle style desired above 


2: Se << Circle choice. Not available with style E or F. 
| SPEICLIEF 


Circle c one for lettering, one for 
background below. 






















3. Bete) He) st 
6. Balenie 


LETTERING | LABEL BACKGROUND | nent 


| 144 labels for $40.00 | 


GREEN, GOLDENROD ON WHITE, CREAM, BLACK 


WHITE, CREAM, GREY, BLACK, 
| RED, GOLDLUREX GREEN, NAVY | 72 labeis for $27, 50 





GREY, ROSE, SKY, LILAC, BLACK, 


GREEN, NAVY js Residents add 6% tax 


| WHITE, GOLD LUREX ON 


| BLUE, BROWN, BLACK, PINK ON WHITE, CREAM || Postage and Handling | $ 2.95 


4. LABEL INFORMATION PLEASE PRINT US currency only Tora | $ 


line ne Allow 3-4 Weeks for delivery 


Line Two 
MAXIMUM 24 letters and spaces per line 


hm ~=CUSTOMER INFORMATION 


Send labels to: 





Mail to: HEIRLOOM WOVEN LABELS 
PO. BOX 428 TH28 
Moorestown, N.J. 08057 


Name Phone Orders now accepted 

609} 722-1618 
Address FAX (609) 722-8905 
http:// members.aol.com/ heirloom! 


Phone f——- Rue 











SEW FOR INTERIORS, PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION 
SLIPCOVERS, PILLOWS, DRAPERIES, SWAGS, 
SHADES, DECORATING, VALANCES, BUSINESS 


TRENIA BELL-WILL’S 


INTERIORS 
DST 


904 DUNDEE DR., RADFORD, VA 24141 (340) 639-6080 
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Quick to Make... 


Sources 


The Button Shoppe 
4744 Oakfield Cir. 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
916-488-5350 
Buckles; catalog, $5 
refundable 


Elsie’s Exquisiques 
22691 Lambert St. 
Suite 513 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 
714-837-1885 

Silk soutache in 12 
colors; free catalog 


Tinsel Trading Co. 

47 W. 38th St. 

New York, NY 10018 
212-730-1030 

New and vintage trims, 
tassels, braid, fringe 


New! 


”  dreiliae 
Embroidery Stisso) 
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curve, stop with the needle down 
every few stitches to pivot the work. 
But don’t worry if your belt wob- 
bles a bit. After stitching, press it 
with a press cloth and plenty of 
steam, and it will flatten nicely. 


Finishing touches 

Once the outer belt is completed, 
sew a “keeper” (the narrow strip 
that holds the end of the belt in 
place) from several strands of 
soutache braid long enough to 
wrap around the belt and overlap 
about #% in. on the wrong side. Try 
on the belt, turn under and pin the 
buckle end (if your buckle has a 
prong, insert it between strands), 
and pin, then hand-sew, the keep- 
er’s ends in place. 

For a clean lining, cut a strip of 
Ultrasuede the width of the belt 
and the finished length minus 
an inch or two at the buckle end. 
Pin it to the finished belt back and 
zigzag around the edges, stopping 
just shy of the keeper. Finish at- 
taching the Ultrasuede by hand 


AN EASY SEWN BELT 


Start by zigzagging 
doubled length of 
soutache, then build 
up belt by sewing 


one new row of 
braid at a time, 
turning at end to 
create smooth tip. 
(For evenly striped 
belt, use single length 
of braid at center.) 





with neat stitches, covering the 
braid’s raw ends. 

If your buckle has a prong, use an 
awl to punch a few smooth, evenly 
spaced holes in the Ultrasuede so 
you can close the belt. Or close it 
with a strip of hook-and-loop tape 
sewn inside the overlap area, or 
with a couple of hooks and eyes. 

After I sewed the first plain belt, 
I was eager to try one with stripes 
or braids in contrasting colors. 
After stitching and pressing the 


fa 


When belt is 
desired width, 
fold over buckle, 
sew across width 
to anchor, add 
keeper to hide 
raw edges, 

and line with 
Ultrasuede 

if you want. 


striped base layer, I embellished 
it with whimsical scrolls of sou- 
tache hand-sewn in place; | left this 
belt unlined. 

Of course, you don’t have to stick 
with soutache. You can make a belt 
from almost any beautiful, straight- 
edged trim, like metallic tape or 
twisted cord. A sample will let you 
know youre on the right track. 


Karen Morris is an associate editor 
of Threads. 


Generous hoop clearance 


F 4 » Unique angles & length 
4 designed for unobstructed view 


- Special curved tips cut close, 


AVE 


INCORPORATED 





Illustration by Kathy Bray 


SILKS 


Largest 
Collection 
Velvets, 
Chittons, 
Satins, 

Suitings, 
Prints, 
and Much More. 


Our Low Prices Will Surprise You 
Free Brochure Call Toll Free 





Thai Silks! 


252(T) State Street * Los Altos, CA94022 =: JOin our SILK FABRIC CLUB-$20 annually 


(800) a SILK * (800) 221-SILK in Calif. COMPLETE SAMPLE SET $30 
Tel: (650) 948-8611 + Fax: (650) 948-3426 — Qver 400 samples PLUS A FREE SILK SCARF 
Specials for Stores, Artists, Dressmakers Gal |FORNIA RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD SALES TAX 





wen * UL Gas 
with Bausttorss! 


You can create bright, colorful 
buttons and turn them into 
beautiful crafts quick and 
stew wile Baa e nin Silk and Cotton Quilting 
With a little imagination, 
you can make button crafts Scraps: 


P- for any occasion or holiday, 
for decoration or as special ) 
gifts for family and friends! 1S lb bags $20.00 
Buttons are also big | Shipping $20.00 


sellers at flea markets 
and craft shows. 





The Starter Kit, for only 


$29.95, includes a hand- = aA ROBERT TALBOTT 
oot aa SHIRTS & HANDSEWN 
enough parts to make aie NECKWEAR 


your first ten 2-1/4” 


buttons. Additional parts Starter Kit 
can be found in the FREE Only Carmel Valley 


color catalog. $29.95 California 93924 


Order today! 


————————— 408-659-4540 
Call 1°800 223-4103 
Visit us at: www.badgeaminit.com 1-800-747-8778 


Badge-A-Minit, Dept. THR298 
P.O. Box 800, LaSalle, IL 61301 
To order: Send $29.95 plus $4.50 shipping AX, Visa, and MC 
(IL residents add $1.87 tax). 





Marketplace 


Make your own exclusive... HATS & GLOVES 


Unique designs 
Distinctive trims 
Multi-size patterns 


4 — Seminars, workshops 
; Easy-to-use instructions 
Supplies, kits, books, fabrics 


Catalog: $3.00 


Ke : 
Pattern HP220 Fattern % Studs, P.O. Box 15874 


Cincinnati, OH 45215-0874 


P.O. Box 1363 
Winchester, VA. 
22604-1565 
‘Sc Uiive-bL a 
Fax(540)722-1618 


www.harriets.com 


atalog w/color & 

200+ Patterns: 512.00 

— — c. lath 1oas 
ic. 1860-1890 Pattern: 
| Sizes 8~16 $18.00 














CMCurriet’s ‘Chen & Nowe | Costume Rental 
The Total Package 
Ladies~Men~Kids 


Research, Documentation & “How~To” 
Magazine Loaded with Information 


$6/Issue or $30/Year $150~-200.00+SaH 











Beanie Baby 


oy a Clothes Pattern 
Sew delightful! 

| Make j Ca eee mi pj’s, jacket, backpack 

& bean bag chair. ‘Holiday costume pattern too!. 

\ Send $8ppd to: Mother Moose’s Sewing Room 

P.O. Box 17, Bensenville, IL 60106-0017 , 

See: www.anezgelfire.com/il/mommoose 













For Information: 
Send SASE to: 
On The Surface - PO Box 8026 - Wilmette, IL 60091 


Dealer Inquirtes Welcome 








ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE $1.00 (us FuNDS) 
(FOR COLOR SWATCHES ADD £1 00) 
HS4 & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 


(619) 442-1167 





ELAN” PATTERN CO., DEPT. T 
534 Sandalwood Dr., El Cajon, CA 92021-5455 USA 
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Marketplace 


Judy Barlup’s 


_/apanese 
a é e 
Jailoring 

This 2 hr. 40 min. video takes you step-by-step 

through the process of tailoring a quality jacket or 


coat. Methods adapted from the Japanese clothing 
industry provide easy techniques for all skill levels. 


$4922 + $5 shipping 
(WA res. add 8.6% tax.) 
Unique Techniques 


3840--136th Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98005 
To order or request a catalog, 


Call (800) 557-5563 


Instructional Video 


(techniques shown on 
“Sew Perfect”, 
Home & Garden TV} 


Heautiful Sabrics by ail 
Free Shipping Offer 


An exquisite collection of the finest 
quality imported, domestic and 
designer silks, wools, cottons, 
synthetics and more! To receive a 
selection of fabric swatches 4 times a 
year send a $12.00 check or money 


order to: THREADS 


(AT GINGERBREAD HILL 


[356 E. Garfield, Aurora, Ohio 44202 Phone: 216-562-7100 _| 



















~ Dragon 
Pattern 


Fabric Sculpture 
(1 high, 2’ long) 
button- jointed wings, 
bead eyes, fiber mane, 
sand-filled tail 


THERE 1S NO NEED TO BE 
AN EXPERT! CoLor PHOTOS, 
GENEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS AND PRE- 
GISE INSTRUCTIONS FILL 9 PAGES. 
APPROXIMATELY 2O HOURS OF FUN 
FOR ADVENTUROUS ONES WITH 
INTERMEDIATE SKILLS. PLUS, A 
PAGE ON WORLDWIDE DRAGON LORE. 





$12.00 plus $3.00 s/H « ORDER BY CHECK, M.O.,VISA OR M.C. 


Small wor ks original dolls, dept.th 
Melinda Srmall Paferson 







10465 NW Lee Court, Portland, OR 97229 
(503) 203-6787 or E-mail: melsmall@felepori.com 
See Morel http://www.teleport.com/~melsmall 


Fashion, Fabric & Fun Tours 


Sew Many Options Tours 

UPCOMING TOURS 1998... 

* PORTLAND/PUYALLUP SEWING EXPO (Feb23-28) 

* NEW YORK (Sept 8-14) iO) 

* HONG KONG (Nov 30-Dec 8) { 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Send a SASE for brochures to: 
15942 SE Brooklyn St. » Portland, OR 97236 « 503-761-6460 


0 1 
/-- MEASURING MADE EASY 


Pith the Two Easy Tape’ ¢ inseam Companion Tape 
* Takes the guesswork out of measuring and pattern adjustments! 


i 
« [rool vereds back 
*Farnh tape £ long! 
| 


| (CM remit ant Te ta | 
for book amd 2 tapes ta: 


e Find the center 
of anything! 


e Measure Crotch 
Curve and Inseam 
in one take! 


LH ENTERPRISES 
14403 Janal Way * Dept. T 
San Diego, CA 92129 


Dealer Inquiries Welcome © (619) 672-2122 
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for desizn und patterns 


¢ Stitch Painter 
for any craft with grids 
IBM, Mac &Amiga 
catalogue $1. 
Cochenille Design Studio 
P.O. Box 4276 - T, 
Encinitas, CA 92023 
(619) 259-1698 
http://www.cochenille.com 


| Dd-| DO-| Dd-| De-| [aie] (x ‘| 


‘Boao. 


cea: 


5 KNITTING PATTERN BOOKS 
BY Betty Lampen 
Book I-"Miniature Sweaters" 
Book II-"Miniature Pullovers” 


Book Ill-“30 Mini Designs" 
Christmas Ornaments -2 1/2" tall 





Book il "Teddy Bear Knits" 
for 3 sizes of Teddy Bear Af 
7 1/2, 13, 17 1/2” tall 
Sweaters, dr esses,shoes etc. 


pesceeseeeselsos-25-- = Seis an 
Betty Lampen - DeptT © 


2930 Jackson St. San Francisco, CA 94115-1007 
Books $6 each - $1 shipping & handling 
CA residents include sales tax. US funds only. 
http://www.bettylampenknitbooks.com 


A Treasure Chest of 
beautiful imported 


BUTTONS 


to satisfy all your needs. 


For a full-color catalog of over 250 buttons, photographed actual 
size, send $5.00 (refundable) to: 


Ridge Productions, Inc., 2835 Jackson Ridge, Dandridge, TN 37725 


~) Baltazor’s 


Laces * Fabrics 
Lace Making Supplies 
Bridal 
Heirloom 
Smocking 


CATALOG $3.00 


1-800-532-LACE 


DEPT. T, 3262 SEVERN AVE. 
METAIRIE, LA 70002 U.S.A. 
(504) 889-0333 





Cheat your 
own professional 


quality bridal 
headpieces and 
veils—At a 
fraction of the 
price pay 
expect to 
in a bridal salo 
New 128-page book with arti 
500 detailed illustrations makes it 


fun and easy. Only $19. 22 > plus $4.50 sth 
H res. a saies tax 


Harpagon Ptah 


P.O. Box 161125 Rocky River, nie “au 16 
Call or fax toll-free: 1-800-295-0586 | C 


THE WORLD'S FINEST FABRICS BY MAIL 


Select from a collection of the highest quality imported and 
domestic silks, wools, cottons, and more 


that the World has to offer. 


To receive beautifully coordinated swatch collection 4 times a 
year send $12.00 check or money order, name and address to: 


the 1) 


S700 Monroe Street Sylvania, Ohio 43560 419-585-5416 





CAN A DIAN CATALOGUE 
SILK RIBBON , CRAZY QUILTING 
BOOKS & VIDEOS 
Order Free Catalogue ren 
Victorian Pleasures 


Box 3883 
Olds. Alberta, [4H IP6 


1-403-556-3999 - Fax: 403-556-1686 
Toll Free : 1-888-EMB-SILK (362-7455) 





| Study 


the Art of @ Fashéoiv 


Accredited Programs 
* French Fashion Couture Design 
» Haute Couture Dressmaking ag Tailoring 
» Fashion Retail Merchandising 
» Jewelry Design & Repair 


_ _ Certificates, Degrees & Services 


#9 month to 2 year Associates Degrees 
| # Financial aid for those who qualify 
» Job placement assistance for graduates 


Virginia Marti College of Fashion & Art 
11724 Detroit Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44107 
(216) 221-8584 1-800-473-4350 

World Wide Web: http://www.vmarti.com 


71-02-01698T 


ne ae 
sew ofany aie 


“> Canoda's premier mail-order source 
for specialty sewing supplies 
1-800-SEW-FNCY 
Fabrics, books, notions and Sewfancy@interhop.net 
other necessities for all the www.sewfancy.com 
\ needle arts! Your source Send $5 for your catalog 
for heirloom sewing, sik Sew Fancy, Unit 25 
_ribbon, couture, quilting, RR #1 Beeton 
25% embroidery, and Ontario, Canada 


discount ~ specialty threads LOG 1A0 «(905 
to U.S. i 175-1396 











~) MAKING 
> SUPPLIES 


Costame Fabrics, Sequins & Rhinestones, 
Trims, Feathers, Notions, Hats, re ety, 


PLEASE CALL FOR YOUR 


VISA oe 
CATALOG OR SEND $2.00 TO: “oe 


Costumers Quarter! 
2400 East Colonial Drive, Suite 28F, Dept. 


Orlando, Florida 32803 
CALL (407) 898-3646 FAX (407) 894-8818 


aaa eee eee aa iia ee ee 


P-AW | #018 APE! TOP € TROUSERS 


pnts y. 


Patiera Compuuy 















Loose flowing lop | 
wilh an unusual 
hemline and 
optional collar 
| 


_ 
| 


rr 


\ plied! af Price 
l 


4 \atalos {4 | 

FREE w/ordert 
! I 

Dept. 175 | |: 

19618 Canyon Drive 1 | } | 

i) { || Al pies mchated 

"xs en 


i Pid irtmaper) aie 
ia 
| @i hiave or 
ie hci el 
wri Tie ba! 


Granite Falls, WA 98252 | 
800-691-4293 L Ji 
360 691-4293 Outside US } Jt “e be pe a 
VISA/MC | | i Fen 
Welcome! 


i | J 
S | LF 
a Aw! CUS iow t & 
Ce ee ee ee ee se 8 


Ad I i 


fine, bis” 


THE ORIGINAL SEWING KIT COMPANY 
QUALITY AT AFFORDABLE 
PRICES 

~~~ Kor over 30 years 

' Patternless sewing kits, patterns, sewing 
| notions, outdoor fabrics, speciality fabrics 
; including the H OTnew polar fleece 
! fabrics. In home zipper repair kits. 


Fora FREE full color catalog 
1-800-KITS-USA 
FROSTLINE KITS 

2525 River Rd. 
Grand Junction, CO 81505 


Worid Wide Web Site: 
\ http://www.frostlinekits.com P. 


eee ew oe ee ew eee oe oe oe 
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Premier Llama Fabric < - wade in the USA 











European Fabric! 


Create beautifully sheer areas 
on our imported fabric with 
Fiber-Etch® Fabric Remover. 










Wonderful for blouses, curtains, 
and scarves. Specially woven 
not to ravei in etched areas. 









For 1 yd. European Azeta 
batiste fabric (52” wide), a 
4 oz. Fiber-Etch and a Tips 
and Techniques booklet, 
send $35.00 to: Sitkpaint 
Corp., PO Box 18-THR, 
Waldron, MO 64092. 
Postage within the 

U.S. is included. 












Vintage Sewing Patterns 
Now yard Can recreste rericd elegance with CME caraloy 
of historvcally accurate sewing patterns for the entire fam- || 
ily— Medieval, Regency, Civil War, Victorian, 
Edwardian, 1920's, 1930's, 1940's, 
Also offered—hard- ti find books and sewing tools 
New 1998 Catalog! 
$7.00 of FREE with 
purchase of featured pattern, 


FMS? 
Wechorant Linker garters, 
Mitses 6-10 wciuded 
$24 00 ppd. 


Harper House 
PO”. Box 10 

Dept THFM-9 
Williamstown, PA 17098 


Order Toll-Free 1-848-89DRAMA 77-47-2480 FAX 


Vin! ALC) Arex 


DESIGN COMPUTER-AIDED 5 
PATTERNS wits Fittingly Sew 1.2 


se + Design Custom-Fit Patterns with No Size Limit 
“* «Change Shapes of Curves/Create Facings & Yokes 
*Determine Fabric Requirements and Pian Layouts 
*Print to System Printer 
«PLUS Many More Exciting Features 
¢ FREE DEMO Available for IBM or MAC 


ak Knitcraft, Inc. 
w yy 

816/461-1217 

5OO N, Dodgion Ave, - Independence, MO 64050-3023 


Fax: 816/461-5505 - Web: http://www.knitcraft.com 


=f = 
Pronaade's |e le Bead Shop 
Inc. 


«Beads = nee & Sequins 





¢ Austrian & Czechoslovakian Crystals 
Instruction Booklets 








- * Beadwork Supplies * Bead Embroidery Kits 


| GUATEMALA! | 


Our handwoven 100% cotton fabrics are some of the 
world's most exciting textiles! Perfect for fashion sewing 
& home dec. Wide variety of weights, textures, & de- 
signs. Great discounts, moneyback guarantee. Gener- 

| ous swatch pack: $5, applicable to order (International: | 
US$7.50). Quiiter’s Grabbag: only $25 (free shipping!) | 


| GLOBAL 3439 NE Sandy Blvd. #963-T 


VILLAGE Portland, Fine sate 
IMPORTS 
| Wholesale/Retail www.GlobalFabric. com/~gvil | | 


KRUH 
NI 


Wetec 


Feat 
compuk™ 


the Machine Knitter 


ALL NEW VOLUME 9 CATALOGUE 

Over 9,500 items for machine knitters! 

To receive our new 168 page Buyer's 

Guide Catalogue, send just $5.00 to 

KRUH KNITS * PO BOX 1587-T+ AVON, CT 
» j,, 1-800-248- KNIT 


06001-1587 


New York Theatrical Supply, Inc. 
SL» Source of Feathers, Bridal Satin, Fake Furs, 
- "= Stretch Lace, Spandex (print & solid}, 
i wef Tulle, Spandex Mesh, Cotton Lycra, 
heatrical Stretch Velvet & Velour, etc. 
i SY Mail Order Welcome 
263 W. 38th Street, Store #3, New York, NY 10018 
Phone (212) 840-3120 Fax: (212) 840-3159 


Pe Fad 


Thalia Pants 23 


Elegant, classic clothing 
with a contemporary twist 








A New Pattern from 


¢ Simple to construct 
e Fits many figure types 


¢ Includes informative 
designer tips 


Sizes XS - XXL 





Fred Bloebaum 
4200 Park Blvd. 
Suite 102, Dept. T3 
Oakland, CA 94602 
(5140) 893-6811 


Visa/MC accepted 
$71 pp-check or money order 
CA residents add 8.25% tax 









On Personal Basic Patterns. Pattern Making 







f 
¢ Y F “Beaded Earrings’ ......ssccsssssssscessorsenees $5.00 
“Sry "Beaded Clothing Techniques” ......+00 $7.00 
"Contemporary Loomed Beadwork" ......ss0+4 
“Flash Jewelry Making & Repair Techniques” .........usese $5.00 


$2.50 for Catalog (refundable with first order from catalog) 


Dealer Inquiries Invited for Publications 
| Promenade * P.O. Box 2092 « Boulder, CO 80306 * (303) 440-4807 


and Design, Sewing and DressMaking, 
Drafting Perfect Fit Pants For All! 
Also Training Packets to Teach Sewing or 
Pattern Making 

Catalog $3.00 describes all the above 
Auditore Pattern Design, Established 1935 New York City 
12629 N. Tatum Blvd.. Dept. T_, Phoenix, AZ 85032 


Elegant, sort, wara, & durable - 
a special abric row noble creatures. 












Brochuxe and sample swatches available. 
Hindsight Fara pok 218 E. Killingly, CT 06243 







phone 860-774-7623 pax 860-779-7638 
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EARTH GUILD 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 


33 Haywood Street * dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 
inform@earthguild.com 







Free Starter Catalog 
Complete Mail Order Catalog $3. 
web site: http://www.earthguild.com 







Batiks 


¢ Hand painted Panel 
« (ollor Jin ou 
Bali Rundle club 
«e Aavon 
e [kat NEW! /S8 6°. 6" 


| sii cei ija a Pa eal 0 es yy 
FREE Color Brochure 
Voll free 1-888-522-28 


ee Anne’s Batiks | 





SPANDEX HOUSE, INC. 
Source of STRETCH FABRICS. 
Quality SPANDEX & LYCRAa, all weights and types. 
STRETCH Velvet, netting, lame, vinyl, sheer etc. 
All colors. Excellent quality, price and service. 
MAIL ORDER WELCOME 


228 W. 38th Street, New York, NY 10018 
Tel: (212) 354-6711. Fax (212) 354-7432 














» Woolen Mill Store 


Located at the factories! 
Best Prices on Fabrics & Yarns! 


Portland, OR (503) 273-2786 
Guild, NH (603) 863-6377 
Council Bluffs, IA (712) 323-9838 


4164 5, Main St,, | 
LA, CA 90087-2207 | 


ipha 


Impressions, inc 


LABELS | 
_ PRINTED _ 


HANGTAGS | 


24 HOUR SERVICE ON | 
ALPHACARE LABELS | | 


1000 MINIMUM ON 
CUSTOM OADERS 
For More INFORMATION or FREE BROCHURE 
CALL: (800) 834-8221 * (213) 234-822] 
FAX: (213) 234-8215 


E-Mail: Aloha Imp@aol.com 
WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD.VISA AND AMERICAN EXPRESS 


MEDIATE 
FLIVERY for 


icc INTENT LABELS 
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FABRIC WAREHOUSE 
~~ we Oe Dd 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
every Saturday & Sunday 114m - 6PM 


All Prices Below WHOLESALE 


100% Cotton prints - Rayon Challis, 
Prints & Jacquards 
Poly Jacquards & Prints, 


Satins, Crepes - Belgian Linens & More 


‘MUTUAL | 
| FABRICS \ 


139 Partition Street - Saugerties, N.¥. 
Exit 20 N.Y.S. Thruway 


Call for info (914) 247-8858 





You've Gat The 
Outdoors All 





ICS ror ru 


GREAT OUTDOORS 
Waterprool/Breathables, Nylons, \ 
Lycra, Wools, Rainsuit, Marine, Yukon/ /] | 
Fleece, Patterns, Notions + much more 
PFAFF Sewing Machines & Sergers 
Call for a free Catal 
Mississauga, Ontario Canada 
http://www fabrics-outdoors.ca 


(905) 712-4254 
_ 1-800-798-5885 


Hand Selected Fine —. 
Distinctive 
Imported and Domestic Fabrics 
a) WOOL & CASHMERE; 
b) SILK; c) FINE COTTON; 
d) LINEN & BLENDS 
For your swatch selection send 
name, address and $5 00 per 
category (refunded with order) to: \S 






Les Fabriques 
1422 Seminole Trail, 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
(804) 975-0710 









PAT T £ ® A 8 


PROVENCE DRESS 
Pattern #1401 
Multisized XS toXXL 


$16 plus $2 s/h 
CA Residents 
add 7.25 
VISA/MCU 


Textile Studio Patterns 


550H mbar > Ave 
Alice nie rey : 


Tel (408) 644-9076 
Fax (408) 645-9540 


SWEATER KITS 


Make Your Own Sweater! 


Cuts & sews as easy as a T-shirt. Cotton, wool & acrylic. 


For catalogue & swatches send $2.00 to: 
THE THRIFTY NEEDLE 
3233 Amber St ¢ Phila., PA 19134 
1-800-324-9927 


























Travel Patterns 


The Journey Jacket is intended for 
i travel, whether you're taking your kids 
to day care, going to the store, or 
fondling fabric in exotic places. Make 
a short or mid-length jacket or along 
raincoat. While at home or away, keep your cash 
undercover and your hands free! Enjoy new-found 
freedom and security as pockets replace your purse. 





All sizes, 6-20 in one envelope! 
$13 postpaid. US Funds. Visa/MC 
Brochure $1.00 


SAF-T-POCKETS aay Ih 
822 NW Murray Bivd.#1 63- i \ Wit I 
Portland, OR 97229 ae ee. wale i 
503-643-1968 Fax: 503-643-0764 Tis \ bd 
email: joreimer@easystreet.com ik PA 





simple millinary techniques 
Tear-drop shaped hat 
a) For all occasions and bridal 


For instructional video, send $15.95 +$4 s&h to: 
Hat Boutique ofIvy-Mar 
866 Madisonre xe apse MI 48197 


Ey AN INSTANT MILLINER 













Making Historical 
Clothing? 


Patterns! Over /500 

Historical, Ethnic & 

Dance Patterns spanning 

the Middle Ages to the 1940's 

Books! /200+ Costume 

Reference Books 

Supplies! Corseiry 

Millinery & More! 
Plus Accessories 

and Underpinnings 


















200+page catalog - 

$5.00 4th cl, $8 priority 

MC/Visa okay ™ 
E AlterYears 

© Visit our store! for the costumer 






3749 ©. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena CA 91107 
Phone (818) 585-2994 fax (818) 432-4530 






Batiks Etcetera soosanscrc (228-4573) 


Unique Fabrics by Mail Visa/MC/AMEX batiks@cetlink.net 
Hoffman batiks Fabric stamping supplies Cottons, Rayons 


Indonesgn batiks Yulata Buttons Ikats 
Vest kits Books Patterns Best selection 
$5/setof batik swatches or $20 swatch club 


Great Service! 4t 1? Pine St Fort Mi SC 29715 


f=) TREADLEART TOUR GROUPS 
WELCOME 


For All Your Sewing and Quilting Needs 


«Sewing Machines 
«Machine Accessories 
eQuilting Notions 

eMail Order (Lomita Only) 


eFabric 
«Books 
«Patterns 
«Classes 


We Have SHISHA MIRRORS 


SOUTHERN CALIF. NORTHERN CALIF. 

25834 Narbonne Ave. 1965 Mendocino Ave. 

Lomita, CA. 90717 Santa Rosa, CA. 95401 
310-534-5122 707-523-2122 








FOR CLOTHES THAT FIT 
DRESS_ ** 
RITE ae | 
FORMS ih 


ALL SIZES 
ALL SHAPES / 
MALE & FEMALE 


3817 N. PULASKI 
CHICAGO, IL 
60641 

(773) 588-5761 





e Easy and affordable 
* Award winning snap-attaching tools 


Rainbow of colors in many sizes 
. . CATT 
NEW Tack Buttons in five styles cH | 
P.O. Box 99733, Troy, MI 48099-9733 \WINNi 


248/280-1411 ¢ Fax: 248/280-1140 
WWW. snapsource.com 


Call toll-free... 


1-800-725-4600 


uh 


SCRAPS - Nice colors & sizes $16.95 pound + $4.50 s/h 
CUT SQUARES - six 9” x 12”- $24.95 , six 9" x 6’- $12.45 + s/h 
70 + plus colors avail. Swatch Ring & Catalog $7. Catalog $2 
We also carry Sueded Rayon by Wesuede, & Tricot Lamés 
UltraScraps, 6626 W. 79th Ave., Arvada, CO 80003 
1-800-431-1032 or 303-431-1016 
See us on-line at www.shocase.com/uscrap/ 


Personalized 





Quality Woven Labels 


forts 


Mods E specvallg for Ufocs 


Elune Palmer Cast Lbd 


27B - 5/8” R sista’ s " Keentto 
White w/ Blue & Gold 
103C - 1 1/4” or 63C - 5/8” 
“By” or “For” White w/ Gold 


A Catolive 
ws pee, : tfoart Cheice c We 
Leta onag 
BOOK - 4 1/4” or BIK - 7/8” 78PB - 7/8” | Your Choice Wording 


White w/ Grey 24PB - 5/8” J. White w/ Blue & Gold 
Beautifully woven with your name in matching printed script, these _ 
labels complement your handiwork as “The Finishing Touch.” Other — 
styles plus care & size labels available. U.S. Funds. Add $3.50 P&H. 
For FREE color brochure, write or cail {800) 843-1111, 24 Hours. 

20 for $14.95 « 40 for $24.95 « 100 for $49.95 
250 for $75 « 500 for $125 « 1000 for $149.95 
Prices based on one name, one style only. VISA-MC-AMEX-DISC 
Charm Woven Labels® 
2400 W. Magnolia Blvd. ¢ Dept. T « Burbank, CA 91506 


AART/QL UT 


Viagaz Ne 


the magazine 
devoted to 
the Art Quilt 
4 quarterly issues $28 
Sample copy $7 
($10 overseas) 


PLUS BOOKS! 
Send SASE for our list of Art Quilt books 
To subscribe, send $28 ($38 overseas) to: 


SAR | fT Nlagaztne— Threads Offer 
PO Box 650927 | Houston, TX 77263-0927 
Fax 713/975-6072 MC/ Visa accepted 


Creative, artistic, embroidery designs by award- 
winning digitizer for your die 


PERSONAL PATTERNS 3+ (61 
WITHOVER 400 PATTERNS FOR MEN & WOMEN 
PERSONAL PATTERNS PANTS $59 


DESIGNER JACKETS AND SLITS 619° 


Children's PATTERNS ($50) FORWINDOWS31 


WATER FOUNTAIN SOFTWARE INC AND WINDOWS 25 
§) 13 East 17th Street Dept. T0797 
| New York NY 10003 
(800) 605-7460 - (212) 929-6204 


-mail- je com 





Credit cards accepted 


Web Site- hitp://www.wisinc.com 





ahigh quality 
reproduction of the 
1865 adjustable 






classic. 


‘Button Hole 


Cc 1 SSOTS 
$20.00 ppd 


(CA moldentsad d sedes tor) 


LACIS 


ie 540-843-7178 fx: 510-843-5018 
Berkeley, CA 94703 


visit our web site at 
www.lacis.com 


3163 Adeline St 








Henry Sears & Son } 
















* of all natural (new) old world 
textiles & buttons. 

Send $10.00 for a generous sampling 
of current fabrics 


125 Main Street 


Brattleboro, Vermont 05301 
802-257-4456 





World's Jargest Selection! 
Shipwreck Beads 


CWest t SOW 
Cyull Color Catalog™ a tie, $ 
available for $4.00 Olympia, WA 98502 


www shipwreck.com 360-754-2323 


HEMP 
TRADERS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF HEMP TEXTILES 


% 100% Hemp *% Colors 
% Hemp Blends * Custom Dying 
*% No Minimums * Immediate Delivery 


Call for Free Swatches 
2132 Colby Ave., Suite #5 


Los Angeles, CA 90025 
Ph: 310-914-9557 Fax: 310-478-2108 


SAMPLER SUPPLIES 


25-40 ct. Linen Fabric Silk Embroidery Thread 
Reproduction Sampler Kits & Graphs. 
Price List & Samples $5.00 


THE FERRELL SHOP 
235 Jackson Square, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
Call 1-800-278-1001 to order. All charge cards accepted 


—— 








i lelfereee) 

Bolivia « Peru 

Bhutan « India « China 

Poland « Romania & Hungary 
CRAFT & FOLKART TOURS 


CRAFT WORLD TOURS 
6776TH Warboys Rd, Byron, NY 14422 | 
716-548-2667 


SNAPS 


The Original and Only Complete Source 
The largest selection of snap 
styles and colors for Shirts, 

Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants 
Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. 


The Bee Lee Company” 


P.O. Box 36108-TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 ¢ 1-800-527-5271 
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Protect Your Valuable Quilts and 
Heirloom Textiles with the 


Archivart Quilt Storage Kit. 


The Archivart Quilt Storage Kit includes an archival, 
acid-free storage box, archival tissue, sling 
and storage instructions 


Archivart is a 
leading 
supplier to 
major museums 
worldwide. 


Call or write for more information 
ARCHIVART® 
7 Caesar Place * Moonachie,NJ 07074 
800-804-8428 FA 201-935-5964 


THE BEAD CATALOG 
BEADS—TOOLS—FINDINGS 
Everything you'll need for stringing 
Quantity Discounts 

eo SEND SLOO CASH TO 
ART TO WEAR 
5 CHESCENT PLACE, RM. A) © ST. PETERSBURG * FOORIDA 33711 


RF EN Ai S S ANCE 


Bul [ONS 


FOR YOUR UNIQUE CREATIONS! We specialize in individual ma#order requests. 
Send us your swatches and specifications, and we will send you photocopies 
of sketches from our assortment of fine contemporary and antique bultons. 
include SASE for response and seasonal brochure. 
RENAISSANCE BUTTONS, Dept TH, 826 W. Armilage, Chicago IL 60614 
Tel (312) 883-9508 Fax: (312) 883-9516 
VISIT OUR RETAIL SHOP IN CHICAGO'SL INCOLN PARK NE GHBOKHOOP 


BOXER PATTERNS 


* Unisex- Small to 8X/ 
¢ Classic rear-panel styling 
¢ Illustrated instructions 
¢ PLUS “Fit Fine-tuning” 
Send waist and hip size, $6.95 + $3.50 S&H to: 


GRANDE PATTERN COMPANY 
2095 E. Madison Ave., El Cajon, CA 92019 


(O49) 444-1412 


PATTERNS OF HISTORY 


Authentic Nineteenth-Century Patterns 
1835-1899 
Now Available: 
1874 Bustled Dinner 
Gown Pattern 


C Please send me a FREE 
Patterns of History brochure 


Name 
Address 
City 
Zip 


Mail to: Patterns of History, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
816 State Street, Suite T6, Madison, WI 53706-1488. For ordering 
information, call (608) 264-6428 T6 
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<ikworks" re 
' French wire-edged Ombre’ Ribbon a; PJs _ 
j P sold by the yard in over 150 shades £3 ~ 
\’ Books, Patterns and Unusual threads 
and supplies for the Needle Arts. Catalog $3 (" 
Send inguiries ta 5740 Ranger St, Va. Beach, VA 23464 





May 6 - 10, 1998 
Sixth Annual 


Fiesta en Sauta Fe 
Wearable Art Conference 


Classes, Exhibitions, Lectures, 
Fashion Show and C aie 


For Large Brochure Please Send 
Name. Address. & $1.00 (US cash) 
to Rosemary Pedigo Ponte 
1662 1/2 Cerro Gordo Rd. 
Santa Fe. NM 87501 


MAKE IT SOUTHWEST STYLE 


Quilt Patterns & Kits 
Applique Patterns & Kits 
Cross-stitch Charts, Kits 
Craft Patterns, Much More! 


24 pq Catalog, $500 


SOUTHWEST Mas pe 
191 Bighorn feng NE D a 
Albuquerque, NM 87122 
505) 856-9585 


http://www.swdecoratives.com 


FABRICS & 
SUPPLIES FOR 
OUTDOOR WEAR 


Complete line of fabrics, webbing, 
hardware and accessories, decorative 
trim, and patterns 
for the outdoor enthusiast. 
Catalog $1.00 


The RainShed Ine. 


707 NW 11th St 
Corvallts, Oregon 97330 
541.753.8900 + FAX 541.757.1887 











The natural colors of cotton are now available in 
yarn, sliver and fabric form. These fibers are 
colored by nature within the cotton boll itself. 
FOX FIBRF° Yarn & Sliver samples: $4.00 
Fabric samples: $6.00 
VRESEIS LTD. P.O. Box 87-T 
walsh eri ure, AZ 85358-0087 















Og THE UNIQUE SPOOL 
407 Corte Majorca , Dept. TH, Vacaville, CA 95688 (707) 448-1538 


e AFRICAN FABRIC « 


AUSTRALIAN cottons ---- BALI rayon 


¢ Join the African Fabric Club 


hup://www.uniquespool.com 
Swaiches, pattems, notions// Send LSASE (2 stamps) for catalog 


‘REDUCE 
EYE FATIGUE! 


¢ Head mounted ~ hands free magnifiers 
¢ Brings work closer into focus than 
regular magnif ying glasses. 


222 Sidney Baker ¢ Kerrville, TX 78028 
210-896-6060 
E-Mail: sales@mageyes.com 


WHOLESALE DEALERS WELCOME 


MARE OE ae N 


a, Nee INSTRUCTION 


Made from $craich Line negular SaAwng macho 

$19 pus $150phh www. marywalesloomis.com 
MARY WALES LOOmrs — 
157 T Parone, San aio CA G4407 | 


(880) 348 8012 ce 


fie 


Caslineres neers eck? 71 GD ear tae 


In one hour 


VIDEO 


measurement chart 
all instructions 
© creative design 
2 details 
 $20.00:3.00 sau 


(FL. RES. ADD 6%TAX) 


Fabric Collections 
930 Orange Avenue 
Winter Park, FL 32789 


(407) 740-7737 









Origami Jacket/Blouse #2701 
‘-)  Multisized: S-M-L-XL-XXL-XXXL 
() a Flattering drape 
KA w Easy fit 
Lh) a $12.00 plus $3 s/h per order. 
y X Washington residents add 8.25% tax. 
P 1 w Pattern Brochure $1 or FRE 
Yi | ‘SS _with purchase of this pattern. 
) *< Send check or money order to: 
‘\ CAROL LANE-SABER DESIGNS 
4 P.O. Box 65487 
Port Ludlow WA 98365 
Phone: 360-437-0576 Fax: 360-437-2859 


[ARNING!!! 

Don’t clean, repair or store your antique fabric 

J or vintage clothing until you’ve read this free l 
report “How To Preserve Your Antique Fabric 

f Into The 21st Century.” Call my free recorded i 
messageline 1-800-354-4477 anytime, 

| 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Your report will J 
be sent by mail, no cost, no obligation. 
No salesman wiill ever call. | 


We ees eae eee, eee wees me ea eg ieee eee 


More 
® ” 

Char fleece VWZZAZZ 
A new book from = Liens 
Ruthann Spiegelhotf [ies —_ 
for everyone who 
loves to sew 
Polartleece. Filled 
with 35+new 
patterns, up dated 
product information 
and sewing 
techniques. (96 
pages plus 2 large 
pull-out sheets) 


$17.99 ppd. 


Send check, Mastercard, VISA or Discover to 
GREAT COPY PATTERNS 
P.O. Box 085329 HI 
SCAM LL Meh Ustreey4s) 
Phone: 414/632-2660 FAX 414/632-0152 
*Canadian Orders add $1.00 


Mort 


Featured here. 
Top #206 & Shirt #402 


Learn SEWING/DRESSMAKING at home! 


Unique home study program teaches new speed-up 
methods and factory shortcuts. Brings home sewers 
and professionals up-to-date. Starts beginners right. 
Save Money — Sew Professionally — Make 
Money. Diploma Awarded. FREE Brochure. 


LIFETIME CAREER SCHOOLS Dept.T10328 —t : 
101 Harrison St., Archbald, PA 18403 Call Toll-Free 800-326-9221 





custom COVERED BUTTONS & BELTS ! 
IN YOUR FABRIC, SUEDE OR LEATHER 
i OR OUR PATENT, SUEDE OR LEATHER 


SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOGUE (refundable with order) i 


I THE BELT & BUTTON CONNECTION, INC. 

| 120 Jersey Avenue, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 | 

I Tel# 1-732-448-0600 Fax# 1-732-448-0631 I 
Web Site http://www.beltbutton.com 


SS 


INTERNATIONAL FABRIC COLLECTION 


Cottons 
HOLLAND, JAPAN, AFRICA, 
AUSTRALIA, 
LIBERTY OF LONDON 


For catalog please send $3.00 to: 
IFC, Dept. T, 3445 West Lake Road, Erie, PA 16505, USA 
Shop open Thursdays, by appointment or chance 
{814} 838-0740 


Email info@bettbution.com 


email: info@intfab.com 
website - on-line catalog: http://www.intfab.com 


Functional clothing 
and gear designs. 
Brochure $1.00 
(free w/ order} 


CONTROLLED 


POosu Patterns 
Fleece Gloves Shell Overmitts 
#45 Choose either pattern #75 
tor $6.50 1 


ty or ‘1... 5>= 
| ces m Both \ wae 


] Well TT , , for os F 
accepted we $117.00 — > www.peak.org/~ce 
'PO Box 2144 Corvallis, OR 97339 Msw/FAX: (541)752-1806 





40 COLORS of top quality, 60 inch, 

200 denier nylon 

Ultra-violet treatment to reduce fading 
20% OFF 2 different colors each month 
NO minimums & NO cut charge 

FREE shipping on orders over $50 

Send $2.00 for catalog and color card 


Kite Studio 


5555 Hamilton Boulevard *« Wescosvilie, PA 18106 
Phone & Fax: 610/395-3560 ¢ Orders: 800/KITE-99 1 


Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 


prices? Call us. 


Apple Annie Fabrics 
566 Wilbur Av.. (Rt. 103) 
Swansea. MA 02777 
508/678-5187 
aafabrics@aol.com 













/ DUPION! SHANTUNG CHINA SILK 

| CREPE-DE-CHINE SILK CHIFFON 
SILK CREPE 40mm/4Ply SILK ORGANZA 
SILK CHARMEUSE DUCHESS SATIN 
HEAVY CHARMEUSE 30mm HEAVY SHANTUNG 
SUEDED SILK CHARMEUSE SILK TUSSAH 
SILK ORGANZA METALLIC PLAIN SILK TAFFETA 
SILK ORGANZA METALLIC CRINKLE — SILK LINEN 











Better Quality 


Supples 


Blocks, Books, Buckram, Crinoline, Wira, 
Felt Bodies, Hat Boxes, Hat Stands, Horsehair, 
Needles, Aaffia, Ribbons, Straw Bodies, Trims 


For a Catalog Call or Write: 

We’ 104 S. Detroit St. « LaGrange, IN 46761-1806 
i; (Just South of the Courthouse) 
219-499-4407 

Retail Shop Now Open! 
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SPECIAL TEXTILE TOUK 
TO GUIZHOU, CHINA 
An Experience Of Stunning Folk Textile Art And 


Rich Minority Culture & An Excellent 
Opportunity For Embroidery Collection 


April 8-23, April 20-May 6 
October 17-November 1, 1995 


CHINA SPAN 
18419 NE 27th Way, Redmond, WA 98052 
Tel: 425-882-8686 Fax: 425-882-8880 
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LK FABRICS 


BY MAIL 













SI 


Sample set $1 per type 
Complete Sample Set $16 - $10 Refundable 
Call Toll Free for Free Brochure 
SUPER SILK 
P.O.BOX 527596 Dept. T 
FLUSHING, NY 11352 


1-800-432-7455 718) 886-2606 








. Featuring the midwott's 


apanele Delica & teed beads! 
Beads*® Be latrlte 
e. s @ have ALL the cotors! 
3350 N. Paulina, Chicago, IL 60657 773-248-9555 


Over S00 eofore of Dettes Beads in stock! 
Call or write for our price list or visit our website: 
www.caravan.chiilus e-mail: caravan@ripco.com 


FINE FABRICS BY MAIL 


Quality fabrics in rich colors and exciting weaves. 
Select from the following sample sets: 

A-Silks B-Wool Gabardines C-Cotton Shirtings 
Each set is $4.00 or all three for $10.00. Specify the set 
or sets and send payment in U.S. check or money 
order along with your name and address to: 


PIDKRIC GALLERY 


146 W. Grand River * Williamston, MI 48895 
(517) 655-4573 
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Embroidery Threads ae Ribbons by the yard 
INSPIRATIONS - QUILTS JAPAN - BEAR CREATIONS 
Australian EMBROIDERY & CROSS STITCH 

The usual and the unusual in American, English, Australian, and Japanese 
Embroidery, Silk Ribbon,Teddy Bear and Quilting books and magazines 
2mm, 4mm, 7mm, 13mm, & 32mm YLi Silk Ribbon & MOKUBA Ribbon 
Catalog $3. - Refundable on 1st order - Major CreditCards - Classes 

13626 Dornock Cl. Hermcionm, VA 20171 — 703-435-0150 







The Golden Needle 
—_S 


Bed & Breakfast Sewing Retreats in Chicago | 
Stay in a 1907 Mansion while learning. . . 


Patternmaking ¢ Shirtmaking « Tailoring 
Jacket Development using Cool Tricks 
|Couture Techniques & Evening Wear Construction 


Travel by limo to shop for fabrics & notions 
and MUCH more. 


Contact Jane LeClair: 708-532-2192 
5970 Lake Bluff Drive « Tinley Park, IL 60477 


http://homepage.interaccess.com/~gldnndle/ 


Patterns, fabrics, and notions 
Besse for clothing, baby gifts and 
@ toys. SewBaby Fabric Club! 


5 swatch mailings/yr for $10 
Free catalog! 
Call 1-800-249-1907! 
Box 11683-T Champaign, IL 61826 
Master swatch set: $4. Over 100 swatches! 








PRESS LIKE THE PROS PORTABLE COMPACT 
with the Professional sewer BLINDSTITCH 
Silverstar Ironing System. MACHINE 

/ Buy From Factory 


























pepe ‘ Distributor and Save 
Retail: $329 / Solid Steel Construction 
Special / Full Factory Warranty 


Offer: $188 Special Offer: $598 


: = 

Special # 
This Month , 

on Juki Sergers | 


We carry a full 
hie of commercial 
sewing machines 


GOLDBLATT CUT RATE INDUSTRIAL DIST. 
1511 Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60622 
In IL: 773-486-1779 
Telephone: 800-356-1784 Fax: 773-486-2665 
ALL CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED PHONE ORDERS 7 DAYS A WEEK 


“BUBBLE WRAP” 

Long and cozy quilted over-sized 

cocoon shaped jacket. Great 

design surfaces for patchwork 

and many other techniques. 
Multi-sized: Sm -X Lg $12.00 

: {Texas residents add 8.25%) 

> Color catalogue: $2.00 or FREE 

with order. VISA/MC accepted. 

COLOR ME PATTERNS 
BY SHIRLEY STEVENSON 
(830) 367-2514 
1617 Bear Creek Road, Kerrville, TX 78028 
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DIAMOND EYE NEEDLE 


| Very easy threading for everyone. 
Use for general sewing. 

Replaces needle threaders. 

Great for mending snags in garments. 


For 5 packets, 3 needles in each packet, 
send $9.99 check or money order 
plus $3 s&h per order to: 
Diamond Eye Products 
5775 W. Maple Rd., Ste. 100 


West Bloomfield, MI 48322 
Wholesale inquiries welcome. 





















yen tz) for Catalog, Send Your Refundable 200 
4 AP To PO. Box 151 Boonsboro MD. 21713 
—(y N With Name/Address or Call 301-432-7437 


















VINTAGE APPAREL 
& ACCESSORIES 
To Buy Or To Make 


GENERAL CATALOG. $3.” post- 
paid. Corsets, bonnets, hoopskirts, fans & 
vaper dolls, flags, books, toys...and more! 


» PATTERN CATALOG. $7.° postpaid. 
/¥ Over 1000 patterns available for 

PEL Victorian & Edwardian clothing, plus 
Medieval, Civil War Military, 
1920's, 30’s & 40’s...and more! 


: SHOES & BOOTS CATALOG. $5. | 
postpaid. You’ve probably seen our footwear in 

the movies or on stage! Victorian, Edwardian, 
Medieval & Renaissance eras...plus more! 

| Sizes available for men, women & children. 


. 128 Page 

a) | @xe)(o) 4 
Quilting Catalog 
From America’s 
Largest Quilt Shop! i! 


snows, | 
2. ert 
gt 





Featuring all the fabric, books, patterns and 
I quilting goodies you could wish for. Send 
your name & address today! Your catalog | 
J will be mailed without delay. Send to: 


| Gepsake Quilting, | 
I 


Dept. TM 








AMAZON DRYGOODS, DEPT.TM 
2218 East 11th St., Davenport. [A 52803-3760 
1-800-798-7979 
— CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED — 


I 
f 
| Route 25B, PO Box 1618 { 
Centre Harbor, NH 03226-1618 J 


WE MAKE IT EASY TO BUILD | 
YOUR NEEDLEWORK LIBRARY : 


Catalog $1.00--Free Search Service 


Hard-to-Find Needlework Books 
96 Roundwood, Newton, MA 02164 


617-969-0942 








— REWEAVING BUSINESS §&f 
g OPPORTUNITY 


Earn up to $40 an 

hour at home making 
Invisible Reweaving 
Repairs in clothing. 
Little-known craft makes 
cigarette burns, moth 
holes, tears and rips 
disappear from fabrics. 
Much needed service by 
cleaners, tailors, 

clothing stores, etc. 
FACTS FREE. 
PHONE: 1-800-621-5809 or write: 
Fabricon Company, Dept. 923, 
4638 N. Ravenswood Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60640. 





is offering a high tech sewing opportunity. 


The ‘DesignCut Studio, is a service oriented business 
offering Made to Measure patterns & sewing kits. 
Computerized pattern making and cutting. Industrial 
sewing machines, training and design for the home 
and professional seamstress plus the small sewing 
business. Technology can make sewing faster with 
clothes that fit and a profitable business. 

The Studio provides the tools for quality results faster. 
SEE OUR WEB SITE:'WWW.DESIGNCUT.COM or 303-736-9644 
E-mail: services@designcut.com Fax: 303-736-9645 






















Family Owned & Operated } ’ 
Since 1985 J, 





_] 


ORDER FABRICS BY MAIL 











MY TWIN* : 
Dressforms & Pantsforms = 
Custom-Made or Make Your Own ' 


The finest fabrics & service 


Call 520-886-0078 


to request specific items or swatch portfolio 
Silks + Cottons - Woolens La 
Rayons + Linens +» China Silk Lining 


ee 6538 E. Tanque Verde, Suite 120 =m : 
Tucson, Arizona 85715 peace 
Dd aa ae 


Kits, Videos, Instruction Manuals 


CSZ Enterprises, Inc. | 


1288 West llth Street, Suite 200 - Tracy, CA 95376 - (209) 832-4324 ff 









Summer Arts Workshops 
CONTEMPORARY and NATIVE AMERICAN ARTS 


m t-week, 3 day, weekend and 1 day programs ¢ June/July 


mw Navajo Folk Art, Apache Art/Culture, Hopi Carving, Hopi 
Jewelry, Hopi- Tewa Pottery, Hopi & Zuni Cooking, Mata Ortiz 
Pottery, Navajo Inlay Jewelry, Navajo Folk Art, San Ildefonso 
Pottery, Zuni Pottery, fibers, painting and more. 










mLocated in the beautiful San Jacinto Mtns. of Southern 
Califomia near Los Angeles and San Diego 


m Workshops are also offered for children, youth and adults in 
visual arts, music, theatre, dance and creative writing 


ldyllwildARTS 


P.O. Box 38, Idyllwild, CA 92549 (909) 659-2171 x365 
A new name for the Idyllwild School of Music & the Arts 





— COOL LINEN — 

“The perfect fiber for a hot climate” 
Quality linen imported from Europe 
Breathable linings to match 
Send $5 for swatch catalog 
Fine fabrics since 1946 
Pruitt’s 
318 G. Bush Dr., College Station, TX 77840 
Phone: (409) 693-9357 Fax: (409) 696-6264 





We have the best selection of outdoor fabrics available 


Fabrics, notions and 100’s of patterns for: 
"Backpacking DK 100 
Fleece Jacket, 
Pullover and 
Pants 
Pattern 
with 
Catalogue 
$9.00 ppd. 


*Skiing 
*Climbing 
*Boating 
*Cycling 

“Retail & Whsle. 


) or FREE with purchase 


FABRICS| 


AURORA AVENUE NORTH 


SEATTLE, WA 98190 3 
Phone 206-525-0670 FAX 206-525-0779 
http:www.seattle2000.com/seattlefabrics 


fF - 
Catalogue $3.00 (refundal 


SEATTLE 


8702 





TANNED FURS & SKINS 


FoxeBeavereMinkeCalfskineLambskineRaccoon | 
MuskrateRabbiteOpossumeReindeereErmine 
and more! For all your sewing, trimming, etc! 
Large or small quantities available. Immediate shipping. 

Creditcards or COD. $1 for complete price list. 


H, E. Goldberg & Co., Inc., Dept. TH, 
— 9050 ML. King Wi South Seattle WA 98118 


ESS DRAPERI 


From 10 feot Wide, Cotten fabrics! 
Nea-Texic. Foctory Pria 





Nie e Draperies ® Tablecloths | 
rag |; © Upholstery © Wall-Coverine 
_~- of © Slipcovers e Clothing 
cf 


e Bedspreads Banners, etc. 

Send $2 for Planning Kit & Fabric samples to: 
™ - HOMESPUN 
SSSI SEA bck OK 4916-190 
KIT #728 | 1000 Oaks CA 91369 


elie ed 





Kiyo Design, Inc. 


Someplace Wonderful 


A complete retail store and mailorder service 
specializing in fine fashion sewing and embroidery. 


Vist us in Annapolis bes than f a A from Koute ae 


Se Fabrics: cottons, silks, linens, woolens 
(couture, designer, heirloom, & smocking) 

® Laces: French, English, and antique 

& Swiss embroideries ® Elegant trims 

® Exquisite ribbons ®@ Beautiful buttons 

® Beads ® Embroidery fabrics & linens 

® Threads: cotton, silk, linen, rayon, & wool 
& Patterns ® Books ® Magazines ® Classes 


1 Annapolis Street - Annapolis, MD 2104 1 


Tue-Sat 10-5:30, Sun 12-4 (410) 280-1942 
MC/Visa/AmEx Fax: (410} 280-2793 
http://w ww.kiyoinc.com/fabric.html 
Catalog - $15.00 








Kathryn’ 'S Lace ~e 


i 

& e Over 40 pages of Lace i 
=) ¢ Swiss Embroideries ¢ French Val « Venice 
a 


a 


_ © English ¢ Bridal « Embroidered Cotton Netting Ka 


_ © Venice Allovers ¢ Chantilly « Alencon « Guipure | 
© ¢ Christmas Embroideries « Batiste ¢ Satin ES 
SS ¢ Taffeta and other Fabrics Catalog $5.00 a 
Pe Kathryn's Imports 4 
Pe P.O. Box 71 23 
5 Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 Ms 


Ds Phone: (515) 684-7920 Fax: (515) 682- 6389 & 
carpamana pone a cana snnnnerarn ima aoc ei maennek!s 









The Kimono Jacket 


« Front/back yoke 
| « 3/4 length sleeves 
e Shaped front band 
| ¢ Fully lined 
e sized XS-L 


Order TODAY from: 


Judy Bishop Designs 
24603 Island Ave - T75 
Carson, CA 90745 


Pnce $13.50 poe 
CA Residents:add 8 1/4% sales 


| Send $2.50 for color brochure | 








Finally, all you ever wanted to know" 7 
about corsets and their construction. Thd} 
techniques Of Mcasuring, CUMIN. firing i 
corsets from the 16th to the 20th\., 
century plus twenty corset patterns( 15%. 
- 1902) never before published,with 
complete instructions.$33.65(tx.incl) 


plus $5.50 shpg. 






From: Creative Costume Associates 
5595 Fenwick St. P.O. 27054, 
Halifax, N.S. Canada B3H 4M2 


Please allow 3 - 4. weeks for delivers 


















ee 
Out-of-print books & magazines 

related to Fiber Arts 
$3.00 for next four catalogs (1 year) 













can be 
~ 6oeasily achieved with 
Shiva Artist's Paintstik® Oil 
Colors. Call or write for a FREE 
brochure containing ideas and useful tips 
on how to use this versatile medium and to request 
our 60-page art materials supplement. 


item #766200, $3.39 


_ Dick Blick 2ag,Art Materials 


Dept. TH @ P.O. Box 1267 
| Galesburg, IL 61402-1267 * 800-828-4548 







3-color sample set available - 


SUTTONS » F BUTTONS « CLASPS » CLOSURES | CLOSURES 


Inspire your creativity. 
Full color portfolio of beautiful 
handcrafted buttons, clasps 
and closures. 


Send $5 for portfolio/pricelist or call: 
Counterpoint, 32% So. Main St. #40, 
Sebastopol, (A 95472 ° 707/829-3529 


30%-70% 


Off Select Regular & Designer Fabrics 


Ve Detroit Avenue. Cleveland, OH 44107 


(216) 226-6484 


http://www. VirginiaMartifabric.com 




















Make Your Own Heirlooms! 


SAVE TIME AND MONEY 
with affordable Heirloom Sewing Kits. 

For a Catalog send $5, refundable with first order, to: 
C.V.Heirlooms, Kit’s Catalog Now accepting Credit Cards 
2166 Hayworth Rd, Dept.T-997, Port Charlotte, FL 33952 
View Samples at http://www.afcon.net/~heirloom 
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r Bargain - 
| Books 


| Needlecrafts, and more! 
ll esave up to 80% on publishers’ over- 
[ stocks, imports, reprints. 


f @ Save 30% or more on a huge selection of | 
current books and best sellers! 


@ Needlework, Arts & Crafts, Cooking, Nature, i 
Gardening, History—over 60 subject areas. i 


| Free Catalog | 


HAMILTON 2°! 02k 


Falls Village, CT 06031-5005 





Ma 


SophistiCoat /\ \ >) 











by Lyla Messinger * th 
' = | 
e Unlined VW a i \ 
e Serger, Conventional d | 
& Banded versions 
e Cut-on sleeves “yh 4 
¢ Optional soft pleat in back 
Sizes XXS — XXL (2 — 28) | 
$15.4+2.50 S&H check, m/o, visa, mC 3 | 
—_—_. bt 








L.J. Designs 
P.O. Box 21116, Dept. TA 
Reno, NV 89515-1116 © (702) 853-2207 


Send $2 + SASE for full-color brochure 








Wrap yourself in elegance... 


#105. This flowing evening wrap has 
front frog closure, front overlay sash, 
cuffed kimonosleeves, attractively 
curved hem, side searn pockets. 


PH: (425) 868-3077 
FAX: (425) 895-0673 
2527 225th Pl. NE, Dept. T 

Redmond, WA 98053 


ce $12.00 (incl. S/H) 
i (WA res. add 8.6%) 


| 
| 7 
4] if 
f 
| } * 
VeaiMc 
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Multi-sized 
XS-M-XL 








¢ Now available 
at participating retailers 
The 
Pattern of the Month- 


Program 
by 
Dos de Tejas Pattern Co 


Inquire at your local retailet 





Nancy's Notions 


Everything you need for creative sewing 


Begin with your 
imagination. 
Add the right notions. 
Create to your heart’s content! | 


Free Catalog 
1-800-833-0690 








_ A SD Oe (A I) GRC A OE 


’ FROM RAGS i 
= 5|TO RICHES & 


Four Harness and 
Two Harness 
LZ. Looms 







The sturdy construction of a Leesburg g 
Loom insures quality firmly made products. 4 
Improved for trouble-free, smooth and efft- 
cient operation. A few days of weaving will fz 
bring back the small investment. 

* We Carry A Full Line Of Supplies * fa 
* Send For A FREE Brochure * 


Order Your Looms and Supplies From 
LEESBURG LOOMS AND SUPPLY 
201 North Cherry Street 


Van Wert, Ohio 45891 
41 9/238-2738 | : 800-329-9254 


CSD Gi fal RS CR A ES 


We have top quality 
100% cotton fabrics! 
i French terry, cobblestone 
A + LW 
denim, twill, sheeting, flannel, and lots more! 
$4 for | year of catalogs, swatches, free 
specials, project ideas, and a smile! 
21780A_N Essex Dr., Lexington Park, MD 20653. 


Interlock, jersey, fleece 











§$OHO 205-739-6114 
SOUTH PO Box 1324 Cullman, AL 35056 









SILK BLANKS 


Scarves * Garments 
Neckties * Fabrics, etc. 
Top Quality * Low Prices 
Complete Silk Painting Supplies 





QUALIN 


INTERNATIONAL 


| INTROD 9 Scarf Assortment $44.00 (Limit 1) 


Qualin International, Inc. 
P.O.Box 31145 — T, San Francisco, CA 94131 














| Send SASE for Free Catalog * (415) 333-8500 





BEADS FINDINGS — BEADING SUPPLIES 


Large Selection Czech Glass & Other Beads 
Tools « Books + Precious Metal Findings 


Competitive Prices » Quantity & Designer Discounts 


Catalog #1 $2.50 + Bead Sampler #1 & FREE Catalog $10.00 










‘owin- in Vermont 
| DISCOUNT SEWING EQUIPMENT 
Brand New Machines * Major Brands at Major Savings 
SEWING MACHINES» SERGERS * PRESSES 


Dress Forms * RowentaDE-92 
MACHINE EMBROIDERY PRODUCTS 














| Computerized Machines 2-3-4 thread Ga 
overiock A 
machine .- me 
Model) ~— SAA 


wossive| opm 





=... 3 
Tongro «Ss PEL EL) 
. ayhe = 
Mapeink SULKY. Gyinishing Gyouch 


Lad) | 
Uy 44 CONCORD AVE.. 5T. JOHNSBURY. VT 05819 nN 


1-800-451-5124 


, Prices Subject to Change * Prompt Shipping 


































A Quality Store for the Sewing Enthusiast 
Designer wools, velvets, cashmeres, silk 

oe broadcloth, crepe, chiffon, evening fabrics 

Swatches Available 

= * Sewing instruction beginner to advanced 

= 43 Broad Street, Red Bank, NJ 07701 

_ 732-224-8810 Tues. - Sat. 10-5 









ms 
TE 

FREE" 3: 

| TIE Ce Be 

Pring at Shas FREE b\ &: 

Now Available oc \ © é 

| QUILT PROJECTS OF ALL SIZES Bt J Oo? 

BOOKS v TEMPLATES ince ase a 

VIDEOS ¥ STENCILS pemin'eeme | rr 
%. & much more EREE | =f eae 
ofl (iG) | 

Quilting from the Heartland = [Getltts U 
P.O. Box 610 ¥ Starbuck, MN 56381 Wowie” — 


North Jersey’s largest fabric/quilt shop. 


BERNINA’ E] 


SEWING MACHINE 
Fabrics-Yarn-Supplies 
Located 25 minutes from New York City 


between Rts. 287 & 80-just off Rt. 23. 









Acme Country Fabrics 
24 Turnpike, Pequannock, N.J. 07440 








Lingerie and Lycra Supplies 


° Tricot Sr, by 
° Lace & Elastic Op» “ps. 
¢ Cuddieskin “hy any Mag 
° Stretch Velvet “Cy, oy 
° Swim & BraLycra “og °S 
¢ KwikeSew patterns 
¢ Stretch & Sew patterns 


Catalog and Samples $2.00 Refundable with order 


SEW SASSY 
900 Bob Wallace Ave SW Suite 124, Dept. T-81 


The Button Shoppe catalog has the largest selection of mail 
order buttons. We have beautiful couture buttons for a designer 
look, buttons made from natural materials, and elegant crystal, 
glass and pearl evening buttons. Looking for fun and fanciful 


novelty buttons? We carry airplanes to zebras, and everything _ 


in between! The newest tooks are in our latest catalog! 


(e) The Button Shoppe 


WINTER ‘97/98 COLOR CATALOG 
$5 (refundable) 


The Button Shoppe 
Dept.01-298 

4744 Oakfield Circle 
Carmichael, CA 95608 


(888) 254-6078 FOR CREDIT CARD ORDERS 





Park Bench Pattern Company 















Introducing 
Pattern#20 
"Woodstock" 


$14.00 
(+$4,00 shh) 







a 
P.O. Box 837 Longmont,CO 80502-0837 
Phone: (303) 772-5746 or Fax: (303) 772-5728 





visit us online at www.SewNet.com/ParkBench 


From Sterling 
e Woven-edge Satin polyester 
¢ 17 printing colors & 4 ribbon colors 
¢ Your art, our type or both 
e Low minimum quantities 


e lron-on labels also available 
e In Stock Care/Content Labels & Size Tags Too! 


SEND $1.00 FOR SAMPLES, PRICES ETC. TO: 


Sterling Name Tape Co. 
Dept. TM4 
P.O. Box 939 Winsted, CT 06098 


1-888-312-0113 ¢ FAX 1-860-379-0394 
email: colwash@esslink.com 





Designed to , 
Your Needs 


, sn OF STICK ON IRON ON 
Small or Large Orders Welcome 
Excellent Prices © 6-Day Service | 


, FREE Introduction Package 


2 1-800-944-4696 


Includes: Colorful Samples Printed 
y on Various Fabrics « Order Forms * 
Y List of Care, Content & Size labels. 


GENERAL LABEL MFG. ° P.O, Box 640371 * Miami, FL 33164 


YARNS 


For KNIT TING-and WEAVING 
Novelty yarns, beautiful textures. boucles, seed. chenilles 
etc. many fibers Yarns for designers, stores 
kit-rriakers, production knitters & weavers. Please send 
S4 for our regular line (yarn sample & 12 page color 
catalog. approximately 350 colors} plus close-out line 


ERDAL YARNS, LTD 
303 FIFTH AVE. SUITE 1104. NEW YORK,NY 10016 
1-800-237-6594 ¢ 212-725-0162 
Fax 212-252-0082 


embellishing 
threads. 

Send $1.00 
for current 
catalog. 

= Judy Morin, Prop. 


(704) 682-5 128 
http://Awww.threadshed.com 





*RIBBONS * BRAZILIAN* 
) *TRAPUNTO * BATTENBERG* 


SUPPLIES * KITS * BOOKS 
CATALOG + GIFT COUPON...$2.00 


NEEDLECRAFTS BY DONNA 


BOX 1456TH, COSTA MESA CA 92628-1456 
PH/FAX:714-545.8567 


e-mail: donnaf2@juno.com 









‘ig The Original Zippere 
| STORAGE BAGS 


¢ water resistant poly-nylon construction 
e 2 large handles 

¢ reinforced sides and bottom 

* wrap round nylon zipper 

e assorted colored plaids 


Small: 16w x 14h x 8d-$2.99 


Medium: 20w x 18h x 10d-$3.99 


Jumbo: 26w x 22h x 12d-$4.99 
(discounts available) 


Call today toll free 1-888-996-BAGS 


Luna Bag Co. | 
2954 W. 8th St., Brooklyn, NY 11224 | 















The fabrics you want for the 
clothes you want to sew... 


wwwstylefabrics.com 


Order on-line or call toll-free. 
Orders shipped neoct day. 
Swatch brochures also available. 


1 (888) 248-8834 





INTRODUCING THE NEW 


Universal Presser Foot Lifter 
The Universal Presser Foot Lifter easily at- 
taches tomost new and older machines. It lifts 
_ the presser foot— freeing your hands for fab- 
fic pivoting and adjustment for machine em- 
broidery, applique, quilting, etc. 


) It is easy to install and use with 2 non-slip 
- platform for your sewing machine foot pedal 
| positioned right next to the Universal Presser 
Foot Lifter pedal. 


The UNIVERSAL PRESSER FOOT LIFTER is 
only $54.95 +$3.75 plus shipping & handling. 
WHOLESALE Inquinfes WELCOME! 
Send Order J.I.M. Enterprises 
To: 1048-A Brown Avenue 
Lafayette, CA 94549 


PhonesFax (510) 299-0101 
eeeeeeeee 





ochetficteyfote? * °° * 
OAmExp. DDiscover ip to: 

OVISA OMastercard 

Credit Card # 

xD. Vale 

Signature ; — “Tien. T 








If youlove dressmaking and tailoring with 
some of the finest fabrics from around the world, 
you'll love our special collections. 


SILKS + LINENS « RAYONS 
COTTONS + WOOLS + LUXURY BLENDS 


For a season's subscription send $15 to: 
SAWYER BROOK DISTINCTIVE FABRICS 
P.O. Box I800T + Clinton, MA 01510-0813 
978/368-3133 » www.ultranet.com/~sbdf 
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Classitied 


The CLASSIFIED rate is $4.50/word, minimum I5 
words. Payment must accompany order. Send to Threads, 
Advertising Department, Post Office Box 5506, New- 
town, CT 06470-5506. The deadline for the April/May 
1998 issue is January 10. 


ADVERTISE ON OUR WEBSITE! Reach our online 
audience interested in the high-quality, how-to con- 
tent of THREADS. Just run a classified ad in 
THREADS magazine and you will be eligible to run 
the same ad on our website for an additional $1.00 
per word. The ad on the website will appear for the 
same period of time that the ad in the magazine will 
appear. We are also offering hot links-for a flat rate 
of $25.00, we will hyperlink your ad to your own 
website. Call Nancy Clark at 1-800-926-8776, ext. 
534 to participate. The deadline is the same as our 
issue deadline. 


BEADS 


RHINESTONES, BANDING, BEADS, MUCH MORE! 
www.DreamtimeCreations.com, (501)587-1865, Free 
Flyer—send self-addressed stamped envelope to: 
Dreamtime Creations, 3425 West Greenwood, Spring- 
field, MO 65807. 


BOOKS 


FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG OF OVER 300 
BOOKS FOR NEEDLEWORKERS. Instructions, pat- 
terns, designs for quilting, crochet, embroidery, 
knitting, sewing, lace making, charted designs, 
more. Most $2.75 to $3.95. Write DOVER PUBLI- 
CATIONS, Dept. A297, 31 East 2nd St., Mineola, 

NY 11501. 


THOUSANDS WHOLESALE PRODUCTS! Deal di- 
rect. Mexico, Asia, USA. Free report—Southwest Dis- 
tribution, 4312 West Romero Circle, Prescott Valley, 
AZ 86314. 


CRAZY QULT STITCHES. A book of more than 1000 
old embroidery stitch combinations. In print since 
1981. $12 + $3 postage and handling. Dorothy Bond, 
34706 Row River Road, Cottage Grove, OR 97424. 


PRICE IT RIGHT—An Alterations Pricing Guide. 
$6.00 postpaid. Claire Shaeffer, Box 157, Palm 
Springs, CA 92263. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


GREAT HOMEBASED OPPORTUNITY!! $480.00 
weekly possible sewing haircutting capes. Free infor- 
mation. Send long SASE: City Capes, Box 2095-T, 
Vacaville, CA 95696. Member Vacaville Chamber 

of Commerce! 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your small 
business. Grants/Loans to $8000,000.00. Free 
recorded message: (707) 449-8600. (LB9) 


EARN $456.25 WEEKLY SEWING BABY BIBS! For 
information send self-addressed stamped envelope 
to: Stuff-4-Kids, PO. Box 1060, El Toro, CA 92630. 


SELLING ALONG ESTABLISHED MAIL-ORDER 
FIRM. Self instructional books on fashion design 
and dressmaking. For information: Auditore Pattern 
Design, 12629 N. Tatum Blvd., Dept. T, Phoenix, 
AZ 85032. 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING PRODUCTS from 
home. For free information send self-addressed 
stamped envelope: Home Assemble—TH, Box 216, 
New Britian, CT 06050-0216. 


SEW SIMPLE DOLL DRESSES FOR EXTRA IN- 
COME! We Buy From You! Prompt Payments! 
Adorable patterns! Fun to Make! Free Information! 
541-265-2499 or self-addressed stamped envelope: 
SANDCASTLE-TH, 255 S.W. 9th St., Newport, OR 
97365. Website: sandcastle@fbo.com 
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TEACH KIDS TO SEW & CRAFT at home for 
profit. Call 1-800-KIDS-SEW or visit website 
www.kidscansew.com 


HOMEWORKERS NEEDED! $460.00 weekly possi- 
ble sewing pretty placemats! Rush $1.00 and SASE: 
KITCHEN CRAFTS, Box 2310TH, Vacaville, CA 
95696. MC/Visa. 


$460.00 WEEKLY POSSIBLE! Sewing baby burping 
pads. Rush $1.00 and self-addressed stamped enve- 
lope: AMERICAN HOME CRAFTS, Box 700TH, Va- 
caville, CA 95696. MC/Visa. 


BUTTONS 


BUTTONS —UNIQUE AND EXCITING! Wholesale 
to qualiified accounts only. Large selection over 
1700 styles including Hand-crafted, Czech Glass, 
Vintage, Porcelain, Wood, Ceramic, Bone, Sterling 
Silver and other Buttons.Call for information. Full 
color catalog $25.00 plus 3.00 S@H. Rebate $10.00. 
MARILYN’S BUTTON SALES CO. 10121 EVER- 
GREEN WAY #T628, EVERETT, WA 98204, PH 1- 
800-422-1434, Fax 206-710-9219. e-mail 
button4ewe@aol.com 


BOHEMIAN BUTTONS. Exquisite new and vin- 
tage glass buttons from the Czech Republic. Whole- 
sale and retail. $10.00 for color xerox catalog with 
updates. To order, contact BEADS AND BEYOND, 
25 102nd Ave. NE, Bellevue, WA 98004. Phone 
(425) 462-8992. 


COVERED BUTTONS, BUCKLES, BELTS. Your Fab- 
ric. Bristol Button Company, 23458 21 Mile Road, 
Tustin, MI 49688. (616) 829-3119. 


RECEIVE ASSORTED CARDS OF NEWGOLD, sil- 
ver, and fashion designer buttons for professional re- 
sults! Satisfaction guaranteed. $14.50 plus $4.50 
SQH. Faebrik Expressions, Box 34130, 7 Killarney 
Ave., Winnipeg, MB R3T 5T5. 


WHAT WONDERFUL BUTTONS! Unique, bright 
hand painted ceramic buttons. Florals, animals, oth- 
ers. Brochure $1.00. P.L. Greene’s, 1100 Olive, New 
Haven, MO 63068. 


CATALOGS 


POEM/HUSKYGRAM AND PASSAP KNITTING 
MACHINE users. Free catalog of products. Jeanne 
Oneacre Productions, 3173 LeConte Ave., Atlanta, GA 
30319. (404) 261-4516 


CLASSES 


LEARNING VACATIONS IN THE GREEN MOUN- 
TAINS of Vermont. Quilting, Bobbin Lace, Braided 
Rugs. Oriental Rugs, Spinning, Dyeing, Designer 
Yarns, Weaving, Basketry, Decorative Art, Early 
American Decoration, more. 100 courses offered 
June-August. Free Catalog. FLETCHER FARM 
SCHOOL FOR ARTS AND CRAFTS, 611 Route 103, 
South D4, Ludlow, VT 05149.(802) 228-8770. 


LEARN/SEWING DRESSMAKING at home. Factory 
short cuts, professional methods for beginners and 
old timers. Free brochure. Call 1-800-326-9221 or 
write Lifetime Career Schools, Dept. TIO3Y4, 101 Har- 
rison Street, Archbald, PA 18403. 


FABRICS 


SUPERIOR AFRICAN FABRICS. 30 pieces assorted 
8 square inch samples and order form.. Send $20 
check or money order to Superior Fabrics Inc., 331 
W. 57th Street, Suite 120, New York, NY 10019. 


UNUSUAL FABRICS—Sweatshirt knits/matching 
ribbings. $2.00 and large self-addressed stamped en- 
velope for samples. JOYCE’S, Box 381-T, Morrisville, 
NY 13408. 


NATURAL FIBER YARDAGE, 60” wide: Viscose Ray- 
on Challis, white or black. Silks. Cotton Sheeting and 
10-1/2 oz. Cotton Knit (laundered, sizing removed, 
pre-shrunk). Accessory Blanks: Silk covered Earrings, 
Buttons, Scarf clips, custom orders. Silk Bias 
&Thread. Silk &@ Rayon Ruanas. Sale Specials: cloth- 
ing, notions accessories. 

BLUEPRINT YARDAGE, 56” wide cotton. Design fab- 
ric using film, leaves or objects. Print in sunlight, rinse 
in water. No chemicals to mix, instructions. Free cata- 
log: BLUEPRINTS-PRINTABLES, 1-800-356-0445. 


ULTRASUEDE®—$33.77-39.95 YD. 75 Swatches 
$10.00. Field’s Fabrics, 1695 44th SE, Grand Rapids, 
M1 49508-5001. 1-800-67ULTRA. 


VINTAGE JAPANESE KIMONO FABRIC send large 
self-addressed stamped envelope for catalog to AH! 
KIMONO, 16004 NE 195th, Woodinville, WA 98072. 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*PATTERNS*BRIDAL LACE. 
Fabrics and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, skating, 
drill team and dance costumes. A fantastic selection 
of lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, trims, notions, 
underwires, bra cups, etc. Quantity discounts avail- 
able. Color swatches—$2.00. Regular Catalog—$2.00. 
Bridal Catalog—$2.00. FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 
1556, Sugarland, TX 77487-1556. Phone or Fax 

(281 )933-8800. 


CANADIANS! 65+ UltraSuede® colours. Yardage, 
squares, scraps. Swatches $5.00. Linda’s, 24 Main, 
Norwich, Ontario NOJ 1P0. (519) 863-2887. Fax 
(519) 424-2655 email: lindas@oxford.net. www.ox- 
ford.net/~ lindas. 


WHOLESALE SOURCE DIRECTORY OVER 1500 
WHOLESALE COMPANIES/500,000 PRODUCTS list- 
ed. Fabrics, sewing supplies and more. Directory 
$15.00 CJM Publishing, 870 Hidden Pond Court, #7, 
Lafayette, CA 94549. http://www.netvista.net/cjmco/ 


ULTRASUEDE SCRAPS | pound assortment in- 
cludes many bright colors: $19.95 plus $4.50 ship- 
ping. 1-800-225-1887. ULTRAMOUSE, 3433 Ben- 
nington Ct., Bloomfield, M1 48301. 


G&S DYES: NATURAL FABRICS AND TEXTILE 
DESIGNS SUPPLIES. Silks, cottons, dyes, and paints. 
1-800-596-0550. Email: gsdye@interlog. com. 


SEW DIVINE, 2722 Devine St, Columbia, SC 
29205. Fine fashion fabrics, silks, cottons, linens, 
wool, rayons. 36 swatches $10 refundable with pur- 
chase (803) 540 0203 phone. (803) 540-0208 fax. 
Sewdvi9 @aol.com email. www.sewdivine.com 


“VINTAGE KIMONO, OBI, YUKATA AND OTHER 
Japanese material. From Japan, Post Office Box 664, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario Canada LOS 1J0, 
905-468-3151. 


****7 ACES-FABRICS-NOTIONS-PATTERNS*** 
Bridal laces and motifs. Patterns and fabrics for ac- 
tivewear, skating and dance costumes, drill team en- 
sembles, swimsuits and lingerie. Large selection of ly- 
cras, tricots, powernets, glistenets, stretch laces, 
notions, underwires “push-up” bra cups and lots 
more!!!!Catalogs w/Wholesale Price Lists: 

Regular Catalog-$3.00. Color swatches-$2.00. 
Bridal Lace Catalog-$3.00. LACELAND, 

P.O. Box 820849, Houston, TX 77282-0849 

(281) 983-5223 Phone or Fax. 


VINTAGE JAPANESE KIMONO FABRIC ASSORT- 
MENTS. self-addressed stamped envelope, Katie’s 
Vintage Kimono-TH, P.O. Box 1813, Belfair, WA 
98528. (360) 275-2815, 

http://www.hctc.com/ ~ kendrick 


10 foot WIDE, Cotton fabrics. For Seamless 
Draperies, slipcovers, tablecloths. Kit #TC/samples 
$2.00. Homespun, Box 4315-TC, Thousand Oaks, 
CA 91359. MC/Visa 1-888-543-2998. 


Classitied 


OUTDOOR FABRICS—Patterns, fasteners, zippers 
Free catalog. (941) 378-1620. Quest Outfitters, 619 
Cattleman Road, Sarasota, FL 34232. 


Mountain Fabrics OUTDOOR FLEECE/BERBER 
great quality, best price, super selection. Prints and 
Plains. Send $5.00 for swatch card set. ($5.00 re- 
fund coupon included with set) Mountain Fabrics, 
Site 21, Box 18 RR4, Calgary, Alberta T2M 4L4. 
(403) 241-9628. 


Pieces of Olde VINTAGE 40’S FABRIC. Visit 
www .piecesofolde.com Visit our gallery: 824 West 
36th Street, Baltimore, MD 21211. (410).366.4949. 


CUSTOM SWATCHES from our collection of de- 
signer and imported fabrics. Send $2.00 (refund 
with order) to Couture Fabrics, 3147 Duke Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 


PURE SILKS—dyed/woven to order and airmailed 
worldwide. Ideal for weddings, specials etc! 
Write/phone/fax us for swatches containing over 
160 silk costing just $10 airmailed by return! Angus 
International ™, 19/F, 8 Soares Avenue, Kowloon 
City, HONG KONG. Tel 011-852-2718-2748, 

Fax 011-852-2718-4565. We accept all major cre- 
dit cards/personal checks etc. Personal callers 
welcome! 


HARRIS TWEED—A VANISHING TRADITION. 
Working on traditional looms, a small number of 
hand weavers on the Isle of Harris in the Outer 
Hebrides create fabrics of world-renowned quality 
and beauty. We are dedicated to making these 
unique fabrics available in North America. For 
samples and information, send $5 to ISLE OF 
HARRIS TWEEDS, 25-A Simcoe Street, St. 
Catharines, Ontario, Canada L2N 5C6. 

(905) 937-3355. 


CANADIANS! Melanie’s Actionwear Fabrics. Lycra® 
Solids, Velvets, Foils, Holograms, Laces, Cottons, 
Lingerie Kits, Notions and more!! Samples $10.00. 

7 Main Street, Norwich, Ontario NOJ 1P0. 
1-888-892-3383, Fax (519) 863-3487. 


JAPANESE BUNDLES - Kimono - 5 for $105 plus 
15% shipping and handling. Self-addressed 
stamped envelope for list. Good Goods, 14411 
Chrisman Hill Dr., Boyds, MD 20841. Tel/fax 
(301) 515-5119. 


FABRIC MOMMIES, kids love: OshKosh, Healthtex, 
Denims, dobbies, knits, Polarfleece, Ultrex, Swatches 
$3.00. The Sewing Room, P.O. Box 221, East Holden, 
ME 04429. 

AFRICAN PRINTS...NO DYE COTTONS..FINE 


LINEN. Swatch set $20. Fine Linen Fabrics, Box 
360099. Decatur, GA 30036. Phone 404-288-9660. 


THE SEWING | 
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KNITTING 


NATURAL FIBER YARNS. Free catalog. Carodan 
Farm, Dept. T, 156 Shepherds Hill Road, Sta- 
nardsville, VA 22973. 1-800-985-7083. 


LEATHERS 


QUALITY DEER AND ELK BUCKSKIN. Send $2 for 
sample packet. Bitterroot Leather Company, 1010 N. 
lst, Hamilton, MT 59840. 


SUPPLE LEATHERS. Suedes, nappas and prints. 
Wholesale accounts welcome. Brochure $1.00. D’an- 
ton, 5530 Vincent Ave., N.E., West Branch, lowa 
52358. (319) 643-2568. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


SMALL ADS YIELD BIG RETURNS. Call Nancy Clark 
for information. 1-800-926-8776, ext. 534 or write to 
THREADS Advertising Department, P.O. Box 5506, 63 
South Main Street, Newtown, CT 06470-5506. 


NEEDLEWORK 


IRISH WAXED LINEN THREAD: 33 COLORS. 5 
SIZES. Large Variety BASKET WEAVING supplies. 
Retail. Wholesale. Catalog $2.00. Royalwood Ltd., 
517-TH Woodville Road, Mansfield, OH 44907. 
1-800-526-1630. Fax: 888-526-1618. 


NOTIONS 


TRANSFORM ORDINARY INTO EXTRAORDI- 
NARY with rhinestone zippers, iron-on appliques 
and more from world famous Swarovski crystals 
from Austria. Send large SASE to Forever Pizzaz, 70 
Spruce St., Paterson, NJ 07501. 


SEWING SUPPLIES, ZIPPERS, BUTTONS, SNAPS. 
More. FREE Giant Catalog Solo, P.O. Box 378A 
Foxboro, MA 02035. 


HAND-DYED SILK RIBBONS, bias cut, 53 variegat- 
ed colors, 5 widths. Call for sample card/brochure 
Artemis 1-888-233-5187. 


PATTERNS 


SCARLETT O’HARA’S BARBECUE PARTY DRESS, 
HOOP SKIRT, A BURGUNDY DRESS, A GREEN 
PORTIERES DRESS, BONNIE’S BLUE RIDING 
HABIT PATTERNS AND MORE. Brochure $2.50. 
Pegee of Williamsburg, Patterns from Historie, 
Department T, P.O. Box 127, Williamsburg, VA 
23187-0127. 


FASHION PATTERNS FOR THE BREASTFEEDING 


MOM! Great styles! Free Catalog! EL Designs, Box 
696T, Bluebell, UT 84007. 1-801-454-3350. 
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WESTERN JEAN & BEADED COLLAR. Recycle ma- 
terials into striking, inexpensive gifts in 1/2 hour. Pat- 
tern $5.00. Suzie Sunflower, 17939 Wellhaven St., 
Canyon Country, CA 91351. 


BURDA, FAMOUS FOR FASHION AND FIT. Pub- 
lished monthly. All styles in five sizes. Includes: new 
user friendly pattern sheets: pink shaded patterns 
you can locate at a glance; snip n’ sew patterns; easy 
patterns for beginners. American and European 
measurements. Send $15 for 3 issue trial subscrip- 
tion to GLP International, P.O. Box 9868, Engle- 
wood, NJ 07631-6868 or call (201) 871-1010. 
http://www.glpnews.com/crafts.html. 


AUTHENTIC VINTAGE WESTERN CLOTHING 
sewing patterns. Catalog $2.00. Buckaroo Bobbins, 
Department TH, P..O. Box 1168, Chino Valley, AZ 
86323-1168. 


HISTORICAL FASHION DOLL PATTERNS-—Fits 
Barbie. Send $4.50 for catalog. LORD PERRY Histori- 
cal Fashions—Dept. T, 6041 Sanford Drive, San Jose, 
CA 95123-4539. 


SERVICES 


SHOP for fabulous FABRICS, BUTTONS TRIMS & 
related materials, Discover insider sources in New 
York City’s Garment Disctrict with Shopping Consul- 
tant/Researcher. Hourly fees. Bonnie Epstein, Dept. T, 
P.O. Box 20128, N.Y.C., NY 10025, 212-866-0386, 
bonnie.epstein@worldnet.att.net 


ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS in your sewing & craft 
business. Lowest National rate GUARANTEED. 
CMS. PAYMENTTECH. & NSB. Please call 
888-942-9704. 


SHOWS 


SEWING EXPO...Southwest Wisconsin’s largest! Fea- 
turing Ann Person, Marta Alto and Sallie Russell. 
June 5 and 6. Contact: Southwest Tech, Dept. JK, Fen- 
nimore, Wisconsin 53809. (608) 822-3262. Exten- 
sion 2302. E-mail: smedeke@southwest.tec.wi.us 


VIDEOS 


UPHOLSTERY! Easy instructions on video by Ger- 
man craftsmen. $34.95 plus $4.95 S & H. Quality 
Upholstery, 75 Diggs Blvd. Warner Robins, GA 
31093, 1-888-488-4508. 


VIDEOS on Tatting, crochet, weaving, bobbinlace, 
fabric painting, needlelace, silk ribbon embroidery, 
spinning, knitting, beadwork, jewelry making, etc. 
Since 1985 we’ve been providing you with the 

best of the best. FREE catalog. Victorian Video 
Productions, P.O. Box 1540, Colfax, CA 95713 
(800)848-0284. 
















im metry 


“Custom sloper drafting 
*Flat pattern manipulation 
*Custom pattern alteration 
“Grading 
*Fabric layout 


w.wild-ginger.com 


“pfo@uild-ginger.dort_ _ Symmetry 
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Have comments THREADS ON VACATION 


ou want to share : 
” Amid the wintry blasts of February and March, think 
about sewing or : . 
i mn back to sun and last year’s vacation. To stir your mem- 
needlework? 
ory, here are a few of the many wonderful vacation 
funny or interesting . ; 
snapshots you submitted in response to our request in 





story about your issue No. 69 (p. 8). Many thanks for not leaving home 


Eve Kovacs (Woodridge, IL) and Threads 


embellishing or 


quilting adventures? VAMOUS _ | at the summit of Mt. Typee in the southern 
A page from your Pleo mew! Selkirk Mountains in British Columbia, Canada. 
sketchbook we ought 
to see? Send it to: 
Threads Closures, 
63 S. Main St., Judith Rasson 
PO Box 5506, (Los Angeles, CA), 
Newtown, CT a civilian translator 
06470-5506. for the U.S. army 
in Bosnia. 









= ‘> 2 Ss é 
Marie Park (Springfield, MO) at the 
outskirts of Jericho in the West Bank. 


Ann Turley Dreith (Houston, TX) 
at the Great Wall of China. 
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Beverly Hoffman (Knoxville, TN) on a visit 
to Te Hoho Rock in Cathedral Cove on 
Coromandel Peninsula, New Zealand. 
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Nancy Rollag (Kewaskum, 


7 


W1) at a Mayan pyramid 
in Chichén Itza, Mexico. 


Alanna Fallon ~~ 
(Quebec, Canada) in 
front of the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris. 


Denise Owens (Douglasville, GA) 
faces stiff winds at the Great 
Pyramids in Cairo, Egypt. 
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¢ Sewing, Quilting, Knitting, Crafts, 


Needlework, & more 
¢ Seminars, Demos 


¢ Celebrity Speakers: Sandra Betzina, 
David Page Coffin, Mary Roehr, Linda MacPhee, 
Lois Ericson, Ron Collins, plus many, many more! 


¢ Exhibitors, Shopping, Fashion Shows 


¢ Fabulous Prizes 


Vancouver, BC — March 6, 7, & 8, 1998 
Victoria, BC — March 20 & 21, 1998 
Kelowna, BC — March 27 & 28, 1998 

For tickets & information call: 


(250) 479-7381 or 


(Victoria area) 


1-888-245-6777 
(Toll Free in BC & Alberta) 


Check out our Web Site: _ http://www.sewingshow.com/marlo/ 


Classes Weekend 5-Day 7-Day 
¢ Weaving ® Quilting © Spinning 
¢ Dyeing © Papermaking 

e Surface Design ® Knitting 

¢ Basket Making ¢ Felting 

¢ Rug Making ® Garment Making 
¢ Beadwork & much more 

30 Professional Teachers 

Over 50 Classes 


Dormitory housing available 


School Brochure - Free 


Write or phone today! 
SIEVERS 

Tulip Lane 

Washington Island, WI 54246 
414/847-2264 


Sew a “mix and match” wardrobe with our dyed to match textured 
knits, ribbing, fleece and denim. plus coordinating prints! 


) Se, tect 


Kulette 
<sstabrics 


School of Fiber Arts 


Join our Fabne Club ($12/year) and receive 
four swatch packages/yr. Over 30 | 
seasonal swatches each issue! | 

Sample issue- $3 plus $1.50 S/H. 

We accept MC/Visa/Discover. 


1-888-887-9080 








Ribbons and more ribbons ! Woven French jacquard, wired, 
hand-dyed silk, grosgrain, satin, organdy and designer. 
Exquisite handmade bridal accessories 
Flower and ornament ribbon kits 
Instructional videos of holiday ornaments and flowers 


Free color information brochure 


119 Louisiana Ave. Perrysburg, Ohio 43551 


Phone/Fax 419-872-0073 


Perfect Palette Fabric Club 
313 N. Mattis, Suite 116 
Champaign, IL 61821 


A Dyed to Match Apparel Fabric Club! 
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“T’ll never set foot 
in Fishman’s again.” 


Tanya Bennett 
WET E@lueCoa @rricenitce 


resnnKene) aelelamentecimcr-latja(ce Rerlkicertcccwmatcnsot 
come back, because they can sample the world’s 
most exclusive designer woolens, silks, linens, 
Vo bicome-tatem euler lmclouCecmiutaeteluimcavomcechubetcmaetcts 


home. Just give us a call, and we'll send out 


your specific sample request. Of course, that 


doesn’t mean you can’t stop in sometime. 


Fishman’s Fabrics 
Go Ahead, Make Somnasbiets Of It. 


1101-43 South Desplaines Street Chicago, IL 60607 
312-922-7250 


Creative 
Sewin 

Needleart 
Expositions 


Exciting Seminars 
Free Fashion Shows 
Hands-on Workshops 
Creative Venue Demonstrations 
Nationaly Recognized Sewing Experts 
Shop! Shop! Shop! Exhibitors Galore! 


@ DENVER, CO @ ST. PAUL, MN 
Jan. 22-24, 1998 May 7-9, 1998 


@ ORLANDO, FL 
NATIONAL CONVENTION 
April 2-6, 1998 


A Sewing, Quilting, and Needleart 
Extravaganza ! 


For more information call (800) 325-1882 
or write to P.O. Box 8568, Medford, OR 97504 





february/march 1998 





CLOSULOS occccc. 


\ Dorothy Ebi 

! (Carmichael, CA) 
at the Taj Mahal 
in Agra, India. 
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Mary Allen (Northbrook, IL) with beaded 
bicycles in Key West, FL. Gerrie Burnett (Toronto, ON, Canada) 


parasails with Threads in Freeport, Bahamas. 


Janice Doyle 
(Charlottesville, VA) 
in the “so-easy 








sarong” (Threads No. 
65) she made for her | 7 
Bahamian vacation. eiitte* oan anny, 

J. >< eal Ye Lawei ‘ 
Phyllis Reynolds (Port Royal, VA) visits this 
village in Wales with the world’s longest name. 











Laurie Auten Bieniosek (Litchfield, OH) on 
Danco Island off the Antarctic Peninsula. 





Elaine Shiratori (Los Lunas, NM) on the Amazon 
River near Manaus, Brazil. 


Florence Musich, 
left, and Helen Paul 
(Palm Bay, FL) 

> ie" at a sheep-shearing 
R2 ' TB ia. demonstration 
June Thomas (Anacortes, WA) at 
the ruins of the ancient Incan city 


near Rotorua, 
New Zealand. 


of Machu Picchu in Peru. 
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Meet Melco's EP1, an affordable, professional, embroidery 
machine that—just for starters—answers this question: 
How can | be my own boss, work at home, manage my 
own time, and indulge my love of fabric and thread? 


Custom embroidery is profitable and easy to learn. And 
Melco's EP1, with EDS-EZ software, is quite capable of 
launching your dream of self-employment. It’s built for 
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Men 


|When it comes to fulfilling dreams, : 


industrial use, but its available financing is designed for 
household budgets. 


See how practical your dream really is. Call for information 
and a free sample of what you and your EP1 can do 
together. Call 1-800-366-3526 or 303-457-1234 for the 
name and number of a rep near you. 


Melco 


Embroidery Systems 


A Saurer Group Company 


http://Awww.melco.com/embroidery 
©1997 Melco Embroidery Systems 
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IN DETALL tas: cat to: 


winter! Brown silk-crepe roses sit atop 


a panel of tiered pleats at each hip of this 


1920s dinner dress, foreshadowing color- 
ful spring blooms to come. Why not 
use this detail on an otherwise plain 
silk- or wool-crepe skirt or jacket, or 
maybe place it at the sleeve cap of 
a silk blouse or dress? And don't 
overlook the inspiration offered 
by this thrift-shop find’s 
subtle black-on-brown 
beaded and scalloped 

hem band. 





